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PREFACE, 



O I N C E the publication of the two vo* 
Jumcs of General Wafhington's Original 
Letters to the Congre/s, the Editor has been 
repeatedly^ applied to for the General's 
Dome/lie and Confidential EpiJUes, firft pub* 
liftiedfbon. after the beginning of the Atnc- 
rican war. Thefe Epiftles are here offered 
to the public, together with a copious Appen- 
dix, containing a number c^ Official Letters 
and Papers^ not to be fou-i>d in the Gcnerai*s 
Original Letters; lately pubiiihcd,. 

The world is, without doubt, greatly in- 
debted to the induftrious compiler of the two 
volumes of Original Letters, above noticed, 
but the collcdlion muft certainly . be looked 
^jion as in a mutilated ftatc, fo loiig as it r^ 
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iv PREFACE. 

mains unaccompaxikd with the Epiftles, &c* 
which are now refpcdlfully fubmitted to the 
patronage of the public, and which form a 
fupplemcnt abfolutely ncccflary td render the 
work complete. 

That this coHedion of Dontejiic and 
Confidential EpiftUs will be regarded as a va- 
luable acquifition, by a very great majority of 
the citizens of the Uiuted States, is prefumabie 
from the prevailing tafte of all . wcll-in- 
formed people. JMen not precluded by igno- 
rance from every d(3gr«e of literary coriofity> 
will always fee! a folicitudc to become ac^ 
qu^intcd with whatever may fcrvc to throw 
light on the charafters of iHuftrious perfonages. 
Hiftory reprefents them aiding on the ftage of 
the world courting the applaufe of mankind; 
to fee them in their real charader, we muft 
follow them Jbehifid the fcenes, among their 
private connedion^ahd domeftic Concerns^ 

... i 

Nor is thils. kind of inquifitivenefs to be 
afcribcd to an ill-natured defire of difcovering 
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the foibks: <^f tlfofe w'ho fcowcr ttbove tis in 
Aleuts of virtiiey with an iiitoitioh df ItrMa 
Kng them ta our town ftkndafd ; it has a mtjcft 
more dmiablt fouitre ; which ris^no othcf ^an 
a na£ural propc«fity ift the gonex^lity.of Unf^H-* 
kind to ftfid fiometl^hg to cemm^nd in cvea 
the moll infignificint adtioiis of ihoft they 
-adnriirc. The incont^iivable pains 'that hav* 
been tak^ to cefra^ ^ the doteeftie Mtt-^ 
dotes of Sfaakefpdtre> e<HiW eertainly h^tve 
no nibtivc but the laudable one of obtaining 
lame endearing tnenaoi4al «?f a man, whofe; 
fame will atyef dief but with the language in 
which he wrote* ' 

If, then, this propensity is praife- worthy 
when the fubjcA of enquiry relates- to perfons 
of literary farne^ it mu& be fo in ^ tenfold 
degree when it relates to a man fo eminently 
exalted as he to whom thefe £piftie» are at^ 
tribittc^ : for, hpWeyer great may be the for- 
vices of the fofmer^ however their labours 
^ may have added to our pleafores, foftened 
aur mann^rs^ enlarged our undtrltandings^ 
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and improved our hearts, yet arc they of an 
order inferior to thofc which rcfcue an Empire 
from ruin, give happincfs to millions, and . 
etuible them to tranfmit it to their children's 
chiWrert. Even ihOtz&cd from all confidcr- 
ations relating to felf, where is the man whofc 
every fentiment fo well defervcs to be remem* 
bered ? In whom was there ever feeft fuch an 
affemblage of virtues ? To him belongs the 
rare felicity of uniting zeal with moderation, 
firmnefs with prudence, and courage with cir- 
cumfpcdion. We may challenge the world 
to produce a hero, who, like him, has attained 
to the highcft pinnacle of honour, without 
llaininjg his calreer with a fingle crime. 

l^OT to know how to prize the good they 
poffefs, is but too often the misfortune of 
mankind ; we mull not, therefore, be fur- 
prized, if fome Americans ifaould be found 
totally indifferent as to fuch anecdotes as do 
honour to our illuftrious .Chief Magiftrate, 
amd others who fcek for fuch only as may tend 
to produce a c-ontrary tffcd j but we may 
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reft aflUrcd, that the qme will comc^ when^ 
even thofc who arc n9W vainly endeavouring 
to caft a (hade over his virtues and his fer* 
vices, will think themfelves happy in pof- 
fclfing the flighteft tcftimony of their vetfe- 
ration for his xncmory. 
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GENERAL JVABmNGtOU. 



THE public will naturally be inquifitive as 
to the authenticity of the following let^ 
terSf For every thing dit^ they will fpeak fpr ; 
themfelves : and, for their gcnuinenefs, the 
Editor conceivjes himfelf concerned to give 
only fuch vouchers as he himfelf Tias received; 
By the laft pacquet he was favored with a letter 
frotn a friend, now ferving in a loyal corps un- 
der Brigadier- General Deiancey of New-York, 
of which he here fubjoins a faithful extract. 
Pleafed with the communication himfelf (and, 
as he is not afliamed to add, inilrufted by it) 
he coujd not be eafy to withhold it from the 
public at large : inafmuch as, in his judg- 
meat, it exhibits a fairer and fuller view o£ 
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American politics, than the world has yet 
feen. 

" Arpong the prifc^ners at Fort-Lce, 



1 efpied a mulatto fellow, whom I thought I 
recoUefted, and who confirmed my conjec- 
tures by gadng very earncftly at me. 1 a^ed 
Mm, if he knew me. At firft, he was unwil- 
ling to own it ; but, when he was about to be , 
carried off, thinking, I fuppofe, that I might,- 
perhaps, be x){ fome fervice to him, he came 
and told me, that he was Billy, and the old fer- 
vant of General Wafliington. He had b^en 
left there on account of ah indifpofition 
which prevented his attending his mafter. I 
alkeihim a great many queflions, as you may 
fuppofe.j but found very little fatisfadion in 
his anfwers. At lafl, how^ever, he told me 
that he had a fmall portmanteau oi his matter's 
of which, when he found that he muft be put 
into confinement, h^ entreated my c^re. It con- 
tained 6nly a few ftbckings and fliirts .; and I 
could fee nothing worth my care, except an al- 
manack, in which he had kept a fort of a jour* 
nal, or diary of his proceedings fince his firft 
coming to New- York : there were alfo two 
letters from his l;idy, one from Mr. Cuftis, and 
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fome pretty long ones from a Mr. Lund Wafii-^ 
^ ington. And in the fatme bundle with them, 
the firft draughts^ or foul copies, of anfwefs to 
them. I read thefc ^ith avidity ; and be- 
ing highly entertained with them, have ftiewn 
them to feveral of my friends, who all agree 
' with me, that he is a Very different charafter 
from what they had fuppofcd him. I never 
knew a man fo much to be pitied. If I re- 
member ri^t, you have feen, and have fome 
knowledge of him; but it is impoffibfe you 
could form fo juft an eftimate of him as thefe 
letters will give you. They contain aifo, as 
you will find, a deal of information, not to be 
had any where elfe : I affure myfelf therefore, 
you will thank me for the trouble I have takea 
in copying them, for yourperufal." 
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TO Mr. LUND WASHINGTON, 
jIt Mount Fehofif Faiffsx County, Virginia* 

Dear Luni>, 
npHOUGH I wrote to you but a very few 
-*- days ago, and have nothing new of much 
moment to communicate, I cannot deny my^ 
felf the comfort of unburtheningmy mind to 
you, whenever I have a little leifurc, amid the 
thoufand anxieties and difquietudes that al* 
moft diftraft me. I know the goodncfs of your 
heart, and that you will attend to me with in- 
dulgence ' and fympathy, though it be not in 
your power any otherwife to afford me relief. 
There cannot, in the nature of things, be a fi- 
tuation fo truly irkfome to an ingenuous mind, 
as the being perpetually obliged to aA a part 
foreign to our true feelings ; yet this alas ! as 
you know, is, and muft be, my lot. I wear 
' a countenance dreffed in the calm ferenity of 
perfeft confidence, whilft my heart is corod- 
cd with infinite apprehenfions, and I have no 
bofom friend near me, to whom I dare lay it 
open. Tell me Lund, for you have long been 
privy to my moft fecret thoughts, — truftingto 
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thy native candour, I have never hcfitatcd t6 
lay my heart bare and open to thy inlpeftion ; 
tell me thep, am I, do you think, more fubjeft 
to fears than other men ? For I will not con- 
ceal it from you, that, at this moment, I feel 
myfelf a very coward. Do not miftake mej * 
I thank my God, I have never yet known 
what it was to fear for any perfonal danger 
that might befal me. I am not afraid to die 
why fhould I ? I am afraid only to die with in- 
famy and difgrace. ,And, i£ I am afraid fo to die, 
need I tell you that I am ten thoufand times 
more afraid to live, like Lucifer, a fallen angel. 
No, Lund, that were too much ; betide what 
wiU, I cahnot,and I will not furvive either my 
misfortunes, or my difgraces. Heaven, that 
knows how truly I love my country j and that 
I embarked in this arduous enterprize on the 
pureft motives. But we have overlhot our 
mark: we have grafped at things beyond our 
i^each :^ it is impoffible we fliould fucceed ; and 
I cannot with truth, fay that I am forry for it j 
becaufelam far from being fure that we dc- 
ferve to fucceed. That the Britifh Miniftry 
had meditated ichemes fatal to the liberties of 
America} and that, if we had not oppofed 
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their firft efforts to iihpofe taxes upon ms, with- 
out our confent, we might have bid adieu to 
every idea of conftitutional fecurity hereafter,;^ 
Ihave not a doubt. Nay, I am fo thoroughly 
^erfuaded of the unwortjiinefs of theif defigns, 
and of the duty of every honeft American to 
oppofe thetn, that, diffatisfied as I am with 
my fituation, were it toHio over again, I Would 
rather be even as I am, than tamely crouch, 
whilft chains werefaftening round my neck. 
For there is rtot, in my eftimation, fo vile a 
thing upon earth as a human being who, hav- 
ing once enjoyed liberty, can patiently bear to 
fee it taken from him. I would, and I will die 
ten thoufand deaths, rather than be this thing 
myfelf^ On thefe principles, and thefe only, 
I firft took up arms ; but my misfortune, and 
the true fburce of all my uneafinefs is, that 
though in good policy, as well as honour, thefe 
ought to be the principles of every American, 
Ihavcflongago dilcovered they are not. And , 
on this account alone, that I dread our defeat. 
Our want of fkill, our want of ammunition, in 
fliort, our want of every thing which an ariny ' 
ought to have, are all, no doi:^bt, exceedingly 
apinft us 5 but, they are all nothing to our 
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war^t of virtue. -Unufedtothc many arti» 

and devices, by which defigning men carrjf 
their poipts, I unwillingly liftencd to my own 
appr^henlions, when early in the firfl Congrefs, 
I thouglrt I faw a tendency to meafures which I 
never could approve of. I reafoned n[iyfelf5 
however, out, of my fears, with no ordinary 
reproach on my own meannefs, in haying givea 
v/ay to fufpicions, which could not be true, un- 
lefs we had men amongft ourfelves more flagi-- 
tious than even thofe we were oppofing. At 
length, however, when a continental army 
came to be votedfor, my fears returned with 
redoubled force : for then, for the firft time, I , 
clearly faw our aims reached farther than wx 
cared to avow. It was carried with an unarii^ 
mity that really aftoniflied me ; becaufe I 
knew many who voted for it, were as averfe to 
the independency of America, as I was. And 
they even ridiculed me for my apprehenfions 
on that account : and, indeed, when they fug- 
gefted that Great Britain, feeing us apparently 
determined to rifque every thing rather than' 
that they fhould tax us, would never think of 
engaging in a civil war with us, which muft ne* . 
ceffarily coft her more than even America coul4 
repay her, I could pot but hope, that I was 
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.miftaken ; and that our military preparations 
might be a good political movement. In one 
thing, however, we all agreedj that, as the 
forces were chiefly to be raifed An New-Eng- 
land, it would be extremely rafli and impru- 
dent in the fouthern delegates to leave them in 
thepofleflion of fo formidable a power without 
any check. I need not. tell you, that it was 
this confideration which, if I am to be credit- , 
cd, fbrely againft my will, determined me to 
accept of the command of this army. We fet 
.QUt with bad omens : I was miftruftful of them 
in every thing ; iiid they were taught to look 

, upon me with jealoufy. This fdon manifefted 
itfelf in forming them to any thing like decent 
difcipline. But I have, long ago, peftcrcd you 
more than enough with complaints on this 
head. I knew not, however, certainly, that I 
Lad been appointed to this high ftation only to 
be difgraced and ruined, till about the middle 
and latter end oflaft February. 'When, con- 
trary to my wifhes, I found it abfolutely necef- 
fary that we fhould come to open hoftilities 
againft our fellow-fubjefe in the minifterial 
aripy : doubtlefs, common prudence required 
that wlxen we did attempt it,' we fhould, if pof- 
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fible, do it fpcedfly and'effeduatly. And; hav- 
ing all the reafon in tlie world to believe that 
large ar mies would be fent againft us early in 
the fummerjlrefolved, coft what it would, to 
cut off thofe already here, which would haVe 
given us fuch infinite advantages over ar/y fix- 
ture reinforccnnents that might be fent. And 
this I believed was eaiily in our power : but as 
I have already told you, nothing is to be done 
with o ur New England allies, unlefs they are 
let into all your fecrets. I coul^ not advance a 
ftep without communicating my intentions tb 
the gentlemen in the civil department ; a thing 
even ruinous in war. It foon got wind, as I 
had forefecn ; and it appeared that the general 
of the enemy was apprized of my defign. Still, 
however, I perfevered in my purpofes ; which, 
in fpite .of all his care and catition, I was Confi- 
dent muft fucceed, and reduce him to the ut^ 
moft extremity. But (as every military rrfatt 
niuft know) fo cajpital a blow was not to be 
ftruck without the lofs both of many men, and 
much property ! For my defign was, if they 
Would not furrender by an honourable capitula- 
tion to burn the town about their ears, aild fb 
rufb in, and cut them off in their attempts tb 
B 



cfcape to the fhips. And this, with our fupe- 
riority of numbers, we certainly could have 
effected ; though, no doubt it would have been 
a bloody bufinefs, if they Irad not furrendered 
as I think they would. But when, as I was ob- 
liged, I laid this before the Council and Repre- 
sentatives, they not only found a thoufand ob- 
jedions to it, but abfolutely reftrained me; and 
'} could not have got a man that would have 
gone on what they called fo defperate a fchemc. 
Pence was I under, a neceiSty of proceeding in 
that poor, flow, and un-foldier-like manner, 
which not only gave them an opportunity to 
efcajie, but has taught them to defpifc us. There 
is no forming an idea of the importance of iiich 
a fliroke at that junfture. - If any thing upon 
earth could havi& made America independent 
^ and glorious, that was the golden opportunity 
I confefs to you, I had worked my imagination 
up to fuch a pitch of high expeftation, that my 
difappointment has difpirited me in a manner 
never can recover. For, from that .moment, 
I have defpaired of our ever doing any thing 
truly^ great. Any little gleams of fuccefs, or 
fairer profpefts we have fince had, ferve but to 
make our inferiority the more confpicuous 



For what incidents can fall but to aggrandize 
us, who cati be made great only by great and 
fpirited efforts, when we have fhewn that we 
wanted both the underftanding and the virtue 
to purchafe to ourfelves immortal glory on bet- 
ter and cheaper terms than ever we can hope 
hereafter to have it ? But, ,the worft remains 
yet to be told. Some of thofe very men who 
were the moft for^ivard to thwart me in this 
mcafure, had difcd^vered a different way of 
thinking on other occalions, and, I am perfuad- 
ed that were the queftion put to them now, as 
to this city, and the fouthern regiments, I 
ihould not hear a diffentious voice. But, let 
me fpare you. 

After all this, you will again, I doubt not, as 
you often have, afk me why I continue in a fi- 
tuatiori fo difagreeable to me ? I wifli you had 
forborne this queftion, the truth being, that I 
neither am able, nor very willing to anfwer it. 
My refolution to hold it out as long as I can, is 
diftated by my feelings, which I neither can 
defcribe to you, nor wholly juftify on paper j 
but which, however, I find it impoffible for me 
to difregard. — ^The eyes of all America, per- 
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h^ps> of Europe, of the world, are fixed on 
me. It has been our policy ,^(an(Jj aVthe time, 

1 thought it well founded) to hold out falfe 
lights to the world. There are not a hundred 
men in America that know our , fituation ; 
three-fourths of the Congrefs itfelf are igno^ 
rant of it: — ^yourfelf excepted, there lives not 

2 man at all acquainted with my peculiar cir- 
cumllances. The world looks upon us as in 
poffeflion of an army all animated with the 
pure flame of liberty, and determined to die 
rather than not be free. , It is in poffeflion of 
proofs, that it is fo, under my own hand: I 
have alwayfe fo fpoken of it, and I ftill do. But, 
you know how remote, in' my judgment, all 
this is from the truth ; though I am not fure 
that there is another man in the army, be- 
fide^ myfelf, ^at thinks fo. I fliould guefe^ 
however, that ihere are many. But, tied up , 
as my own mouth is, it is little to bewondered 
at that theirs are fo too, at leaft to me. 



Thus circumfl:anced, can you point 
out a way in which it is poflible for me to re- 
fig>n, jufl: now as it were, on the eve of action, 
withgut the imputation ^of cowardice ? There 
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is no fuch way. Befides, diffident and defpond- 
ing as I am, how do I know, that it is not fa 
with thofe we have to oppofe ? they certainly 
have reafon. The events of war depend on a 
thoufand minutiae, without the ken of a mere 
by.j3:ander. I know not that the commander 
of the armies of the low-countries, could 
his heart have been read as you do mine, l\ad 
not the fame fears, » and the fame carafes for 
them that I have. You learn not tim from 
the hiftory; nor was it to be cxp?<3:cd you 
fliould. Yet, he fucceeded at laft. And, who 
knows, what an over-ruling providence, who 
often brings about the greateft revolutions by 
the moft unlikely means, may intend for 
America? If it be the will of God, that Ame- 
rica fhouldbe independent of Great Britain, 
and that'thisbe the (eafon for it, even I and 
thefe unhopeful men around may not be 
thought unworthy inftruments in his hands< 
And, fliould we fucceed, we are heroes, and 
immortalized beyond even thofe of former 
times. Whereas difgrace only, and intoler- 
able infamy await our retreat. In this perfua- 
fion, I refolve to go on, contented, witU the 



glorious King William, to favc my country, 
or die in the lift ditch. 

I am, my dear Lund, 

Your Faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. W. 



To JOHN PARKE CUSTIS, Efq, 
' At the Hon. Benedla Calvert% £/q. Mount Airy ^ Maryland. 

My Very Dear Jack, 
"VrOU have exceedingly obliged me by your 
-*■ letter which I received by ycfterday's 
poft. It difcovers an attention to the great 
,afiairs now carrying on, and an information 
concerning them, which I own to you, I had 
not given you credit for. Your youth and 
inexperience pleaded your excufe ; and though 
you gave me no opportunity to praifeyou for 
any adive exertions, I paid you no ordinary 
compliments, in my own mind, for -your mo- 
deft y in forbearing to meddle with things 
which it was no reproach to you to confefs, 
were out of your reach. Confidering your 
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rahk^ fortune, and education, whenever it is 
proper for you to come forward on the thea- 
tre, it muft not be any underpart that you a6if. 
You arc, therefore,^ certainly in the right to 
decline taking any part at all, till you are fit 
for a firft and leading charade r. And ydu 
have my full and perfeft approbation of your 
refolution to perfift in your purpofe,. for the 
prefent, not to accept of any rank, civil or mi- 
litary. I fee your anxiety, left the prefent opr 
portunity for fignalizing your juft love for 
your country fhould, by your unneceflary cau- 
tion, be fuffered to flip by you, unimproved. 
Your'^rdour is commendable ; and far be it 
from me tadifcourage in you a fpirit I fo much 
love. But, whilft you retain thefe honourable 
principles, there is little danger of your want- 
ing opportunities to call them forth into ac- 
tion. The momentous enterprize in which 
your country is engaged, is not to be accom- 
pliflied in this or that year. If, in no lomger a 
period than the fiege of Troy, we bring all our 
mighty fchemes to bear, it will be the greateft 
work that ever was perfefted in fo little a 
time. You havefet your heart, you tell me 
on a military employment. This is the ufual 
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bent of young men; and, as it waismy dwi>, 
it will be with an ill grace, that I Teprehend 
it in you. But, with the expctience that I 
have had of it, I fhould be wanting in that 
love and efteem I owe you, fliould I hefitate to 
tell you that, as your father, there iis not a 
profeffion you could have chofen in which I 
ihbuld not more cordially have concurred with 
you. Yet, I love arms ; I am married to my 
fword, as well as to your amiable mother; and, 
herein is my witneft, that I am in earneft 
^when I fay, death alone fliall divorce me from 
either. I am not fo blindly devoted, however, 
to my profeffion, as not to fee by how frail a 
tenure I hold the little reputation I have in it. 
As a ftatefman, as a fenator, it is in the general, 
fufficient that you mean well, that you are 
careful to qualify yourfelf to form a right 
judgment of the true interefts of your country, 
and that, with the honeft impartiality of a free 
man, you have ftill exerted, your beft endea- 
vours 'to promote thofe interefts. But, with 
a foldier, fuccefs alone is merit ; and there is 
nothing that can atone for the want of it. 
The world is a worfe judge of military mat- 
ters than any other. It would aftonifh you^ 



id find, on a minute comparifon, how very 
little difference there was in the (kill and 
fpirit which guided Braddock HuA Wolfe in ' 
the lift aftions of their lives. But, how <liffc* 
rent, has been their fate ! — \ think, 1 am not , 
Without fome talents for the line of life which 
has fallen to my jot. But, oppofed as I muft 
^ liy men, probably, of infinitely fujperiof 
Ikill, and cncoftipafled moreover with fuch 
hofts of other difficulties and difcouf agemerttft 
as I am, it is not mine to command fuccefs^ 
and when either my cotemporaries, or future 
Kftorians, fliall fit in judgment 6n my con- 
duft, if, haply^ ill fortune fliould overtake me, 
feeing our mifcarriages only, and having nei- 
ther curiofity nor ability to inveftigate the 
thoufand caufes which, led to them, am I not 
too well warranted in -concluding, that they 
will be attributed to mismanagement ? Have 
1 not then reafon to wifh that your choice 
had >fallen xm the quieter but not lefs impor-? 
tant calling of a private gentleman ; ii^ which, 
as a fenator,you might ha vie given proof of 
your abilities, in a way, in which fortune 
would not have Jbad fo great a fhare? But * 

G 



^otwithftandiAg all this, and |f after all^ joa- 
1)0 irrevocabLy determined to try your fortuoe 
in the field, and you can gain your mother's 
and your wife's confent, I here give it you 
under my h^d, that you fliall not want min^ 
JUoft certainly there cannot be a more honour- 
able employment r 2md if, (which Heav<$a 
avert) Fortune ihould- declare, againft yo3J> 
tnyconfolation wifl be, that lean affure my* 
fclf, you will deferve to be fuceefefuU I wp^ 
twi the opening of the next campaign, pjror 
^ure you an appointment to the command of 
a regiment, either here, or in the foutbcrn 
wing. And, if my opinion may have any 
we^t with you, you will for many Fcafqus^ 
prefer the being jftationed. in fome of .the 
fouthern ftates^ There is no fear of its being 
an inaAive liation- i have little expcdatjon 
that this year wiU ctofe with au^t confider* 
ably decifive on either fide : and if our encr 
mies be able. to hold out another cami^ign^ it 
is moft likely their policy will be, by means of 
their naval fuperiority, to carry pn a kind of 
an incurfive war, by making unescpeded de^ 
, fcents in different and difiant places. Mean- 
while^ permit m^^ttrprefs you to perfeverc io 
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^ht attention to military maftters. The tna^ 
wjsi exewrifc, which yon were fo jufUydili*' 
gent to learn, whilft I was with you, is but 
the A,B, C,of your profcflliMi. Neither w^ 
fou profit fo much as you might reafonably 
'Cxpedtjirom the ftady of thofe authors, who 
have written profe^fedly on the art t)f war* 
Thisisiikethe learning the game of Whift by 
Teadfaig Hoyle*. I have been witnefs to the 
mifchlevious cffeds of it. A man, book-kara-' 
td only, does very well in the fiill fccnej o£ 
marchings and- encampments. But when^ i< 
the various buftlcs of aftual war,;L caufc arifes^ 
as muft often be the cafe, not^fcribed in hift 
books, he is utterly at a lofs. I would not, 
however, have yott to underftandme as if I 
meant to difcourage yourreaSng thefebook* 
at all ; fo ^ar jfirom it, I would have you read 
them very often, a^d make yoiarfclf acquaint- 
t& with the fubjed, as much as y&a can ia 
theory. My caution meant only to guard you 
againft T)Jacing too much reliance on tTienu, 
Theirbeft commentators, next to your owm 
experience, will be, the hiftorians of Greece 
. and Rome; which it isyour happinefe to be able 
to read in/the originals* But^ the main and 



moft eflential qualification is an liigh fenfe of 
honour, an elevation of fcntimcnt, and a cer- 
tain dignified {tile of behaviour^ that diftin- 
guifhes, or fliould dillinguiih, a foldier from 
every otker man. It is a fliame indeed, if he 
who undertakes to command others, has not 
firft learned to command himfelf : I wifl not 
endure any thing mean or fotdid cither ia 
your principles, or your manners } liaving dc* 
termined, if it were left with me, to be as fttiA 
tnd rigorous in thefe particulars, as were the 
knights of old, when a candidate was to beui-» 
veiled with the orders of chivalry. I cannot 
difTociate the ideas between a foldier and a 
gentleman : and however common it may be 
to give that kft appellation to perfons of every 
chara(5ler, it yet conveys to me an idea X)€ 
worths I want words to exprefs, I am not fa* 
lidtous to pay you compliments, even by im^ 
plication ; but, I may certainly be permitted to 
&y, that if I had not known you to be a 
g^ntliman, you never fliould have had my 
eonfcnt to your becon^ing a (bldicri^ 

y oiir obfervations on this important con-* 
t«ii: aV^juft i^ndaccuratCt and difcovera reacK 
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of thought, and a penetration beyond what I: 
had expefted of you. What you fay cm the 
fubjcft of independency is perfeftly judicious, 
and, lib doubt, highly worthy of all aur mofk ' 
ferious confideration. Yet, I have a praefen-^ 
dment, that it will take place, and fpeedily. 
Open and unreferved as my conduft towards 
you has ever been, I have no reluctance to 
confeft to you, thtit the meafurc is' diametri- 
cally oppofite to my judgment ; for \ have 
uot yet defpaired of an honourable recondlja* 
tion ; and whilft I can entcrtaia but an hope 
of that, both intereft and inclination lead me 
to prefer it to every thing elfe upon earth. 
Human affairs are oddly ordered : To obtsdn 
what you moft wilh for, you mull often make« 
ufe of means you the Icaft approve of. 

As in bargaining, to obtain a fur and equal 
price, you muft frequently afk more than you 
^vifli to take. I do not really wiffi for inde- 
pendence. I hope there are few who do j but, 
I have never heard the rcafonings of thofe, who 
have proved that, if we did not declare fox: it 
we Ihould fail to obtain the conftitutional 
Subordination ta which wc^are entitled, fairly 



refuted. I wciddnot hayeyou^ therefoire^bafHljr 
coDchidethat if^ in this firoggle, we falUbo^t 
of every thing we have daimed; we are 
worfted : perhaps, the vety wofft thing 
that could hthl us, is that we ihotdd 
gain all. I do aflure you that, in my opinion, 
the next misfortune to that of being thruft 
from our juft rank in Oie order of freemen, 
would be the giving us up, and leaving us to 
ourfclves. But^ this Great Briton wiU never 
do, voluntarily : for, if even flie does, what- 
ever may become of us, ifiJom that moment, 
file may date the commencement of her o^xm 
down£til« 

I ani exceedingly haj^y in the becoming 
tnoderation which you obferve and endeavour 
to introduce towards the unhappy men whofe 
political creeds differ from ours* ]But for this 
blot in her fcutcheon, thrown on her by two 
many of herrafh and unworthy advocates, by 
a (contrary condud, this effort of America 
would have done her'honour, even though Ihe 
had failed. I am Ihockcd at the inflances of in- 
tollerauce I daily hear of, and have no power 
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.to pi?eT«rt. B^Jike the oAcr ^crils of vrzty 

:it is a calamity tl^t unavoidably grows out of 

n^li a convulfion J and one might as imll hope 

to ftcm the fury of a torrent, as to give la^s 

to an enraged people. Jtt is, however, the duty 

of every true friend to liberty, by every gentle 

and conciliatory means in his power to re^ 

fi;rain iti And, I am happy to find this fenti- 

ment daily becoming more 'general amongil 

us. All things confidercd, I cannot but fhinb 

it not a little to 5)ur honour that things have 

not been carried to ftill a greater heighth in this 

way. 

Remember me afFeclionately to NeUy., and 
teUher,th;rt though IilM:)uldbc mdk happy 
to fee her, I may not h«pe for that happinefs 
fpee^ily : as the din of arms, I imagine, would 
be but impleafing entertainment to her ; and I 
have little profpeft^of any leifure, at kaft be- 
fore we go into winter quarters. I hope Mr. 
Calvert, and all the £2tmily are well : I beg to 
he remembered to them. I will write to your 
mother in a few days. You arc very good in 
leaving l^er alone as little as may be. Continue 
Xo write to me frequently, freely^ and fully j 
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, the hearing of my deareft friends and family's 
weljEure being the only true happinefs I have 
any chance to enjoy amidfi the perpetual hurry 
in whixii I live. 

I am my dear Jack^ 

Tour very ^e^ionate Friend and F other ^ 

Ceo, Wajhington^ 

Junis i8, 1776.. 

New-Tori, July the 8, 1 776 

To Mr. Lund Wajhingtoni at MounuVernony Fair^ 
fax County J Virginia* 

DeanLundy 

WE are ftill going on with all imaginable 
fcri(knefs and fuccefs with our works, 
which, I think are already impregnabk. It 
would really aftonilh you to fee the progrefs we 
have made. I do not believe that all hiftory 
can furn^h a precedent of fo much being done 
in fo little i time, or in fo mafterly a manner, 
where you had fo little right to look for con- 
furomateddll. If in every thing clfe, we could 
but come up to our exertions in thefe fortifi- 
•^ions, I ihould hardly know how to doubt 



tht judgment of thofe who think that we toay 
hid defiance to the world. But, I feaow not 
how it is, I am diffident of every thingi Whilft 
almoft every body eife feem to have perfuaded. 
"^emfelves, that we have nothing to fear, I 
alone tor mcpt myfelfwith thinking that every- 
thing is againft us. Even from thefe very works 
which have infpired us with fuch confidence, I 
anticipate only misfoirtune and difgrace. By 
. this time the die is caft, and America is autho- 
ritatively declared free and iadependcnt ;, and 
mile& we can be conteated to appear ridiculous 
in the eyes of all the world, we muft refolve to 
fupport this declaration by a fuitable conduct ; 
we muft fight our way to freedom aixi inde- 
pendency ; for in no other way, ftiall we be 
permitted to obtain it, farther thftn words. 

A war, therefore, and a moft fbrious oneri* 
now inevitable. Next to g5od finances, which 
it is not my province to provide for, a good 
^ army is, doubtlefs, a main requifite to the car-^ 
rying on a Xuccefsful war^ And a good army, 
is by no means fecured, as fome feqm to reckon 
Vy fecuring'a large number of men. We want 
D 
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fcldfers, and between thefe, and raw, , uncBK:J., 
plined men, there is a wide difference. 

^ - The queftion then is, how are thefe raw and 
undifcijplined men ta be formed into good fol* 
^ers ? And I am free to give it as my qpinion^ 
that fo far from contributing to this, will 
firongholcfe, fortified pofts, and deep intrench- 
ments be found, that they wiH havc-ardirrft 
contrary effed. To be a foldier, is to be inured 
to, and familiar with danger ; to dare to look 
your enemy in the face, unfheltcred and expo- 
fed to their fire, and even when repuHed, ta 
rally again with undiminilhed fpirit- The In- 
dian maxim is, that it is. equally your duty to 
take care of yourfelf, and to annoy your ene- 
my. To a general, this may not be an unufual 
caution ; but I will venture to aflTert, that 
whenev^ a private centinel allows himfelf to 
aft on 'this principle, the odds are, that, in the 
moment of trial, in hi^ exceeding fblicitude 
npt to forget the former, the latter will be but: 
3fittle attended to. Now, what I ask, are all 
thefe mighty ditches and breaft-works, but fo 
many leffons and admonitions tcr our men of* 
what prodigious importance it is to take care 
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dS^themielves ? It would be almoft wortk our 
wMle to be defeated, if it were only to train us 
to ftand fire, and to bear a rev^rfe of fortune 
M^ith a decent magnanimity. If it had not been 
for this yi-judged humour of fighting from be- 
hind a fcreen, the 19th of April, and 27th of 
Junelaft year, might have been* the happ^eft 
days America ever faw. All thejfe things have 
I, again and again, repr^fiaited to my maftets ^ 
lam afiiamed to lay, to how Tittle purpofe* - 
They return me anfwers und inftruftions, 
Vhich, though I cannot refute, have not yet 
convinced wl^at I would call the feeUngs of my ^ 
own mind, * 

This day week, the enemy's fleet was £rft 
defcried off Sandy-Hook. They have been 
^mpWyed fincethen, in debarking their troops 
on Statcn-Ifland, where they are cantoned, as 
-far as I can judge, in a very uncompaft and 
unguarded manner. I cannot exadly afcertaia 
ikeit number, 'but I have reafoii to believe, 
that they M fliort of feven thoufand. It is 
more extraordinary ftill, that I am not able to 
inform you of the exaft number^ forces un- 
der my own con^imand : I fancy ho^vever, w(f 
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might bring into the fidd, at this place, double 
their nuirber at a minute's warning ; and A^^ith 
this fuperiority of numbers, making all poffiblc 
allowances for our otlier difadvantages, one' 
would hope we might be able to give a good 
account of them. You,whoarefanguinc in die 
extreme, and all impatience, will ^gerly alk, 
why we fiiffered them to land unmolefted, and 
to remain fo ever fince* What excellent expe- 
ditions your fire-fide generals can inftantly plan 
and execute ! But you forget that they are 
pofted on an ifland, and that we have no way 
of coming at them unlefs they would.lend us 
their fliips and boats, wMfcch I have not prefu* 
med to ask of them. Aware, however, of the 
importance of falling on them, whilft there is 
^ chance of doing it with fuccefe, ande-re tljey 
become ^a match for us, by rdnforcements, 
which they daily expefi:,. I have formed a 
fcheme, which,atleaft,isplaufible, and promi. 
fes'fairtobe fuccefsfuL I have Submitted it 
to Congrefs, and every moment expeft their 
anfwer ; and if they will butfupportme with 
alacrity ,^ and in gOod eameft, my next, I t^uft 
win mX be fo defponding. I expeft to be dSl 
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ready to put my plan in execution on Tuefday, 
or at fartheft, on Wednefdiay night ; fo that 
probably, at the very moment you arc reading, 
this, we maybe engaged in a very different 
fervkc. Vou will, no doubt, be impatient to 
Ijear from me as fbqn as may be after Wednef- 
day> aad I will not difappoint you. Meanwhile 
I ihall not.need to tell you, that end how it ^irill 
all that I freely chatter to you, is to remain a 
profound fecret to every body elfe* 

Doftor, now Brigadier General Mercer, h 
here, and is a great comfort to me. like my- 
felf, he wants experience; but he is very 
ihrewd and fenfible, and though a Scotfman, 
i« remarkably humane and liberal. I have com- 
3riunicatcd the whole of my defign to him alone; 
and, am not afliamed to own, that I have 
received much affiftance from him. I know 
not how it may turn out ; but though neither 
Be nor I are very apt to be fanguine, we have 
both confeffed to be fo on this occafion. Ani-" 
mated, however, as I feel myfelf with the near 
profpeft of at length doing fonlething, not un- 
Vortby the high rank to which I am raifed, I 
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oVnir<> yoU) I take a feriaus jdeafure in it, only 
90 it flaHtera me with the hq>e of thereby ob- 
taining a 4>eedier and happier peace. Let us, 
fince war muft be our lot, diftinguifh ouifelve» 
as freemen ihould, in fields of blood, ftill re« 
»ien?br.ring, however, that yc fight not &r 
•conqueit, but for liberty. 

I am with^ the irueji Ejie^m^ 

Dear Lund^ ^ 

f$ur Faithful FrUnd and Servant , . 



NetV'Torl^ July 16, 1776; 
To Mr. lamd Wa/tingtM^ t^c. 

Dear Lunh, 

HOW cruelly are all my* hopes in one fad 
'moment blafted and deftroyed ! I an^ - 
pofitrvdyordercd to wait for the^nemy inour 



Sues ; and left I ihould be hiad enou^ ndt to 
obey their mandates, not a^ finglc tittle of any 
thing I had afkcd for, is grabted. Thus has a 
fecond opportunity of rendering my country 
an efiential fervice, in the way of myprofeffion, 
been unwifely, and in the moft mortifying 
manner defied me. I profefs, I hardly know 
how to bear it : having to regret not only, tha* 
^ two opportunities, fuch as may never agaiti 
occur, have been fuffered to pafi by us unim- 
proved, but that none can happen, we can im- 
prove. Managed as matters are, we neither arc 
nor ever ihall be, a military people ; and yet, 
in the train in which things are now put, unlefe 
we are, it were idiotifm to hope for either fret* 
dom or independence. 

I remember well, in a com^erfation I onco 
W with a friend, now, moft unjuftly as well 
as unwifely, driven from his friends and his 
home, on the fubjeft of monarchies and repub- 
lics, he objeded to the unavoidable flownelk 
and dilatorinefs of the executive power iv\ the 
latter. Aiiping to anfwer him in his OM^m 
' way, I replied that, if popular councils were 
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flow, they yet were fure, and that in the tnulii^. 
iude ofcouncellors there isf/zfetj. His anfwer Was 
prbphetical. If ever (he faid) we of thefe coun-^ 
tries iixould raihly put thefe things to the proof 
it would be found, that, however true this 
adage might be in the cabinet, it was not fo in 
the field. Convinced, by mel^mcholy experi- 
-cnce, that this is the cafe, and, that without 
ibme difiTerent fyftem, we (hall but expofe 
ourfelv^ to contempt ai^d ruin, I reifoive this 
evening honeftly & openl/ to lay fo to the 
Congre£t. I will go farther, and add,, that if 
thejr cannot in fad, as well as in appearance, 
truft me with the unoontrouled command of 
their army, I will no longer be th^sir puppet* 
Why fliould I ? it being now morally certain 
thai by going on as we have hitherto done, I 
can neither bring honour nor profit to them ; 
atnd yet am fure to lofe all the little of either 
which I have or might have, poffeffed. 

. I want words to exprefs to you what I have 
felt, andfftill do feel on this difappoihtment 
of all my hopes : I had allowed myfelf to buildl 
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too much on my fcheme : and I fecm to be lA 
the* fituittion of otie who fhould be allowed tO 
irife, Oil purpofe only to be thrown dowtt. 
irhe enemy, in the mldft of all out blufteringsy 
Biuft defpijfe us ; and did hot fhiXnt Or fome 
better principle reftrain theni, 1 Ihouid be but 
little liirprized to find General Howe, even 
Tprfth his prefent little handful attacking us } 
yes, attacldng us in our entrenchments.- What 
fliallldo? to retreat is to entail on myfelf the 
icurfes of every public man in my country ; and 
'.to go on is certain ruin anddifgracc. Were 
the world to know only my true hiftory on 
'this trying cccafion, I perfuade myfelf, all the 
candid and confiderate in it would acquit me of 
blame. But this the world ^an know only by 
my refolvihg to tell a tale, iehich, conlidering 
the rank I iiow hdld in it, muft involve my 
country in fuch internal broils and quarrels, as 
muft be fatal to the vglorious caufe in which wc 
liave embarked. And this, I truft, I fhall have 
'^^the virtue never tq do, be my private wr6ng$ 
and fufferings ever fo great. 

I have finifli^d my letter to the Congrefs, to 
! whom I have, at liength, fpoken in a fibre per- 

E •'- 



C 34 3 

Anptory tone, than, I fancy, they have been 
ufed to. It was abfoUitdy neceflary ; and X 
ihould ai deferve their confidence, ifthrougl^ 
any miftaken complaifance or diffidence, I hefi* ^ 
tated to point o^it to them the mifchievotis 
confequences of their interference. Ihavealfip 
infifted on precife inftrudions in what manner 
I am to condudmyfelf towards the Britifli cotsk^ 
miflloners, if peradvonture, as is probable, their 
overtures fhould be made through me. ThdjT 
anfwer will have a great influence on all my 
future meafures ; as I ihall then know, (and 
furely it is time I fliould) oh what ground I 
ftand. The very decided and adycntroiv 
meafure, which Congrefs itfelf hasjuft takcp 
is big with the moft important confequence?, 
not only to the community at large, but to every 
man in it. The temper and judgment whic^ 
they Ihall now^manifeft, on their firft avowe4 
affumption of the reins of government, will 
be indicative of what we may hereafter c^xped 
Hoping for the beft, I yet will watch them moft 
carefully. 

^Tis all fearful expeclation : Every man I fee, 
ffcms Mbe employed in preparing himfelf £p£| 
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tKe momentous rencontre, which every man 
perfuades faimfelf muft fbortly come on. There 
i& an oilenfible eagerncfs and tinpetuofity 
amongft us^ I could willingly have cxCufed : I 
Ikould have beteri better pleafed with that ftcady 
compofnre which diftkiguiflies veterans. One 
thiogis in oiirfavour, the pai&ons ofour foldiery 
arefeklom fuffered tofublide ; bein^conftantly 
agitated by fbme ftrange rumour or othe^« 
Happcn'what will, it can hardly be more cx^ 
toiordinyy, than fome one or other is perpetu- 
^jrprefagiti^. And, we have already perform- 
ed fturh feats of valour whilftwc have no enc* 
mi^ to engage but fuck as onr own imaginati* 
00^ manufadnre £br us, thsU: I cannot but hope 
we fliall do well, merely becaufe i» one ever 
fcems to entertain a fufpidon that we fliall not. 
I can as yet, give no guefs, where or when they 
^J^^ apprpach us.: I conclude, however, that 
they will hardly ftir, till they are joined by aU 
the nden they expcft, defponding as I am, I wifli 
they '^vcre arrived ; and that, at this moment 
they were in a condition to attack us : They 
may gain bv procraftination, but wearef^re 
tolofe. 
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I vm>tt to Mrs. Waihington lately, ahd fiudT J 
again in a weekor two, if I do not hear of her, 
ere that in Philadelphia* It has furprized inc» 
that after what I wrote, flie Jhould hefitate* : 
I beg of you, if flie be ftill fearfbl, to fecond my 
perfuaiions by every means in your power. > 
Expofed as flie mull be to fo many intcrvicwa r 
with people in the army,all of whom are i^ : 
the way of the finall-ppox, I have themoft : 
dreadful apprehenfions on her account. I know • 
not well how the notion came iptq Qiy head,, ' 
but it is certain^ I have, for fevcral days, per- 
fuaded myfdf that iheis jdreajdy inoculated, > 
and that4)ut of tendemeis and delicacy, fhe : 
forbears to inform^ me of it, till (he can ^a > 
inform me flie is out of danger*. 

I note fundry particulars in your letter, to ^ 
which I am not fqlicitous to ^ve you anfwers. 
Why, when ypu have fo often afl^ed in vain, . 
will yqu prefs me for Copgrefi-fecrcts ? What^ 
ever your or my private fentiment3 or wi&ea . 
may be, it is fufficjent for us that we know the 
higheft authority in our comitry has declared 
it free and independent. All that is left for , 
\is XQ do Is, ^sf9X^w^ c?»n, tq fuppoit this 
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dtdzhidon^ iirithout too curioufly enquiring r 
into either iu wifdom or itijuftice. Ifirmlf'' 
bdievC) that the. advocates for this mealure, : 
nieant ' well i and I pay them but an ordinary • 
comfdimeint in tlunking^tfaat they were fitter 
Co determine on a pointof this fort^ than either ' 
you or I arc. At any rate, the world muft ^ 
allow it to be a f|nrtted meafure; and ^ I have 
to wifli for is, that we . may fupport it with a 
AiitaWc fyirit, 

/ aMj my Dear Lund 
Tours mo/i (^Sipnateiy^ 

New'Tori^ July 15, \^^%^ 



Tp Afn LundWaJhiniton^ &c^ 
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Dear Lundy I 

LAST Friday, the Britifli fleet was feen offi 
StatenJfland ; they have fince been em^ 
ployed, uninterrupted by us, in debarldngtheir; 
mcn^ floresi &c. And as they muft now, 1 
Ihould imagine, be pretty nearly ^ ftrong ii: 
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{||^ expcft tti be tbb csinpaigA, ao doUbt Irtf^ 
flmli foonJbear of thdr motibht, { harvd resSbtt 
torbclicvc, their firft cflky'^bill ilDt bd onthit^: 
but on Long^Ifland ; > wfaett injudiciouily I 
think, vc aifoare^ orfedi' fljall^ be in fbrce>- 
Yet, if //c do but aiS our parts as becomes usj 
bd tr *: : Tue a* it miy, we (haU at Icaft ^vethem 
no r* ^ ^' ^ ?r ear neft of what they have to ckped? 
iRthe^ >reof the ?^ar. Buttterc fa no-rely- 
ins any plan that is to be 4xecutca* lif\ 

ra;w ; ' -n- ' • 

Y^ a have heard much; of the poirers %ith 
which commiffioners were to be invefted, for 
tiie pnrpofe of fettling this difpute* Like^moft 
other things belonging to it, thefe too have 
ipadc a much gi*atcr,figUre in^alk, that they 
do in faft^ There are but two comxniffioners, 
the twoliowes ; and their powers are extreme- 
ly vague and undefined. It is a pity, methint^ 
titat Qtm^cck had not had better information 
XHk iimM>jc& ; if they had, itdsto be prefti- 
Hied', they would not have precipitated the de- 
dantion of independency > fo as to preclude 
aEpof&bility o£ negotiation..! may venture to 
^irh)|per in your eai) that this excepted, I firm- 
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ly rtdic^, that America ^tnight h^rc :carrifM| 
every other point ; and, ^ceitamly, there yns 
a time wheA this WQuld have beea deen^ a <fQ|i 
^efLbeyond^the waripcft wifhes (rfthe w^piefi^ 
American. Whether in the prefent pofturfe 
of affairs, it ftill be fo, is another queftion: I can 
anfwer only for myfelf, that 1 would not eyen 
aik foxnjicli. Different men will judge difterent* 
ly withxc^ed to this conduA, on the part o£ 
Qreat-9ritain j I own I amibewildercd and pu«-^ 
zled to account for it. After fuch an aftonitfibh 
ing e^pence as they have been at, and with fU€)( 
fair pro^fts as they have before them of beings 
foon in a capsicity to prefcribe their owrn terms^ 
it certainly is extraodinary to find them con* 
defcending to.be friends with us, on conditions 
as mortifying and degrading to them,as they 
are flattering to us. I can account for it but 
in one way ; I really afcribe it to their magna- 
nimity. It muft be an unpleafant conteft to 
the nation : I fay the nation ; for however ex- 
pedient it may be for us to have it called a mi- 
nifterial war, no man who knows any thing 
of the £n^{h governmernt, can imagine, 
that the miniftry could have moved a ftep in it. 
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if it Had net been the fcnfe of the nation. It 
xnuft, too be a moft fruklefs, and unprofitable 
war; fince every advantage they can gain^ 
in«ft in faft be a lofs, as being gained over 
themfelves. No bonder, therefore, they hav* 
been flow and backward to enter into it ; no 
wonder they would be glad to be well rid of 
\tfin almoft any terms. I have ever been of 
this opinion, and it was this perfuafion alone 
that recpnciled me to the mtafure of tak« 
ing.uparms. I fee, however, the world a- 
70und me viewing it in a different Ught ; cvery- 
eonceffion that is made to us, they attribute^o 
timidity only, and defpondency. I ownappea.* 
raaces make for this conjedure j and, ho doubt 
Congrefe will give it its^fanftion. 

I have not adopted this opinion, that wc 
might have peace with Great-Britain, 
qn terms which would once, h?ive been 
thought moft honourable, on flight grounds. 
Ycfterday, a letter was brought to me, making 
Overtures for a negotiation, from Lord Howe.- 
I had expeded it ; and had my inftru£Hons. It 
was addrcff«d to me , as I had forefecn as in my 



r 41.3 

fntntt charaftcr only. On the grouhd of in- 
dependency if we chofe to maintain it this was 
not a mere matter of piindiUo ; it was the 
critical moment of trial, whether we woul4 
affert, or recede from our pretenfions. Nevet 
did men fit in debate on a queftion of highet 
magnitude: and, when they had once dcter^ 
sained to declare their country free, I fee not 
• why they might not fupport this their decla- 
ration, by this as well as other means. A con- 
trary condufk would certainly have indicated 
ibme want of firmnefs. Yet I confels to you, 
1 felt auk^ard upon the occafion. The Punc- 
*tiliofeemed, and it could not but feem, to be 
my own : and as fuch it looked^ Inethought, 
as though I were proud of my titles. Put your- 
fitlf in my place ; and fee me, longing as you 
IpSmoW I do moft earneftly fw peace,^ yet tt^rn- 
ing my back on a gentleman, whom I had ^ 
reafon to confidet as the harbinger of it, only 
becaufe he afked for Mr. and not. Genera! 
WaJbingUn. How often it is my lot to find it 
my indifpenHble duty to ad a part contrary to 
both my own fentiments and • inclinations ! 
But, if I miftake not, it is in fuch iniiancedF 

F 
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^niy^ , that, prt^^crly fpeakiog', 'Wc' mtmffft 
our fortitude and magnanimity. ^ 

I fliall aftohifh you, when I inform you^ 
that this firft rebuff abated not the ardour of 
the noble commiffioner. His deputy paid u» 
a fecpnd vifit, and vouchfafed to honour n)c 
.with the appellation of General. What 
name will you give to this condefcenfion ? B 
Own it hurt me j and has well nigh led me in^ 
-tp» a train of thinking very different from all 
my former opinions. The gentleman wl^ 
l)rought the meffage, is a.Colonel PatterfoiK 
Adjutant-General, and a fenflble well informu- 
ed man. He requefted to fpeak to me alone ^ 
and I was glad he did.. After the firlt faluta^- 
tions, he told me the purport of the lett^* 
which had been refufed ; and his errand uosr 
was to aik me to point out -the moft 
eligible means of opening a negociation, for 
the purpofe of accommodating the unhappy 
dlfpute. I replied that I knew of but ope 
way J and that was by application to Con- 
.grefs. ].He faid, the King's CommiiTioners 
would have ho objeclioh to treating with 
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iBasi tQtBi1>ei§' Sft^ho/ ^on^xo&d the Congrdfa, 
J^J(?y^Qd ^ytlat^they came with legal an- 
^^ity fifom |h4 regular legiflatur?s ^f their 
refpedive cbunffks. I a:n£wcred, they, 
doubtlefs would come with fuch aut;hority4 
•as, indeed, they could come with ho other* 
t evidently faw hi^ drift In the exception, ^s he 
did n^ine : and fo put a flop to all poiiibility of 
iniftake ; he declared it impofliMe for his 
,mafters ever to acknowledge tlie Congrefs, 
%s fuch, a legal, and conftltutional body of 
tnfen, and as.it feemed to te rather a punclil- 
iio off pride, than of airy real importance, Ije 
^ihoped it might he ,waved. ,1 ftared : )lpw, 
iSir, have you not already acknowledged the 
powers of Gongrefs, . by ackno>vledging the 
honourable -rank I hold, and which I hold 
ftotn- them, and ?them only? That faid he, 
"•Was the conceiSon merely of poHtcriefs ; aiyi 
'^fifeSe fer the purpofe only of getting ^cce|s 
■4o riie; ^nd he was perfua4ed, ; I was too fcjn- 
ffne a man to lay any ftrefs'on fo mere a tri- 
^^c'i I thanked Jhiim for his cOippliment, byt 
-affured him, that I meant to Jay. the moft fef- 
"iious ftreis on it. If heVeally had that opini- 
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en of my underftaiiiting which he mu pletll 
ed then to exprefi, he qiuft have lbppc^eei» 
that though a trifle in itfelf, it ceafed to be iiil 
after I had made a point of it^, 

Words could not have told him mo^^ 
ftrongly that our refcdutions were to affctt 
^nd maintain qur independcnqr. And ifth^ 
Commiflionen of the j^ing of Great-Britain 
found thexnfdves either unable or unwilling 
to g^ve vp this, as a preliminary article, thcy^ 
and he muft pardon mc for fitying, tl^ I 
could but think them very idly em]^oyed im 
folicitingan interview with me. On tht? he 
prepared to tajcc his leave, firft adding, with 
a degree of fliarpnefi and animation, thatl 
own aff^dtcd me. Sir, faid he, you arc pleat 
ed to be cavalier with me : I cozuSder ycm w 
awell.meaning^I wifli I could fey, weU-in- 
formed man j yet, I anv miftaken, if your . 
head, as well as your heart, would not, ^ ^ 
this moment, di<5^ate a very different Jan* 
guage. There may be heroifm, for ou^t I 
know, in defperately refolving to go all 
lengths liirith the men with whom you have 
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jcowjcAcd youriHf ; hat it b mackefi : and 
you may be tlunkful if poftcrity ^vcs no 
vorfe a name to a man who has no judgment 
of his own. Wron^, Sir^ your judgment 
uo longer* We cert?dnly ftoqped as low at 
^c proudeft wrong-head among yon could 
aik us ; but, if you really think as you &em 
to effeft to do, that we have^ made thcfe 
overtures either from meannefe^ from a diilniil: 
of our caufe, or our ability to make good 
our juft claims, you arc out in all yourreckon- 
fng» That the mean and narrow-mindtd 
leaders or your councils may diffepiinate fuch 
opinions, in your unhappy country, I can ea- 
fly fuppofe; but remember Sir, you, and 
and your party, owe fome account to the 
world ? arid when the world fliall come to 
know your infatuated infdence in this iri- 
ftance before us, as know it they muft, think 
how you will excufe yourfelves ? I replied 
with no k6 warmth, ' nor I truft, dignity. 
I was, indeed, ftung : for after once havinjg 
owned me as a General, you* mud confcf* 
there was fomething Angularly contemptuous 
in prefuming thus to {chool me. A few perr 
fonaj civilitiep put an end to the conference. 
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I have tranfmittcd % faithful account of k 
td Gongrefe ; but, as I can hardly fuppofift 
they "W&i jndgc it expedient to make it pub- 
iic, i ithpught I owed i:o you, not wholly to 
dtfappoint your curiofity. you will not, 
fcowcTcr, need me to caution you to be fecret, 
as t^dl pn this as on otlicr things, which J 
'wtite tb.y5©u. 

r . One 4:hing more I muft not omit .to ,mcn- 
tion to you. In my conference with Cplon^l 
^atterfon, I thought I could difcover that it 
Hva§ iptended I Ihould be impreffed with a 
perfuafion that th^ Commifliciners thought 
rnot uxifavoyrbly of our preten^ons, as urged in 
the beginning of the difpute. This is -to be 
. accounted for. They are Whigs j and if lam 
rightly informed, the General owes his fi?at, in 
Parjiar^cnt to the intereft of the dlflcntcrs. 
But whj' approve of ourfirftpretenfion^ only? 
Surely if we were then right, we are notriodv 
wrong ; I mean as to what we have a:right.to, 
l)y the principles of th<i conftitution ; the ex- 
.pcdiency of our meafures is now out of quel-- 
tion..^ I Q^unot diflfotiate the ideas between 
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0ur -Ixaving a right of refiftanCfc intbti ctfiscof 
taxatioii, and the fairte ri^t in the cafe cf 
kgiflating for us* You knofw I am iid dec|) 
cJafuift in political fpeculationsj but having 
kappily been brojaght lip in revolution prii>- 
ci^es, I thought I trod furely when I tk^aced 
^hc footftcps (rf thofe Vjcnerabli men*: =Won- 
iJerful ! : Thefe too arc the principles of cur op* 
^nents i fo that all our misfortune and fault 
is the having put in ptaftice the very tenets 
which they profcfs to etoibcace- : ;^ 

- - r^ ff , 

But, I fliall exhauft your patience ; whifL J[ 
fliould not dp, forefeeing as I do, that I fiialL 
hereafter, have occafion to put it to the triaJ*. 

/ am \viih the iruejl regard^ '^' ^ 
Dear Lund^ Taurs, ^c. 



To Mr. Lund IVaJbir^tony feV. ... ;'. 

IWISH I could fay I thoroughly approved of 
all the new regulations in the new infiituti- 
^% of government in my native ftate. It could 
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ha^rtvetj hardly hayc been expefted Aat » 
rdformatiou fo capital and co»prehcnfiYe 
ihould be pcrfeft at firft; the wonder is, it \t 
not ftill more exceptionable. My heart glowf 
with nnufual warmth when I advert, as I of* 
ten do, to that pure and difintercfted ardo^ 
which muft have animated the bnlk of mf 
-countrymen throughout the whole *of thil 
coTOtrovcrfy. There may be exceptiooi 
amongftus, and no doubt, there are; but k 
is not fair to infer this from our uncommon 
impetuofity and violence. This one would 
wilh rcftrained, but,; by no means extlrpatr 
cd; for is it not the eflfeftof ahighly agitated 
public fpirit) the mere efFervefcence of good 
IMrinciples thrown into a flate of ftrong fermen- 
tation ? And, furely, even precipitancy is pre- 
ferable to the fpirit-breaking cautions of duU 
, dd|)ondency» Yet I am no advocate, in gc* 
neral, either for ralh meafures^, orraih men; 
but at fuch a conjunftu're as this, men 
had need to be ftimulated by fomc piofc 
adive principle than cool and fober rcafon* 
They muft be' enthufiafts, or they will cott- 
tinuc to be Haves. 
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. Xgave this in anfwer to my fii^nd Mr, 
Carter's objections to the firft procedures of 
the new government. No doubt^ Henry is, 
in many rBfpe£i:s, the unfitteft mail in the ftate 
for Governor of Virginia. He has no proper* 
t^, no learning, but little good feilfe, and ftill 
lefs virtue or public fpirit ; but he is the idol 
of the people ; :^nd as it is by their means on- 
ly that you can hope to eifeft the grand fchciftes 
which you have meditated you muft humour 
them, and indulge them with thrir rattle* 
They will foon tire of him ; and the opportu-^ 
nity mull tlien be watched gently to lead 
them to a better choice ; for they may be led, 
though they'cann^t be driven. And though it be 
alas! but too true, that they often miftafce 
their real interefts, I am of opinion they never 
miftake them long. Soon.er or later, they will 
judge and ad from their fettled feelings, 
and thefe I take it are*generally founded in their 
fettled interefts. When great enterprizes are 
to be performed, we may well difpenfe with 
fome little errors in judgment ; when without 
that, we have, in its ftead, that which perhaps 
we could not have with it ; I mean, that un» 
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dIfcipKhed ardour which is infinitely better a^ 
dapted to our purpofesv 

There cannot be a- more ftriking, inftancc 
that the judgment of the people may, in gene- 
ral, bfe fafely trufted, in the long run, than is to 
be met with in Virginia. Very few countries 
liave to boaft of more men of refpeckable un- 
derftandiftgs ; I know of none that can produce 
a family, all of them difUnguifiicd as clever' 
xnen, like out Lees. They arc all of them th^ 
very m&i one would wiih for to take the lead- 
of a willing multitude ; for, they are certainly 
men of fliining tsdents, and their- talents are of 

that particular kind which ufually render meA^ 
popular. No men were more fo, than the mea- 

in queftion once were. It it obvious, this is^ 

no longer the cafe ; and the reafoti muft be that 

they are no longer wor^thy of it.* With alt 

liieir clcvemefs, they are felfilh in the extreme^ 

The people, at length, found this out ; or, no 

doubt, R. H. Lee would have now been go* 

Vernor, the grand objeft of all his aims. 

You would be mortified to hear the crilf- 

cifms which are common here on Henry V 

ihauguratign fpeedh. It is,- indeed, a gooir 



,«nd pitiful performance ; and yet 1 can ijp- 
leivc that fct off by his fmootKand oily .delivery^ 
^^^)vould appear ck^ver when hejfpoke it. Vlh^ 
,^did he not alk Mr, Page to prepare it for hinpi? 
There is notamanin Aipericamore capable. The 
<Iounfellgrs of ftate arecertainly irreproachable, 
.and will do honour to4:hofe whoappointedthem. 
I am particularly plcafed with the fucccfs of my 
Jhoneft brother-in-law JJat Dandridge; and the 
pleafureis jwtleffoncd by theafl&irance he makes 
me, that my letters were feri^c^eable to him* 
:there being but few men whom 1 love more 
^han I do him. As^you are soon to go down 
the country, you will iee hipi j and therefore 
ipare me the trouble of writing, particularly 
Xo him. My friends muft now be fo indulg- 
':ent to mo^ as* to wave the matter of com- 
pliment: I think obyfelf happy, whenever I 
.c^n write, as I ihould on urgent bufinefs* You 
Jcnow how tickfifh my fituation is ; little z$ 
QXic would think, there is to be envied in it, J 
^et am envied. And though, in all g9od rear 
^Ton, their fears (hould take a direfl: contrary 
xourfe, there are who are for ever fuggcfting 
--fofpicions aiid jc^0vfie9 of jtbe 5irmy ^n.d i^ 
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commander. My own heart aflures me I mean 
them no ill : hoWever^f I really have the influ- 
ence and afcendehcy which they fuppofe, I will 
for their fakes as well as my own, hereafter 
► maintain it atibme little coft. A thoufand con- 

/ , fiderations determine me to ftrain evey nerve 

to prevent the army's being under any other 
controul, whilft I live. Let a perfuafion of the 
si neceffity of this, if pccafion fliould arife,be fea- 

fonably urged in my native ftate: and in the 
mean while, let fome more than ordinary pains 
be taken to make me popular. Their own ho- 
nour andintereft are both concerned inmy being 
fa. Shew this to Mr. Dandridge ; and, as 
you both can enter into my meaning, even 
from the m6ft diftant hints, I can reft fatisfied, 
that you will do every thing I wifli you. 

We have lately had a general review ; and 
I have much pleafure in informing you, that 
we made a better appearance, and went 
through oi^r exercifes more like fcddiers, 
than I had expefted. The Southern ftates 
are rafh and blameable in the judgment they 
generally form of their brethern of the four 
JI?w-England ftatQsj I do aflurc yop, with 
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all my partiaKty for imy own countrymen, 
and prejudices againft them, I cannot but con- 
fider them as the flower of the American Army. 
They are a ftrong, vigorous, and hardy pc6- 
ple, inured to labour and toil; which our 
people feldomare. And though our hot and 
eager Tpirits may, perhaps, fuit better in a 
(udden and defperatc enterprife ; yet in the 
way in which wars are now carried on, you 
inuft look for pertnanent advantages only 
from that patient 4nd perfevering temper, 
which is the fefult of a life of labour. The 
New-Englanders' are cool, confiderate and 
fenfible ; whilft we are all fire and fury : likfe 
their climate,^ they maintain an equal tem- - 
perature, wiicreas we cannot fliine, but we 
bum. They have a uniformity and ftability 
of charafter, to which the people of no other 
ftates have any pretenfions ; hence they muft, 
and will always preferve their influence in this 
great Empird Were it not for the drawbacks 
and the difadvantages, which the influence of 
^eir popular opihions, on th<? fubjeft of gq- 
vctnment, have on their army, they fooh 
might, and prpbably would, give law to it. 
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U Gmtrzi Putnapi hid the talent* ,of Kir. 6. 

44^^> P^ ^f* Adams liad bis, perh^pc, 

i^vcQ at ^is moment, this had npt been jmat- 

tfit of conjjefture. fiut Putnam is a plain, 

|>l^nt» wndefigning crfd fellow, .whoTe views 

ceach no further than t;he duties of his profe£- 

iion. be is, indeed, very ignorant j yjet, f 

Bnd him a ufeful officer ; and chie% becauie 

be neither jJagues me nor <)thers, with wrang^^ 

Jing claims of privileges. I owe ^him too ne 

ioiall ^cknowlcdgmeutB, for the fairnefs of 

Jiis acppunts. I coyld open to you ibme 

j^ange fcenes in this way. Some people 

leem to have gotten fuch a habit of cheating 

government, . that, though fufficiently con^ 

icientious in other refpefts, they really are far 

"^^ fcrupulous in their manner of charging 

Jthan, Ithink, becpxpes them. — But, as I have 

soften told you. General Mercer is the man, on 

.^v^bbm thefe ftates muft reft their hopes. The 

jcbarafter that one of his countrymen gave i?o 

^he Pretender, fits him exa<^ly ; " He is the 

,3E0oft caudous man I ever faw, not to be a 

vjcoward j and the braveft not to be rafli.** In. 

jny jxidgment, he is not inferior to General 
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lee, in mflitary knowledge; and, in almoft 

every thing elfc, he is, infinitely, his fupe- 

rior. Yet the overbearing virtues of this laft 

namedi gentleman arenfefal to u^, efpecially^ 

at our fetting out; we wanted not the fober ajid 

flow deduftions of argument and reafon ; and 
Lee, like the author of Commori Senfe, has. » 

talents pe^fedly formed to dazzle and con* 
found: 

I than); you for your care m making the 
remittances you mention to Meflirs. Carey 
atod Co. I finpercly wifh they may arrive (afe t 
^ I certainly owe it to them, to take every 
ftep in my power tamake them eafy* Ther6 
h a plea&re in doing as one ought^ in little a& 
well as great afFairsf : but, in my prefent dr- 
cumftatices, I fhould often want this pleafure^ 
were it not for your affe^onatc afliduity, and 
truly^ friendly attention. God blefs you^ my 
dear friend, for every iriftanc<^ of your care 
aad concern fov Q^^* 

lam ^c. 
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June -24, 1776. 

To Mrs. Wajhingion* 

My Dbarest Life and Lov^ 
OU have hurt me, I know not how 



Y 



much, by the infinuation in your laft, 
that my letters to you have lately been lefsT 
frequent, becaufe I have felt lefe concern 
for you. The fufpicion is moft unjuft ; — ^may I 
AOt add, it is moft unkind ? Have we lived,^ 
now almoft a fcore of years, in the clofeft and 
deareft conjugal intimacy to fo little purpofe 
that, on an appearance only of inattention 
to you, and which you might have accounted 
for in a thoufand ways more natural and more 
probable, youfliould pitch upon that fingle 
motive which alonie is injurious to me ? I have 
not, lown, wrote fo often toyou aslwifhedarid 
as I ofught. But think of my fituation, and 
then alk your heart, if I be without excufe. We 
are not, my deareft, in circumftances the moft 
favourable to our Tiappinefs: but let us not, I 
befeech you, idly make them worfe, by indulg- 
ing fufpicionsandapprehenfions which minds in 
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diftrcfij arc but apt to give way to. * I never 
was, as you have often told me, even in my 
better and more difengaged days, fo attentive 
to the little pundiiios of friendfhip, as, it may 
be^ became me : but, my heart tells me, there 
never was a moment in my life, fince I firft 
knew you, in which it did npt cleave and cling: 
to you with the warmeft aflfedion: and it muft 
ceafe tp beat, ere it can ceafe to wifli for your 
iappiacfi, above any thing on earth, 

Jl congratulate you' moft cordially on the fair 
profpect of recovery of your amiable daughter- 
m-law ; nor can I wonder, that thi;s fecond 
lofs of a little one Ihould affect you, I fear the 
fatigues of the journey, and the perpetual a- 
gitations of a camp, were too much for her. 
They are, however, both young and healthy; 
fo that there can be little doubt of their foon 
repairing the lofs. 

And now will my deareftlove permit me,, 
a little m6re earneftly than I haye ever 
yet done, to prcfs you to confent to that fa 
iB^ccellary, fofafecmd focafy» though fo dreads 
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M a. tiling— The being innoculated ? l£ yn» 
always advifeable ; but at this jundurc it feem» 
to be almoft abfolutcly neceffary. 

lam far from Yure, that, that reftlefs mad- 
man, our quondam Governor, from the mere 
luft of doing mifchief, will not foon betake 
himfelf to the carrying on a praedatory war 
in our rivers. And as Patomack will certain- 
ly be thought moft favourable for his pur-^ 
pofes, as affording him fcope to keep without 
the reach of annoyance. I have little reafon, 
to^atter myfelf that it would not be particu- 
larly pleafing to him, to vent his fpite at njy 
hauife. Let him; it would affed me only as it 
might affed you > and, for this reafon, among 
others, I wiih you out of his reach. Yet I 
think I would not have you quit your houfe, 
profeffedly, from an apprehenfion of a vifit 
from him. An appearance of fearfulnefs axid 
timidity, even in a woman of my family, 
might have a bad effect ; but, I muft be foHie- 
thing more or lefs than man, not to wHh yon, 
out of the way of a danger, which, to fay the 
leaft, muft be difagreeable to you, and could 
do good to no one. All this mak^ for 
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j^ur gbinjg to Philadelphia, a place of perfeft 
fecurity; and it would almoft be v/orth while 
to be innoculated, if it were only for the fair 
pretence it furniflies you with of quitting Vir- 
ginia, at a time wh^n I could not but be ex- 
ceedingly uneafy at your remaining in it. But 
I flatter myfelf, any further argument will be 
unnecefiary, when I fliall add, as I now do, 
that till you have had the fmall-pox, anxioufly 
as elfe I fliould wifti for it, I never can think 
ofconfenting to your pafling the winter hefc 
in quarters with me. 

I would have Lund Waihington immediate- 
ly remove all the unmarried and fufpicious of 
the flaves to the^ quarters in Frederick. The 
Harvefiing muft be got in by hirelings. Let 
him not keep any large ftock of grain trod out, 
efpecially at the mill, or within the reach of 
water carriage : and in particular, let' as Itttlfe 
as may be, be left at Clifton^s quarters. It 
will not be too late, even in the firft week of 
July, to fow the additional fupply of hemp 
and ftax-feed, 'which Mr. Mifflin haS: prccur- 
cd forme inPhiladelphbj^d which I hope 
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wiU be with yon before this Ictie^. For ob- 
irious rcafons, you wlU not fow it on the ifland, 
nor by the water fide. But I hope you will 
have a good account of your crop on the Ohio. 
If Bridgey continues refraftory and riotous, 
though I know you can illfparehim, let him by 
all means be fent off, as I hope Jack Cuftis* sboy 
Joe already is, for his faucinefs at Cambridge. 

My attention is this moment called off tQ 
the difcovery, or pretended difcevery, of a 
plot. It is impoffible, as yet, to derelc^e the 
myftery in which it either i$, or is fuppofed. 
to be involved. Thus much only I can find out 
wfth certainty, that it will be a fine field for a 
war of lies on both fides. No doubt it will n^ake-^ 
a good deal of noife in the country •, and there 
are who think it ufeful to have the minds erf 
the people kept conftantly on the fret by nr- 
.jjiours of this fort. For my p art, I who am 
iaid to betheobjeft principally ,ainled at in 
it, find myfelf perfedly at my cafe j and I have 
^mentioned it to you only from an apprchenfion 
fWt,. hearing it from others and not from me, 
you might imagine I was in ihe midft of dan. 
ger that I knew not of. 
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TKe perpetual folicitudc of ymir poor heart 
.About me, is ccrtaialy highly flattering to me; 
yet lihonld tc happy to be able to quiet your 
fears. Why do you complain of my referv^ ? 
Or, how could you imagine that I diftruftcA 
cither your prudence ot your fidelity ? I hzr& 
the higheft opinion of them both. But why 
fliould I teaze you with tediotjs of fchemcs and 
•views which arepcrpettially varying? and which 
therefore might, not improbably miflead, 
where I meant to inform you ? Suffice it that 
I fay, what I have often before told you, that^ 
as far as I have the controul of them, all 
our preparations of war aim only at peace* 
Neither do I, at this moment, fee the leaft 
Kloelihood of there being any confidcrable ml* 
Ktary operations this feafon; and, if not in 
this feafon certainly in no other. It is impoffi- 
ble to fuppofe, that, in the leifure and quiet 
of wintei; quarters, men will not have virtue 
to liften to the diftates of plain common fenfe 
and fober reafon. The only true intereft of both. 
fides i$ reconciliation; nor can there be ii point 
in the world clearer, than that both fidc^ muft 
be lofcrs by war,in a manner which even peace 
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MriH not Toon conpcufiitc for. Wc muH^ at 
laft, agree and be fyiends ; for we cannot live 
^thout them, and they will not without us: 
and a bycftander niight well be puzzled to find 
out, why as good terms cannot be given and 
taken now, as when we fliaU have well nigh 
ruined each other by the mutual ma3nefs of 
cutting one another's throats. For all thcfc 
*i reafohs, which cannot but be as obvious to the 

.|f Englifli commiffioners, and ours, as they are 

i^ ^ to me, lam at a lofs to imagine how airy thing 

can arifc to obilrucl a negotiation, and, of 
. confequence, a pacification. You, who know 
» tny heart, know that'there is not a wifli near- 

i - ^r jto it than this is ; but lam prepared for eve- 

ry event, one only excepted — ^I mean a diflio- 
:nourablc peace. Rather than that, let me, 
though with the lofs of every thing elfe I hold 
dear, continue this horrid trade, and by the 
' moll unlikely means, be the unworthy*ihftru- 
mcot of preferving political feciirity and hap- 
pinefs to therti, as well as to ourfelves. — ^Pity 
-this cannot be accompliflied, without fixing on 
me that fad name. Rebel. I love my king ; you 
' know I do : afoldier, a good man cannot but 



.love Bixa. How peculiarl; hard then is our 
fortune to be deemed tiaitors to fo good a: 
Jang ! But I am not without hopes, that even; 
he will yet fee ckufe to do me juftice : poftcri-: 
ty I am fure will. Mean while I comfort my-; 
felf with the re4c<aion that this has been the- 
fate of the beft and braveft men, even of the 
Barons who obtained Magna Xharta, whilft 
the difpute w^s depending. This, however, aif- 
xioufly as I wifli for', it, it is not mine to com-: 

Wnd: I fee my duty; that of ftanding up fof 
the liberties of my country ; and whatever 
difficulties and difcouragcments lie in my way, 
I dare not ftirink from it ; and I rely on that 
Being, who has not left to us the choice of du- 
tics, that, whilft I coafcientioufly difcharge 
mine, I (hall not finally lofe my reward. If 1 
re^aiy am not a bad man, I ftiall not long be fa 
fetdown. 

, Affure y'ourfelf, I will pay all poffible atten- 
tion to your recfommendations. But happy as 
I am in an opportuaity of obliging you, even 
in the fmallcft tbings.take it not amifs, that I 
ufe the freedom with you to whifper in your 
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year €»> to be fparing of them. You know 
howl am dccumftanccd : hardly the promo- 
tion of a fubateem is left me. AndJ free and 
iBdepcodcnt as I am, Ircfolvc to remain fo* 
I owe the GoEgrcfe no obligations for any per*- 
fonal favours done to myfelf ; nor will I ruii 
in d^t to them for favours to others. Befides, 
lam mortified to have to alk<)^tb4in> what^ 
lA found poUcy(if other motives bilUfeeen wan- 
ting^)they ought to hive granted to me, un- 
asked. I cannot defcribe to you the inconi>e- 
niencies this army fuffers for want of this coa- 
fequencc being given to its commander in chief. 
But, as thefc might be encreafcd,wcre my pe- 
culiar fituation in this refped generally known, 
I forbear; only enjoining you a cautious filencc 
on this head.— In a regular army, our Virgi- 
nia young men, would certainly, in general^ 
make the beft officers^ but I regret that they 
have not now put it in my power juftly to pay 
them this compliment. They diflike their 
nothern allies ; and this diflike is the fource of 
of infinite mifchiefs and vexations to me^ In 
the many difputes and quarrels of this fori: 
which we hate had, ^nc thing hasjparticularly 
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, fifudk me. My countrymen ax;e not iiifef W 
in undcijftanding ; and ar^ certainly fuperior iii 
that diftinguiihed ^irit and high fenfe of ho- 
xio^r which fcould form the charafter of an 
officer. Yet, fdhiehowior Other, It forevei? 
happens, that in every altercation, they are 
prdved to |ttLjpkl^^ wrong ; and they expeft 
qf mc att ep | ^ $ jfeid partialities which it is not 
in my pQwejr.to £b#ie them. 

- Let mc rdy that ydnr anfwet- ib ttiis will ht 
dated in Philadelpfiia. If I am not veiry bufdy / 
engaged, (which I hope may hot be the cafe) 
perhaps I may find ways and means to pay you 
a vilifc of a day or two ; but this I rather hint 
as what I wiflljthan what I dare bid you ex- 
jpect. If you iHll think the fragments of the fet 
of greys I bought of l^rd Botetourt unequal ^ 
to the journejr, lot Lund Wafhington fell 
them, fingly, or rolHerwifei as h^ can, to the 
bell advantage, and purchafe a new fet of bays; 
I could, as you defire, get them here, and 
perhaps on better terms ; but, I have ^ 
notion, whither well or ill fouhded I know 

»jOt, that they never anfwcr well in Virginia 

' I ' - 
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I beg to be affedionatdy remembered to aB 
our friends and relations ; and that you will 
continve to believe me to be 

your mofi faithful and tinder Hujbandy 

G.W. 
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APPENDIX. 

COPY of a Letter frbm The Reverend Mr. 
Jacob Duchj, t^ General Washington. 

OHober ^th, 1777. 

SI R^ 

r* this letter &6uld find you in coundt, or 
in the field, before you read another ^ent« 
cflce I beg you to take the firft opportunity of 
i^ethringand weighing its important (Contents* 
You arcperfoftly acqigiinted with the part I 
fonnerly took in the prefcnt unhs^py conteft* 
I was 4ndeed, among the firft to bear my pu« 
blic teftimony againft having any recourfe to 
threats, or indulging a thought of an armed 
oppofition* The current, however, was too 
ftrong for my feeble efforts torefift. I wiihed 
to follow my countrymen as far only as virtue 
and the righteoufnefs of their caufe, wouldpermit 
me. I T^as, however, prevatlled on, among 
the reft of my clerical brethren in this city. 
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to gratify the prefling defircs of my fellow ci-» 
tKsens, by preaching a fermon to. the fecond 
city battalion. I was prefledtb. publiih this 
iermon, and reludantly confented.— From a 
p«rfonal attachment of nez^r twenty years ftan-e- 
ding, and a high, refpeft for your charafter, 
in private, as well as public life, I took the 
libprty of dedicating this fermon to you. I 
had your affe£lionate thanks for my perform- 
ance, ilia letter, wherein was exprefled, in 
themoft delicate and obliging terms, your re- 
gard for me, and yQur wifhes for a continu- 
ance of my friendfhip, and approb<^tipn of 
"your condu<a. Farther than this 1 intended 
no^ to' proceed. My fermon fpeaka for itfelft 
;SBd wholly defclaims the idea of indep^nr 
dency. My fentiments were weU known tci 
my fviends ; I communicated them, without 
referve, to many refpoftable members of Con- 
grefsjWlio exprefled their warm approbation o( 
it then.. I perfifted to the very laft moment, 
to ufe the prayers for my Sovereign, tho* 
i tJireatcned \v}ih infults from the violence qi 

'p. a party. Upon the declaration of indepen* 

^^ncy \ called my veflyy, an,d fglemnly put 
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the queftion to them. Whether they thought 
it beft for the peace and welfare of the con-» 
gr^tion, to Ihut u|> the churches, or to conti* 
tinue the fervicc, without ufing the pray-: 
CTs for the Royal Family ? This was the fad 
alternative ; I concluded to abide by their de^r 
cifion, as I could not have time to confuit my 
fpiritual fuperjors in England. They deteir* 
mined it nM)ft expedient, under fuch critical 
circumftanc^s, to keep open' the churches^ 
that the congregations might not be difperf- 
cd, which we had great reafon to apprehend. 
A very £?w days after the fatal declaration of 
independency, I received a letter frota Mn 
Hancock, fent by exprefs to Germantown^ 
where my family weri^, for the fummer feafon, 
acquainting me I was appointed Chaplain to 
the Congrefs, and defired my attendance next 
morning at 9 o*clock. Surprized, and diftreff^ 
I cd, as I was, by an event I was not prepared 

to expeft; obliged to g^ve an immediate at- 
tendance, without the opportunity of confult- 
ing my fricndss I,eafily accepted the appoint- 
ment. I could have. but one motive for tak- 
ing this ftep, I th(?iught the cjiurchcs ia daa- 
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ger, and hoped, by this means, to have been 
inftrumental in preventing thofe ills I ^d fo 
much reafon to ^>prehend. I can however^ 
with truth, declare, I then looked upon in* 
dependency rather as an expedient, andhaz* 
-ardous, or^ indetd, thrown out in terrorem^ in 
order to procure fome favourable terms, than 
a meafare that was ferioufly perfifted in at all 
€vtnts^ My fiidden change of condu<5i: will 
dbaily evince this to have been my idea of the 
matter. Upo«i the return of the Committee 
of Congrefe^ appointed to confer with Lord 
Howe, I foon difcerned their whole intentions. 
The diflferent accounts which each member 
gave of this conference, the time they took to 
make up the matter for public view,. and the 
ainazing cfifagrcement between the news pa- 
per accounts and the relation I myfclf had 
from the Tnouth of one of the committed, 
convinced me there. mull have been fome un- 
fair and ungenerous procedure. This deter- 
mination, to treat on no other ftrain than that 
of independency, which put it out of his 
Lordlhip's power to mention any terms at all, 
was fulSiient proof to me, that independency 
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was the idol they had long wifiicd to fct ujp, 
andtha*, rather than facri£ce this, they would 
deluge their country with blood. From this 
. moment I determined uponP my refignation, 
and, in the beginning of Odober 1776, fent 
it in form to Mr Hancock, after having offi- 
ciated only two months and three weeks j 
and from that time, as far as my fafety would 
permit, I have been oppofcd to all their mea- 
forej. This curcumftantial account of my coii'' 
duft, i think due to the friendihip you were 
fb obliging as to txprcfs for me, and I hope 
will be fufficient to juftify any feeming incon- 
fiftencies in the part I have afted. And now, 
dear Sir, fufier me, in the language of truth * 
*id real aflFeftion, to addrefs myfelf to you* 
All the world muft be convinced you are en- 
gaged in the fervice of your country from mp- 
tives perfcftly cUfiuterefted. You rifked every 
thing that was dear to you, abandoned tihe 
fweets of domcftic life, which your affluent 
fortune can give the uninterrupted enjoy- 
ment of. But, had you, could you have had, 
the leaft idea of matters being carried to fuch 
a dangwrou* extremity ? Your moft intimate 






friaul^ ihuddered at the thought of i fdj^i*. 
tion from the mother country, and I took it 
for granted that your fcntiments coincicjed 
with theirs. What then can be the confc- 
quence of tWs rafh and violent meafure and 
degeneracy of reprefentatiop, confufion oi 
councils blunders without numbtr.? The 
moft rcfpedable charafters have withdrawn 
themfelveii, and are fucceeded by a great majo^ 
rity of illiberal and violent men. Take an im^ 
partial view of the prefent Cbngreft,- and 
what can you cxpccl from them ? Your fecL^ 
ings mufl be greatly hurt by the reprefenta^ 
tion of your . natural province. You have n*) 
longer a Randolph, a Bland^ or a Braxton, 
ffxen whofe names will ever be revered, whofc 
demands never ran aboVe the firft grouiid on 
which they fet out, and whofe truly glorious 
and ^d^tuous fentiments I have frequently 
heard with rapture from their own lips.-»- 
Oh ! my dear Sir, what a fad coritraft of cha- 
raders now pi*efent— ^others whofe friends 
can ne'er mingle with your own.— •Your 
Harrifon alone remains, and he is difgUftcd 
with the unworthy affgciates. A& to thofe of 
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my own province, fomc of them are fo obfcurc, 
Aat their very names were never in my ears b{^ 
fore, andothershave only been diftinguiflxedfoi: 
the weaknefs of their underftandings, and the 
violence of their tempers. One alone I except 
from the general chapge*-A man of virtue, 
dragged reludantly into their meafures, and 
reftraincd, by fome falfe ideas gf honpur, 
from retreating, after having gone too far. 
You cannot be at a lols to difcover whofe 
aame anfwers tq this character* 

From the New-England provinces, tstn you 
find one, that as a gentleman, you could af- 
fociatc with, unlefs the foft and mild addrefs 
of Mr. Hancock, can atone for his want of 
^very other qualification neceffary for t|je.^at 
which he fills — Bankrupts, attornies, and 
men of defperate fortunes, are his colleagues* 
— Maryland no longer fends a Tilghman 
and a protdlant Carrol.™-Carolina has loft its 
Lynch, and the elder Middleton has retired. 
Axe the dregs of Congrefs then ftill to influence 
a mind like yours ? Thqfe are not the mea 
you engaged to fervc ; thefe are not the men 
that America has chofim to reprcfent' her. 
K 
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Moft of them were chofen by a little low fic- 

''Hon, and the few gentlemen that arc anong . 

them now are well known to lie on the b^ 

hnce, and looking up to your hand alone to 

. turn the b€am : 'Tis you, Sir, and you 

, only, that fupport the prefent Congrcfsf 

of this you muft be fully ftnlible. Long before 

they left Philaddphra, their dignity and cOn- 

fcquence were gone; what muft it be now 

iince their precipitate retreat t — I write with 

freedom, but wdthout invet^ive; I know thefe 

^ things to be true, and I write to one whofc 

f)wn obfervation muft have convinced him 
that it is fo-— After this view o( the Congrefi, 
turn to the army. — The whole world knows 
that its only exiftence depends upon you.; 
that your death or captivity difperfes it in a 

> mament, and there is not 'a man on that fide 

the queftion in America, capable of fucc^ed- 

^ ifig you. — As to the army itfelf, what have 

you to expect from them-*-Have they not fre- 
quently abandoned you yourfelf, iti the hour 
©f extremity ? Can you, have you the leaft 
confidence in a fet of undifciplined men arid 

• • «?3icers, many of them have been taken firom 
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the loweft of the people, without principle, 
without courage ; take away them who fur- 
round your perfon, how very few are there 
you can afk to fit at your table ? — As to your 
Ettle navy, of that little, what is left ? Of 
the Delcware fleet part are taken, the reft 
fiiuft foon furrendcr — Of thofe in the other 
provinces fome arc taken, one or two at fea, 
and others lying unmanned and unrigged in 
your harbours ; and now where are your re- 
foilrces? Oh! my dear Sir, How fadly 
have you been abufed by a fadion void q£ 
truth, and void of tendcrncfs to you <ind 
your country ? They have amufed you with 
hopes of a dedarat;ion of war on the part of 
France. Believe me, from the beft autho- 
rity, it was a fiction from the firft.— Early 
in the year, 1776, a French gentleman \vas 
introduced to me with whom I became inti- 
mately acquainted. His bufincfs, to all ap- 
pearance, was to fpeculate in the merchantilc 
way,' But I believe it will be found, that in 
his country he moved in a higher fpherc. — 
He faw your caufe. — He became acquainted 
with^ all your military preparations.-— He wai 
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introduced to Congrefs, and engaged with 
them in a commercial contraft. — In the courfc 
of our intimacy, he has frequently told me, 
that he hoped the Americans would never 
think of independency j he gave me his rca- 
^ fons.— Independency can never be fupported 
unlpCs France fhould declare war againft Engj- 
land. I well know the ftate of her finances, 
years to come will not put them in a fituatioa 
to enter upon a breach with England.; — At 
this inomcnt there are two parties in the court 
of Verfailles ; one inlifted under th€ Duke- 
De Cboifeul, the other under Count Mau^ 
repas. Choifeml has no chance of fucceeding, 
tho* he is violent for war; Maurepas muft get- 
the better ; he is for oecooomy and peace ; this 
was his information, which I mentiohed to fe- 
veral/members of Congrefs, they treated it as 
a fabk^ depending entirely onDoftor Frank- 
lin's intelligence- The truth of the matter is 
this : Dr. Franklin built upon the fuccefs of 
Choifeul. Upon his arrival in France he 
found him out of place, his councils repro- 
bated, and his party dwindled into an infig- 
Plfici^sit; faclion ; this you ^lay depend upon 
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to be the tilie ftate of afiairs in France, or 
the court of Dr. Franklin. And further, by 
vaft numbers of ktters found on board 
of prizes taken by the King's fliips, it appears, 
that all commerce with the merchants, thro' 
whom all your fupplics luve been conveyed, 
will be at an end ; the letters being full of 
•ompiaints of no remittances from America, 
and many indiyiduals having generally fuffcred. 
From your friends in England you have nothing 
to expect, their numbers have diminifhed to a 
cypher ; the fpirit of the whole natioa is in 
aftivity, a few founding pames among the 
nobility, though perpetually rin^ng in your 
cars, are without chatafter, and without influ- 
ence, Difappointed ambition has made them dct 
perate, and they only wifli to make the dduded 
Americanfi inftruments of revenge. All or- 
ders and ranks of men in Great-Britain, are 
jxow unanimous and determined to rifque 
their all with content. Trade and manufac** 
tures are found to flourilh, and new channels 
are continually offering, that will perhapt 
more than fupply the lofs of the old. In Ame- 
rica your harbours are blocked up, your d-^ 
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tics fell one after another ; fortrefs after for- 
trc&, battle after battle is loil. A Britifhar* 
sny^ after having pafled unmolefied thromgh 
a vaft 'extent of country, have poflfeffcd 
themfelves of the capital of America. How 
unequal the conteft ! How fruitle& the ex- 
pence of blood? Under fo many difcour ag- 
ing circumftanccs, can virtue, can honour, 
can the love of your country prompt you to 
proceed? Humanity itfelf, and fure huma- 
nity is no flranger to your breaft, calls upon 
you to defift.-^Your army muft perifh for 
want of common neceffaries, or thoufands of 
innocent families muft perifli to fupport them ; 
wherever they encamp, "-.lie country mufl be 
impoveriflied ; wherever the)^ march, the 
troops of Britain will purfue, a.xl muft com- 
plete the deftru6Hon which America herfelf has 
' begun ; perhaps it may ).: 0/ J, it is better to 
die than to be made fiavcs. U his indeed is a 
fplendid maxim in theory, aiiil perhaps in 
fome inftances may be found cxj)erimentally 
true; but when there is the kail probability 
of an happy accommodatujn, Airely wifdom 
and humanity call for feme ficrifices to be 
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made, to prevent inevitable dcllruaion. Yc» 
well know therei is but one invincible bar to 
fuchan accommodation, could this be remov- 
ed, other obftacles might rea<iily be r^xnovedl 

It IS to you, and you alone, your bleeding 
country looks and calls aloud for, this facrifice, 
your arm alone has ftrcngth fuflSicient to re- 
move this bar ; may heaven infpire you with 
^this glorious refolution of exerting your 
ftrength at this crifis, and immortalizng your- 
fclf as a friend and guardian to your country j 
your penetrating eye needs not more explicit 
language to difcern my meaning ; with tl^at 
prudence and delicacy therrfore, of which I 
know you poffeffed, reprefent to Congreis the 
indifpenfible neceffity of refcinding the hafty 
and ill-advifed declaration of independency. 
Recommend, and you have an undoubted 
right to recommend, an immediate ceffatioix 
of hoftilities. Let the controverfy be taken up 
where that declaration left it^ and where 
Lord Howe certainly expected to find it. Let 
men of clear and impartial charaders, in or 
©ut of Congrcfsj liberal in their fejitijnents. 
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heretofore, independent in their fortunes ; and 
fome fuch may be found in America, be appoint* 
cd to confer with his Majefty's commiffioner^. 
Let them if they pleafe, prepare, fome well 
digefted conftitutional plan, to lay before 
them at the commencement of the negocia- 
tion; when they have gone this far, I am 
confident the ufual happy confequences wil 
cnfue ; unanimity will immediately take place 
through the different provinces, thoufands 
who are now ardently wilhing and praying f^^ 
fuch a meafure, will ftep forth, and declare 
themfelves the zealous advocates, for confti- 
tutional liberty, and millions will blefs the 
hero that left the field of war, to decide this 
moft important conteft with the weapons of 
wifdom and humanity. Oh ! Sir, let n® 
felfe ideas of worldly honour deter you from 
engaging in fo glorious a tajQc, whatever cen- 
fures may be thrown put, by mean illiberal 
iiiinds^ ypur charafter will rife in the eftima- 
tion of the virtuous and noble : It will appear 
with luftre in tlie annals of hiftory, and form 
a glorious contraft, to that of thofe, who have 
fought to obtain conqucft, and gratify their 
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bwn ambition by the deftrudioh of their 
fpecies, and the ruin of their country. 

* JBe aflured, Sir, that I write not this undet 
the eye of any Britifh officer, or perfon con- 
iiefted with the Britifli army or miniftry. ITie 
fentiments I eXprefs are the real fentiments , 
of my own heart, fuch as I hive long held^ 
ind which I fliould have made known to you 
By letter before, had I not fully expefted an 
Opportunity of a private conference. When 
you paffed through Philadelphia on your way 
to Wilmington, I was confined by a fevere fit 
of the gravel, to my chamber^ I have fince 
continued fo much'indifpofed, and times have 
l)een fo very dift'refling, that I had neither fpi^ 
rit to write a letter, nor an opportunity to 
convey it when written, nor do I yet know 
by what means, I fliall get thefc flieets to your 
hands; I would fain hope that I have faid 
nothing by which your delicacy can be in the 
ieaft hurt ; if I have, I alTure you it has been 
'without the l6aft intention, and .therefore 
your candour will lead you to forgive me. I 
have fpokc freely of Congrefe, and of the ar- 
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my, but what I have faid, is partly from my^ 
own knowledge, and partly from the infor-^ 
tnation of fbme ref^ftabie members of the 
former, ai^ fome of thc^ he& officers in the 
tatttf; I wouMinot offend the meaneft pcr^ 
fcn upon earth J what I fiiy to you, I {ly in 
confidence, to anfwer what^ cannot but deemr- 
a ^moft valuable purpofe. • I love my country, I- 
love you j but to Che love of truth, the love 
of peace, and thft. love of God, I hcqie I 
fhould be enabled, if called upon to the trials 
to facrifice every odier inferior love; If the- 
arguments made ufeX)f in this letter ihould 
Itave fo much influence ai to engage yom in 
^e j^rious work, AvKicKI have warmly re- 
commendedj' I &ail ever deem my fucceis tbe: 
^gheft temporal favour that Provi^itoce oould^ 
Infant me. Your intet|k>^idn anti advioc, i> 
am confident would meet with a favoutobl<r 
rt^ception fil'om the authority tiinder* which* 
you a£k^ if it ihould not, you have an in£Ui^ 
blc recourfe ftiftleft, negotiate for your conn*- 
try at the head ot your army. After all, it 
may appear prefumption as an individual to 
^r^ himfelftoyou on afubjed of fueli magi^ 
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mitude, tnr to fay what vjnealares wotdd beft 
^fecurc the intereft^md welwarc of a whole con- 
! tinent. The friendly -and favourable ppinion 
you have ilwaysexprcffed for fine, emboldens 
ine to undertake it9 luad which has ffce2Ay 
added to the weight of this motive ;: I have 
been ftrongly impreffed with a fcnfe of duty 
<^ponrrthe occafion, which left my co»fcicncc 
imrafy, and^ my heart abided till I fully dif^ 
charged it., I am noenlhufiaft ;. the caufe is 
»new and Angular me, but I could not enjoy 
eOne moment's peace tin this letter^ was written. 
With moft ardent pcayers for y<3*ir %iritual> 
vUks wcHiSc teB;if)oral welfere, 

I am ^our mofl: obesdieiit/ 
ABd humbk Friend.and Swvant, 
JACOB DUCHE, 

iSis EjcccUency Cenerfih Wajbington^ 
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To TH2 Reverend JACOB DUCHE. 
SIR, 

LEST the poifon of your precepts fliould 
Miflead the ignorant and credulous, or 
corrupt the honeft, I have ventured, with 
much deference to abler pens, to make a few 
obfervations on fome of the moft remarkable 
paffages in your celebrated letter to his Excel- 
lency the Commander in Chief. 

Great pains and many words have been 
ufed to paliate.your former conduft, and re- 
concile it with the part you now aft ; — ^you 
have found it an Herculean labour, and it ftill 
refts in the fame place where you began. That 
the graft is green, is felf-evident ; that the 
fun fhines, needs no demonftration ; and that 
you have acled the itioft bafe and treacherous 
part, is a truth that wants no proof. As well 
might you attempt to reconcile* jarring ele-* 
meats, as to dupe us into a belief of the Jntc- 
grity of your heart. ** You wifhed to follow 
your countrymen as far 07ily as viriue and the 



righieoufnefs pi their caufe would permit you '/* 
that is to fay, as far as your intejreft and fafe- 
ty were concerned, then you was their man : 
But by forfakihg us at this time, it would lead 
us to infer, that with you, every principle of 
virtue and humanity have likewj^ abandoned 
us. You Ihuddcr at the idea of an indepen* 
dency, and yet fuffered Mr. Hancock, who 
has nothing but a foft mild addrefs to attbnc 
for his want of every othct qualification ne- 
cellary for the ftation he fills,** — Redemptum 
nulla virtute a viiih—^ iky you fuffered this 
cipher of a man to attack you by furprife with 
a commiffion, and dub you a chaplain. ^Tis 
true, you fay you was much diftrefled. But, 
qiuerenda pecunia primum ejl^ vtrius poji nummos 
~your confcience afterwards became eafy, 
,and your pockets were lined : At \\i^fame time 
you infinuate that you utterly deprecated 
Juch fcrvice ; being inconfiftent with your 
new-adopted faith of abfolute fubmiffion and 
1^on-refiftance. The danger of the epifco* 
pal church, left it fUould fall into anarchy, by 

abfurdly praying fo;: the-: we oppofe, is 

one fpecious reafon* for your la^fus jand, to 



TfiKwoX that mUfbrtuiic;^ yciu adopted a toa^ 
4lu& which you now €on£eft your fi^meato 
nprobaCed at //&4^ ^ery txAe. Bui perhaps 
you maybe o»cdfthoic who believe, *« th« 
jk is lawi^l to do i^nl^ that ^osdf :iiiay come 
^it/' 

How often with pleafure, have I 'heard you 
idedaim on the bldQings of liberty, the hor^ 
jors of a defpotic government, and exort^ 
ing us to firmnefs and unanimity !^ But, alas 1 
little did I then think you " i^ke a langjjagc 
foreign to your heart," and that your foyl was 
^ deceit and trea(3iery. Your good fcnfc 
a^d found judgment were not proof againft 
the popular torrent and the violence of party^ 
fo as a lamb to the flaughter you were bom 
down by the genersil voice. 

I^ikeallyoung finners,youf0on becamefemifiar 
with vice, and reluaantly preached a fermon 
i:o one of the city battalions, encouraging them 
to ftand faft in their oppofition. You after- 
-wards became well acquainted with that tnon- 
j^fr independency, and feem never tohave dit 



aQa««r<^Tts Gorgon fa^ad tiii iTTe had been ^ 
halted on LongJfland, loft the city of New^ 
York^ and our affairs in that State ;wore a md^ 
andioly al][)cft. Thcfe drcumftances^ I fay, 
(teuly terrilymg?to little minds) determined 
you at once to get out of thcyi^g/^i/lferape as^ 
Wdlas you could ;^ you were confcibus at the 
feme time, bdw^ fetal foch an incohfiftcnt ftep 
would be to your charafter as a man of vir- 
tue, lus a man of honour, and therefore cauti- 
eKsSty concealed the reafons of your i^%natio» 
from the caadid publfc, tiff, like a true polt^ 
toon, you fliekercd youorfelf under the axmr 
of tjtat very power which, £rom theyi^r^t/pui» 
f4t, you exhorted us to opp^. It i& needleis^ 
to prove the necefllty of that^ definki've meafure,* 
which you hold forth as the chief caijffe of 
yourdefedioti, it having been often and wife- 
ly demon&rated,. but only to mention it as far" 
as it interferes with your apology. You con^ 
fidcr it as a bug-bear, '* hdd up in terrorenv 
to frighten our oppre^fs mto/me terms, bufe 
not as a meafure to be perfifted in at 9II ^ 
tents ;'■ that is to fay, if military parade and 
^eats^ were nOt (ufficicnt ta intimidate the 
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fpe, to concede thofe privileges which you have 
ojten acknowledged to be our juji and natural 
rights, and which no powers ought to diveft 
us ofc — thai;i to fit down patiently, bow the 
neck to the yoke,, and bare the Ihoulders to 
the lad. " This, indeed,, is a fplendid max- 
im in theory," but the experiment applies fa 
ftrongly to the fcnfes, that even you. Sir, 
have not Stoicifm to reduce it to practice. 

I pafs by your remarks on the refult of the 
conference between Lord Howe, his Britan- 
nick Majefty's Commiffioner, and the Coih', 
mittee^f Congrefs, not being conclufive argu- 
ments againft the neceflity of independency. 

** All the world,^' you fay, " are convinced 
that the itluftrious pcrfonage to whom you 
write, is engaged in the fervice of his country 
from. motives perfectly difinterefted." It is a 
catholic faith, that no aAion can be praife- 
'^orthy, whofe principles are unjuft and cruel, 
and which is not only inalum in fc^ but pradtit 
edto obtain the moft villainous and pernicious 
.ends. On the other hand, it is acknowledged 
by you, for yourfelf and the whole world, 
tfcat he is engage4 to fe'rve- hiS couAtryj and 
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that from the moft laudable motives ; how 
theii can you be fo incofiftent, after fuch de- 
claration, to diffuade from that honourable 
fcrvice. To bring juin and deftrudion on 
our country, or to fuflFer others to do it, can- 
not certainly be czUcd/aving it; but an op- 
pofite conduft implies benefits, favours, and 
every good gift that can be conferred, and 
which at this very time you amply confefs, 
are the motives of action inthe Perfouage to 
whom you write. 

** But," you again fay, " could you have 
had the leaft idea of matters being carried to 
fuch a dangerous extremity as they are now ?" 
Or in words tantamount^ Had you any prof- 
peft of the hardfliips of war, of marching and 
eounter-marching) cold and heat, wet and 
dry, hunger and thirft ; but above all, of 
cpming to battle ? I myfelf, one of your mo^ 
intimate acquaintance, who have known you 
near twenty years, could not believe you 
would have perfifted. And now to prove, 
that from the toeafure of independency, hag 
iowed a degeneracy of reprefentation, confuf-* 
' ' M 
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ion of coBndls and numberlefs blunder?; 
that the moft worthy charafters have with- 
drawn, and arc fucceeded by fools and mad- 
men, we have your ample tcftinioiiy : And 
who had a better opportunity of knowing, the 
charaftcrs of thofe Gentlemen, than their own 
Chaplain, after preaching iip Liberty for two 
months and three weeks to them t . 



No candid perfon can difcern, from the gen- 
eral tenor of your letter, you ever meant it 
fhould have the efFeft propofed, otherwife you 
would not have begun with fuch illiberal, £alfe, 
ungentlemanlike afperfions on the greatcft 
body politic in America,, the only power which 
could bring about that important change for 
which you folicit. The firft who meet the fire of 
youFpen,irc the Delegates from Virginia, You 
* recapitulate the virtues of the deceafed and 

fuperannuated, or pferfons who, after lojag 
and faithful fervices, had retired to manage 
their private aflFairs, which had fufFered by 
1*^ ^' their abfence, or to be more immediately aid- 

ing the public bufinefs of their, owix States : I 
iay, feme of thelb aforefaid caufe# affect every 
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Ckiitleman whom you have thought proper 
to difcriminate from the reft, and daub with 
fvilfome . adulation. Even the members of 
your State, or the catholic Carroll, do not 
hold y-ou in a more contemptible view than 
thofe very men who have been the fubjefts of 
y6ur flattery. In the New-England ilates it 
is well known, even by our enemies, that the 
general voice is for fupporting our independen- 
cy at all events ; thofe people being unanimous^ 
their elections cannot be called th« refult of a 
low £a£tion« Certainly then, under fuch cir- 
cumftances, men of virtue and prt^perty, men 
of wifdom and experience would be chofen to 
reprcfent them — mfen, wlio having tlie red 
interefts of their country at heart, would be 
the propereft guardians of their rights and pri- 
, vileges. That the Congrcfs have loft their io- 
fluence, the following circumftance will prove 
to be falfe— The paper currency circulates free- 
ly under their credit, the camp is ftored with 
every neceffary ; their troops have taken one 
powerful army, and ftrongly blockaded the 
^her — Thefe are fafts, among thoufand^ 
that give the lye to your affertiofls* 
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Notwithftandingour iUuftrious Gcncrllis the 
idol of his army, and though by his death or 
captivity we flxould experience a moft heavy 
and fenfible lofs, yet the principles upon which 
we l;iave taken up arms, arefuch as indiffolubly 
cement our interefts and confequently our 
powers. The merits of our caufe are the fame 
now as at firft, only otiroppofition is more con- 
firmed by accumulated injuries and aggravated 
infults. Be afTured, we never mean to quit 
the field, te expofe pur country to the ravages 
of a foe, whofe tender mercies are death and 
<i cruelty. Happy for America we have officers 

amongft us, who, by imitating the conduft of 
. our great General, (if under the cicumftances 

I you raention)would arrive at fuch a military 

^ perfeftion, as might in a great me^ifure fupply 

' • fo capital a lofs. 

To your bitter farcafms. on our army, I 
reply— -Tha^tfome of our men a're, and all 
have beep undifciplined, is a truth that needs • 
PQ contraverting, only that oxxv oppofition 
thereby becomes more glorious. True it alfo 
is, that we. have fonietimes given way beforfi 



fuperior numbers «id advantageous attacks ; 
but our misfortunes, therefore, are not to be 
imputed to cowardice. No, Sir, every Gen* 
tleman of candour in the Britiih army muft 
acknowledge that we are not cowards : Mr, 
Duche himfelf, was he not under the influ- 
ence of fear, mufl: acknowledge it. And 
though many of our officers and men who 
heretofore never fhone in private life, more 
than in the charafter'of honeft citizens, or 
farmers j y6t we have numbers who have 
held the moft confiderable pofts in government 
and are highly refpefted as private Gentlemen, 
fuch wbofe ns^mcs have often re<iched y$tir 
ears, and whom you have not been afhamed 
to proofs a friendfliip for, exclufive of thofc 
Gentlemen who furrounded his Excellency's 
perfon. As to our little fleet, which you 
have already annihilated in idea ; believe me, 
that does not form the nerves of our oppofi- 
tion. Your arguments againfl: the probabili- 
ty of a French war, and the fine-fpun anec- 
dote of a certain fpeculative French trader, I 
purpofely X)mit, leaving the event in the 
hands of all^rcvealing time, which doubtlels 
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wc fliall have no caufe to be diflatisfied with. 
We do not court the friendfhip of England, 
ks inhabitants have never done us any inatc- 
. rial fcrvice; on the contrary, they have voted 
ample fupplies to hire foreigners to fpill our 
blood unjuftly ; they never exerted themfelves 
to effeft ; it was once in their power to have 
fpared the lives of our butcjiered countrymen, 
to have.prcvented the tears of maijy widows 
and.orphans now deprived of their dearcft con- 
nexions .by a "band of hireling Scotch and 
German ru£Eans, We know that the fpirit of 
the whole nation is in full acHvity againft us, 
aii4l we hitye already experienced the effefts 
qfth^tbumane fpirit, which you fay is united 
and determined. Some few noble patriotic 
fouls are yet left in both Houfes of Parliament, 
thpugh you have the confu mmate affurance to 
hji they are without chara6ler^ and without 
influence^ whofe fteady oppofition has no other 
motive than defpair, vengeance, and difap- 
pointment, — But America will ever have a 
grateful fenfc of their merits, in fpite of the 
calumny of theirs and our enemies. 



r 
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Since the Declaration of Indcpende xtcy, the 
g^round of our conteft is materially changed ; 
and it Is not rights and privileges for which 
we now fight, but dominion and empire art 
theobjefts of both parties. Britain is indea- 
vouring to reduce us to conquered provinces, 
and again monopolize our trade. Why tlien 
this immenfe expence of blood and trcafure ? 
when you tell us that *' new channels are 
continually openings, that will, perhaps, more 
than fupply the lofs of the old.^ — ^It is on- 
ly changing the navigation from America to 
Europe, and the lofs of our trade and nianu# 

fedures will never be felt by England. 

* 

The Whole navy of Great Britain is not 
, fufficient to block up all our harbours j and 
though fortreffes are taken, and battles loft, 
the viftors have ever reafon to lament the 
conqueft. Every day their army moulders 
away, whilft ours, like the Hydra, encreafe:> 
two-fold ; and notwithftanding they now pof- 
fefs our unfortunate capital, I may juxlly 
cry out with you, "How unequal the conteft «! 
how fuuitlcfs the expellee of blood 1 
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After recapitulating every difcouragemenC 
calculated to terrify weak mihds^ Uke an able 
logician, you draw an inference as foreign 
from the premifes, as probably you and I will 
be, before this letter reaches y©u. Ergo, 
^* Under fo many difcouraging circumflances, 
can virtue^ can honour^ or the love of your 
country^ prompt you to perfevere ? Humanity 
itfdf, ( and then a ftroke of flattery) calls 
you to defift." The very idea of virtue im- 
plies difficulties and difappointments ; was it 
not fo, patriotifm would degenerate into 
licentioufnefs, and liberty be of no real 
value. 

True it is, that wherc-?ver our army en* 
camps, it becomes fomewhat burthenfome to 
the inhabitants of the vicinage : But obferve 
the progrefs of the Britifh fpoilers — murder, 
rape, robery, and byrning, mark their foot- 
fleps. — And though fometimcs they may 
purfue, they as often fhamefuUy retreat, 
and continue the devaftation which they (not 
we) have begun. 

Wifdom diftates a glorious and happy peace, 
and humanity wiflies for it j but accommoda* 
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tUn icems to Im^lj dependence : A facrifice 
wllich I am confident America will never 
make. You call upon his Excellency in the 
name of the whole Continent, to make this 
4eftruAivc fadrifice, and to become " the 
^^'friend and guardian of his country/'— -by 
^mtbdrawing his proteftion. 

.As a full and conclufive anfwer to the two 
following paragraphs, I refer you to a ferrous 
pcrulal of Lord Chatham^s fpeech in the 
Houfc of Lords, June third, 1777- 

That you did not write this letter under 
the eye, or immediate infpeftion of any Bri-i 
tifli officer, or any perfon conneded with tk6 
Britifli army or miniftry, is the only affertion 
in your whole performance which is believed ; 
but that you wrote it at the inftigation ,of 
fome, and for the perufal and eclat 6f all fuch 
pcrfons, appears very evident. This is a ma£* 
tcr piece of jcafuiffry, and would do honour to 
theekkft fon of St. Ignatius himfelf. 

After cafting the foulcft afperfions on Con^ 
grc&, fcandaUzing the officers and .the army, 

N 
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and aiSronting his Excellency with the mof 
villainous propofitions, you lay, *^1 would 
fain hope, that I have faid nothing by which 
your delicacy can in the Icaft be hurt, tffo> 
Hwas without intention, and yotir candour 
will lead you to forgive me/' .O moft con* 
fummate affurance! You would not offend 
the. mcaneft perfon on earth j I believe yoit 
jSir,— .you cannot offend, your obfcurity hidci 
you, and your infignificancc renders, harm- 
lefs the Ihafts of your maliceu 

I aever before faw a difcrimination between 
the love of truth, of peace, of our God, and 
.the love of our country. The end of war ii 
.peace— 'tis for that we are now contending- 
Peace promotes truth and religion ; your prin- 
ciples annihilate both. 'Vis for our country 
wc fights for her we dare bleed— Religion mi 
juftice approve the confiid. 

In fine your whole performance is a rhap-^ 
fody, without pathos to foftcn, or argomcntt 
,to convince; and your laft propofition is of 
fuch a horrid, villainous nature, th^ I Wttft 
to think Qfi^- 
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Indeed, Sir, I fincerely lament your de^r* 
ture from tirtue, from honour, froii^ your 
country ; which, alas! you have for ever fpld^r 
Tikia perhaps may be fkid in your cxcufej— • 

Jnc£nditc[ue Aninmm Favia venkntis Amon^: 

But can defies, can fame, or clerical] ^<^ct^^ 
mcnt repay you for a loji charaftcr and/^rj/?*- 
iufed confcience? Thefc fliorcs, as well at 
ywir Qwn r-efteftions, will be forever hoftila 
to yx>ti* You arc ijiPW-goi^S; toa country 
where you muft flatter for a fubfiftence, and. 
exift upon the fmiles of the great. A miferablc 
il^te of dependence and feryility is the only^ 
pjppfpeft before you y, and this is the eligible 

^xc^singe you have mad^ O Tempora t 

r-O^Mbres. ! — Your, talents will perhaps be 
cxercifed there, to^ as r little purpofe as here.^ 
Tou vill jever be, the contempt of honeftriiefi,,. 
and the tool of highrpriefts and knaves iii. 
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t leave you in the hands of Heaven and a 
guilty confdence, and am your tfumUe£er«> 
vant, 

JOHN PARKE, Lieut. CshneL 

N. B.^ Mr. Duchess letter is publifhed in the 
Philadelphia papers with many alterations and 
^mendment5> which were not in the orijpnal 
fent out» 



Copy cfaktUrfrom bis Excdfency Sir Henry 6^ 
toHy to 'his Excellency General WaJ&ingMiL 

NewTork, Nov. I9tbp 177C 
SIR, 

IT is not neceflary at prefentto refuine the 
confideration of the principal qucftioss te^ 
lating to the Convention at Saratoga, l:^ 
merely to bring under review the rdTolufion 
of Congrefs of the 21ft bf May, ihdttfdi in 
your letter of the 23d to Sir William Howe. 

It appears to me different from the prafticc 
of all nations or parties at war, and in fomc 
degree tending to increafe the hardfhips of 
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v^aTy t9 rcfufe granting an equivalent of pri- 
vates for officers.' 

^ SucK an exchange at preferit may prevent 
great inconveniencies to many of the parties 
concerned. 

You have ordered the troops of t^c Ccm*- 

vention to be removed from Maflachufets-Bay 

to Virginia, ahd I have ordered sdl the officers 

• of yo^r army priioners^out on^ parole to re* 

t'urni here. 

•Tlicfe movcihents, ^vith aU the hiurdfhip^ 
incident to them ^ this feafos, may in part 
be prevented if you tlttiik proper to agree that 
&c^ o&£&fB of your army, prilOMrs on parole, 
or now here, be ejochangcd for officers and men^ 
of the troops of the Ctonventicm, according to 
fiieh prc^Ortion as may be determined by 
^ommiffioners appointed on both fides. 

If what I propofc Ihould meet with your 
approbation, and the time and place for the 
toecting of Comtoiffioners for the purpofe 
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before ' mentioned^ u detennincd, i flull 
fend Colonel O'Hara and Hyde of his'Majef- 
ty's foot ,guard5, as. Conimiflioncrs on my 
part, who wiU be fully inftruded and autho- 
rifad to* enter on the confideration of any niat- 
ters that may arifc in the xondud of thig 
bufinelik /. I. ^ . ; ^ 

Mr. Clarke, Afliftant . CP5*n[iiflary-Gencral^ 
to the ^troops of the Convention, whb. will ; 
have the honour of delivering this letter^ be- 
ing defired by Major General Phillips to re- 
turn immediately to Gatfibridge ty landt ia 
•rdcr to fettle fome accounts relative to that 
army. lam to reqjucfl-» p^ffportforiim ti?; 
return thither for tha[t^ parpofe. Lhaic.tth?^ 
ionourtolwr, withdue^r^fpcd),- ^ ' .. :/ . 
^ Tour moftphedient i5?ryaQt, . *j ., 
:- H. CLINTON^ 
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. ' , Bead'SiuarierSy Nov. i^th^ 1778. 

. SIR, ^ 
RECEIVED your Excellency's letter of 
the lothinft. through Mr. Clarke. 
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I hare triniliiitted'Cofigrcfs a^copy of yoiUr 
l^ropofition, relatiyc to an exchange of the 
troops of the Convention, and {hall- do inyfelf 
the honour to communicate their deciiion the 
anoxQent it is made known. 

Mr. Clarke has my permiffion to proceed by 
the moft qonvicnient route to the troops of the 
Convention. I have the honour to be, with 
all due refpeft. 

Your Excellency's moft obedient fcrvant, 

GEORGi: WASHINGTON. 

His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton. 

Mead garters ^ Frederick/burg^ Nov. 27, i yj$i 

SIR, 
T DO myfelf the honour of tranfmitting to 
your Excellency theinclofcd copy of an aft 
of Congrefs of the 19th inftant, in anfwer to 
the propofition made • in your letter of the 
10th. In order to negociate an exchange 00 
the principles therein mentioned, Lieutq;uant 
<!olonels HarriiQu and Hamilton of the «n»f 



C '^4 1 

Wider mf opmmand, ^Hl meet Colonels 
0*Hara and Hyde at Amboy, on Monday thiC 
-7th of December^ at ii o'clock^ withjNX^pfer 
powers. • 

I would propofe as the means of expediting 
i)ufinefe, that our refpeftive Commlflaries of 
Prifoners fhould att^ad at the fame time and 
place, to carry into execution what fliall be 
determined by the Commiflioners. l have the 
honoui^ to be, with duerefped. Sir, 

Your mod obedient fervant* 

GEORGE WASHE^GTON* 

P. 5. If your Excellency {hould chufe to re- 
turn me an anfwer your letter will have the 
moft fpeedy conveyance by way of Elizabeth 
Town. 

His Excdiency Sir Henry Clinton. ^ 

In CONGRESS, November igtb, 1778. 
ta RESOLVED, That General Wa&mgt<m 
- ^ be empowered and directed to aj^nt 
CommiiSoners, and fix the time and place of 
their meeting, to confer with the cQinmif- 
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fidhtfts ajipointM, or to be appointed, by^ii? 

Heni^y Gliiitdn, or other the Commander in '. 

dkf of the Mtifhforeesin America, on behalf 

of his Britahtivc Majefty, on the exchange pro- 

pofed by Sir Henry Clinton, in his letter to 

Gencfal Wajtt^ngton of the lothiifft* of the 

officers in thie ferviee of thefe States, now pri- 

foner^ rn the aftual pofleiTon of the enemy, ot 

out on parole, for the officers and men o^ the 

troops of the Convention, according to thei^ 

rank and number : Officers pf equal rank to hfi 

firft cxclianged, after M^hich, if it fliall be ne-* 

ccffary^ ^n equivalent of inferior for iuperioi^ 

officers; and if agreeable to fuch equivalent. 

All the officers of the enctny fliall be exchange 

cd, iind -a balance of prifbners remain in their 

hands, then an equivalent of privates fliall be 

fettled according to the cUftomary proportion, 

or fueh proportion as may be agreeci on. Thd 

CommilBoners lo to be appointed by virtue 

hereof, to make report of th^ir proceeding^ 

to General Waihington, who is herebv fully 

authc^ifed and «npowered finally to ratify thtf 

terms of the laid exchange pn behalf ijf thtft • 

United States. 

O 
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Refohoedj That General Walhiugton, be di- 

refted to call for Lieutenant General Bur- 

goyne, and other officers of the Convention 

troops, now prifoners to thcfc United States 

on parole, whenever the intereft of the United 

States fliall, in his Opinion render it neceffary- 

Extrad from the Minutes,. 

CHARLES THOMPSON, Secretary^ 



December id, ^Tl^* . 
SIR, 

I HAVE received your letter of the 27th oi 
laft month, relative to the exchange oi 
prifoners propofed by va^ in mine to your Ex- 
cellency of the loth J and in confequencc 
tlicreof, I fhall fend two Commiffioners to 
meet the like number on your part, on the 
time and place appointed, when I hope both 
parties will enter upon the bufincCi propofed^ 
with that zeal which the importance of the 
objeft may require. 

I , propofe fending with my Commiffioners 
^s is, ufual upon fuch occafions, ohe commif- 
fioncd officer, one ferjeant, and eight private 
centipelSr 
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It is to b0 underftood, that the place of 
meeting is to be exempted from every kind 
of military operation during the ipeeting ctf 
the ComiTiiffioners: 

For the more immediatd difpatch of bufinels. 
It may be neceffary that the Commiiiioners 
Ihould be authorifed to grant paffports figned 
by both parties to fuffer perfons that may be 
employed in carrj ing letters to the Head-Quar- 
ters of both armies, to pafs unniol^fted. I am^ 
with due refpeft. 

Your Ex.cellency*s moft humble fervant 
H. CLINTb]Sr- ' 

His Excellency General Wajhington. 



By His Excellency Sir. HENRY CLINTON, 
Kjiight of the Moft Honourable Order of the 
Bath, General and Commander iil Chief of 
all his Majefty's Forces within the Colonies 
laying on the Atlantic Ocean from Nova 
Scotia to Weft Florida inclulive, &c- &c. 

To Colonel Charles O'FIara and Colonel Weft 
' Hyde of his Majefty's Foot Guards. 

iNpurfuance of a propofal made by mc to 
General VVAlhington, refpecling an ex- 
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i^aftgc o£ the officers of his army who arc 
prifoners^ for the officers and men of Ae 
trpopa of the Convention, according^ to^ t^ 
cuftomaiy proportion, or fuch prQp<arub»- as 
may b<; determined . by Commiffionera ap- 
pointed for this purpofe on botj^i fides; I do 
hereby nominate and appoint you Cojondl 
Charles O^Hafa and Cdond WtH Hydc^of his 
Majetty's foot guards, Commiffionctrs on my 
pvt *for the purpofes aforefaid ; an4 you are 
accordingly to treat, determine and agree 
with a like number of Cppfiimffioners of fuita- 
bl^ rapk on the part of General Wafhington, 
veiled with fimilar powers to tbofe herein 
contained, upon all matters whatfoever, rela- 
tive to the exchange of prifoners before^ 
n^entioned^ 

For all which this ihall be to you Colonel 
Qi^Lrlcs O'Hara and Colonel Weft Hyde ^ fuf-- 
ficient warrant, and your engagements fo con- 
cluded upon, will upon condition of their be- 
irig mutually interchanged^, be finally ratified 
enmypan. 
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Given under my hand and fcal, at Head-<^r- 
tersinNew-York,tlie7thdayofDec. 177S0 

H. CLINTON. 

By his Excellency's command, 
JOHN SMITH, Secretary. 



By hh Excellency GEORGE WASHINGTON, 
£fq. General and Commander in Chief of 
the forces of the United States of America* 

To Lieutenant Colonel Robert Hanfon Har- 
vifon and Lieutenant Colonel Alexander 
Hamilton. 

/iJriS Excellency Sir Henry Clinton having 
X JLby a letter tome of the loth inftant, 
made a propofition to the following eficA, 
vi?B. ** to exchange the officers of our army 
-who are prifoners on parole or otherwife in 
hb pofleffion, for officers and men of the 
troops of the Convention, according to the 
cuftomary proportion, or according to fuch 
- proportion as might be determined by Com-r 
jmiffio;iers appointed on both fides J' 



And the Honotirable the Congrefs having 
authorifed me, by an aft pafled on the igth 
inflant, " to appoint Commiffioners to con- 
fer with fuch as are or may be appointed by 
Sir Henry Clinton, on the exchange propofed 
by him J and direfted that officers of equal 
rank be firft exchanged, after which, if it 
Ihould be neceflary, ** equivalent of inferior 
for fuperior officers : And if agreeably to 
fuch equivalent, all the officers of the enemy 
fliall be exchanged, and a balance of prifoners 
remain in their hands, then an equivalent of 
privates is to be fettled according to the cuftom- 
ary proportion or fuch proportion as may be 
agreed on :'* 

In virtue of thcfe powers,^ you the faid 
Robert Hanfon Harrifon and Alexander Ha- 
milton, ar^ appointed, and I do hereby ap- 
point you commiffioners to repair to Amboy, 
in the State of New-Jerfey, on Monday thp' 
7th of December, then and there, or at fuch 
other place as fliall be afterwards mutually 
agreed on, to confer, agree and determine, 
with the Commiflioners nominated, or to be 
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ooiooiiated tyy Sir Henry Clinton, and wko 
jball be properly authorifed upon an exchange 
of prifoners, agreeable to the terms of the faid 
■redtcdaft. 

• For which this fliall be your warrant j and 
yovr engagements being mutuaHy interchange- 
cd, ihall be ratified and tonfirmed by me. 

Given uiidcr»my handand feal, at Hcad- 
Qgarters, this 30th day of November^ 
Anno Domini 1778? 

GEORGE WASHINGTON- 
By his Excellency's command, 

TENCH TILGHMAN. 



Copy of a letter from Colonels O'Hara and 
Hyde, to Lieut. Colonels Harrifon and Ha» 
milton. 

Amboy I lib of December^ 177.8: 
GENTLEMEN, 

WE cannot fufficientJy lament, that the 
purpofes of our meeting, you will 
pardon us for obferving, have been defeated, 
by a lefs generous and extenfive conftruclion 



sftiie nfoltttkms of-CdiigM& dP:<h« tf^ 
Kovembdr, than ike view in w^dl if# 6Mt 
confideted tbcm. 

Xvcry fenfe of honour, jitftice and humani- 
ty, maJc«« it impoffible:to acqpiofceki a. fifo- 
poial which might lead to ieparate the officeit 
from the private foldier^^ by tKinttf^sig tJb^ 
former, and fufiering the latter to renaain^in 
captivity— Companions in their more ^rtu- 
nate hours, they muft be equally iharers of 
affliaion, — Such cruel and unprecedented dit 
tinftiori, between mfen who have equally 
a claim, upon the favour and proteftion olF 
thqir country, we are certain, your own feel- 
ings as officers and men would condemn,'^ 
You w31 confequently not be furprifed,'that 
we cannot aflenttothe partial mode of ex- 
change propofed. 

We beg leave therefore to acquaint you, 
that we intend returning to New- York W- 
morrow, to make our report to Sir Henry 
Clinton.' — ^Let us flatter ourfelyes, that fomc 
expedient may be immediately embraced by 
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l^tk {larties, upojo f^ch h^jaeturabiejiuw^f^ 
aod diiinterefted principles, ^.loay gjiye, th«|: 
Oioft fpeedy and ample relief, xo every pr^et: 
vfunfortunatenaen concerned. . ,^ , / 
Weare, ^entlcmdh, • p,.,, 
(Signed) " CHARLES Q'riARA:. 
' WEST HYDEi ' " 
To Lietit. Colonels Harrifon arid HatniltOtit 




■Aafwf r to the foregoing Lettcf . • 
' • - ' Attibijyj -Tfeccihber 12, i-^ff 

dENTI^EMEN, ■'-'■■} -•"-■ 

'Eliave read thfe letter whhXvhicK yoxi 
were pleafed - to ' favour us flwk after- 
noon* • ■ •■''■■■'.:. zSi . -...;.;.'■ 

Wfejoin with, you in lamenting, tbJrtr; the 
ptlrpbfe of our meqt^ng h^g beea £r«ftrate4 ; 
^4. we iffure you, that itris td usAiMttei-^of 
equal ^ncern and furprife to fiqd, that *J>^r.«! 
mouldi be a difference in our refpe^ve eoa- 
ftruaions of the refolve to which jQ^.fthti 
—perfuaded as we were, that the terms t>f that 
refolve, were too fimple and precif©.-tp.a4ipi6 
^f inore thaa one -intei;|>Teta,Eio^ 'K^S^f".?^ 



even fufpcft it poffible to differ about its tncaak 
ingi- and the objc^ of our meeting having 
been defineated in a manner tirhich' apptared 
to us pcrfc^ly clear and explicit, we had no 
cxpedation of the difficulty which has occur* 
red in carrying them into execution,. 

You vriQ not be furprifed th^ this ibbuM^ 
have been the cafe, when you recur to the cir- 
cumftances that produced our meeting, we 
beg leave to recal them to your view. Sir 
Henry Qinton in his letter of the lotb of 
November^ i»ropofed to General Wtflungloih 
W exchange of our officers prifoners ii| his 
hands, £w officers and men of the convention 
troops— —General Wafliington replied, that 
hcf (fidnot think hinUTelf authorzre4 tb accede 
to the prcpolal, but would refer it to' Con* 
gre&, and coiiUmunicate their decifioh;; In a. 
feiWl^ueiit letter of the 27th, he traiifniitted 
therefdlve in queftion as an anfwef tb the pro- 
pbMoB contained in JSir Heniy's letter of the 
idth." at the fame time aniiouncing our ap- 
jpiAittnent as Commiffioners, to negotiate an 
cKclttnge on iiepTincJpics'fhcrem mentiOT^ 
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1^ r-Un^agc of the r^lvc Mrats Rttrally tliis, 
tp.exchange '^ tht officers in the fcrvicc of the 
United States, prifoncrs im the a<9wil poffef- 
$on of the enemy, or out on parole, for thp 
officers and men of the troops of tlie Conven'. 
tion according to their rank and mitnber; 
Officers of equal rank to be firft exchanged, 
after which, if it fhall be neoeffary an equiva^ 
ient of inferior for liapeiior ojficcrs^ and if 
agreeable to fuch an equivalent, all the office^ 
ot the enemy Chall be exchanged and abalaace 
of prifoners remam in thdr hands, then an 
lequiv^ent of privates Ihall be fettled^ accord- 
ing to the cu&omary proportion, or fach pr(^ 
^portion as may be agreed on.** Sir Henty Clin* 
ton in his letter of the zd inftant acknowledged 
the receipt of tJie. foregoing, and c^nfentcd 
in ionfequence *' to a anceting ^qf com* ^ 
mi^oncrs at tlie time and place af^ointed. 

TTiis gentlemen, you will be feifibk rould 

not be cpnfidered by us otherwife, than as an 

acquiefcence with the terms of the refolve ; and 

we appeal to your own candour for their per* 

fpicuity and* natural import- It could not 
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therefore btit appear ftrjip'ge, that atfirft flght 
6f our pbWers, without any comment or expla- 
iiatioil^ though they were exprefled not only 
In their fpirit, but in the letter of the refolyc ; 
you* at once objeded tp them, arid declared 
'^he piirpofe o/buf rueeting, had been fnifun- 
derftodd; As the one w^ only a tranfcript of 
the other, y^e conceived from the manner i|j 
wKich *the objedion was raifed, that it ap- 
tSied not ta any conftruction given to th$ re-i 
foive ; 'But to the rcfolve itfelf. 
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' HinfW far the feelings of honour, jufticc and 
Rtmta^ty may be repugnant to compHaitce 
wkh' tTic propofal which has been made, you 
"onry^ can determine for yourielves ; though we 
-^ifik It a qucftion which might have merited 
aifearfierconfid^iation.' We believe, however, 
if^is^ natveiy cufiomary to exchange officers 
for privates, when theje is a fuffici^nt pum- 
ber of officers on both fide^ to exchange for 
each other; but that;, this is rather a fecoa- 
dary. e;?cpedient m?4e ,vf? of only where there 
art oncers, on one fide and none on the other* 
lli the prefent war the praftice of exchanging 
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has not y^t been known ; anH if cxchangfti 
conduced ivithout reference to this principle, 
have heretofore been thought confident with 
jufticc and hnmanity, wccan perceive no fuffici- 
cnt reafon why a different opinion Ihouldbc 
entertained at this timo^ 

With refpecl to any inconveniencies which 
you 4:hink might attend the exchanging alj 
the officers of the convention trddps, we take 
tjie liberty to repeat what we mentioned in 
pur interview thi3 morning ; that we are wil- 
ling to exchange as many of them as you may 
judge proper for others of equal rank, as fat 
as numbers will extend* 

We beg leave to affure you, that we.fliould 
be happy to be- afforded an apportunity of con- 
curring with you to the utmoft of our poWer 
in meafures for extending relief, as fer as 
tiie circumftances of the parties will permit, 
to every order of captivity, on principles of 
humanity and mutual advantage. 

We are. Gentlemen, 
Tour moft obedient humble Servant*, 
ROBERT HARRISON, 
ALEXANDER HAMILTOJ^. 
Colonels O'Haia and Hyde. 
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officers for private men, in any cafe whatever, 
Report of Golonds O'Haraand Hyde, to Sr 
HENRY CUNTON. 

New-Torky J)ec. 15, 1778. 

IK obedience to your commands, we mft 
oa Friday laft xh% iitji iiMlwit, at Pcrtl*- 
Amtx)y lieutenant-Colonels Harrifon and Ha- 
xnilton, idepwtcd by General Waflungton to 
treat with us, cm the feveral matters refpei3t- 
ing the propofed comm^on« 

After the ufual forms of readii^, and mu- 
tually interchanging cofHcs of the authorities 
under which we were to aft refpeftively, the 
bufincfs was commenced by our obferring 



■ That their commiffion appeared to us 
a litei^ ctpy of the refolution of the Congrcfe, 
of the 19th November, relative to the affair 
befere us ; that if they were not at liberty, 
which we could not conceive poffiblc, of de- 
parting from the line prefcribed to them, we 
could not give our confent to, the partial mode 
of exchange propofed, as it was inadmiffible 
upon every principle of former precedent, 
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honour, jufticc, and immanity ; that as our 
main objcd in the RTopc^ed exchange was to 
relieve *as far aSiWc had the wcatis^ the un* 
fortunate fuffcrers concerned, without diftinc-r 
tion or prcdcliftion in favour of rank or fitua- 
tion ; we were ready to exchange a proportion, 
^ moi^y if required ; of our officers for theirs 
oi^fuitable rank ; and the other mojety of ttielr 
ifficers for fuch a proportion of privatfe foldiers 
of the army of the convention of, Saratoga, zi 
might be agreed on. 

Ta the foregoing obfcrvation and propor- 
tion the commiflioners from General Wafh* 
mgton replied, — ^that they were not at liberty 
to purfue any other mode in this exchange^ 
than the one pointed out to them in the reib- 
lution of the Congrefe ; that if the exchange 
could not take place in the whole, but in part 
Only, that the refolution of the Congrefs al- 
. teady mentioned, authorifed them to make ai> 
exchange of whatever number of officers 
might be required of them for a like number 
and equal rank of ours ; and the remainder to 
continue prifoners till fome future arange- 
ment might be determined on j but would not 



dJtafent to the exchanging any of the |>fivattf 
foldicrs for officers, unlefe there Ihould rdiiain* 
abiidance of their officers ifi^bur pofleffioh, 
after cxchan^ng all thofe erf the Convention 
trmy. 

A? xre in^uftriouily avoided giving offence 
by making comments upon the refdlution gif 
AelrCongrcfs, or any matter th^tt w.a3 propofe^ 
by General Waflxington's Cotamiffioners, we 
(^ not think ourfelves at liberty to make a 
very obvious and natural remark up<5n that 
part of therefolutions of the Congrefe, wKero 
they fay, that they wiU exchange officers for 
private foldiers, if there fliould remain a ba- 
lance of their officers in our hands after th? 
Vhole of our officers Ihould be exchanged— 
The Congrefs were well appriied that thii 
part of their refolutions could never operate ' 
as they muft know that the number of officers 
of the Convention army were nearly equal to 
^their officers, prifqners with us, and that at 
this time we l^ave a very inconiiderable ni^m-. 
ker pf their private men prifouers. . 
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Wc will apt trouble ypur Excellcpcy, wiA 
axccipitulation in this rcpprt of pur reafont 
for not atquiefdng in the propofal of General 
Waflilnj^on's Commiffipncrs, as tlicjr arc ccm- 
taincd la our letter to tliofe gcntremen, a copy 
of which if annexed^ ;fettiog forth the ground* 
upon which we declined taking any fteps ia 
this Jjufinefs J and,ai;r intention of returning 
to. JJew^York tpli^Yi; ,thc honour of cnakiftg. 
our report to ^ you aj {pon as poffible— — Wc 
1iic1q^^£^^^ou^ ^eOa^cy'4 infor^natipn^ * 
copy of General /WTafliington's cofnmiiEoft 
direftcd to Lieut. Colonels Harrifon and Hamil- 
ton, %$ the authority -under which they were 
to ad ; and likewife a letter from thofc gen- 
ikmcn^ in^inirww to ^siuli liretdy mentioned* 

3 '•€!*>ft''1»»: leaT^ Sir* p) return you «/ur Bip|t. 
^ftlcSM^ ac^owted^iments fat tbe^hoaqur la- 
ttin£fed'')^ in ouf prctpp&d ccMmntfiott, vf^k 
Hjrie can Wvet fiificieiitlf regiet notJUvlngt)f9e« 
bxrfi^Hiito tkecii^Qfi, v^tn we ^]t£A<^ ^e 
siagnitttde oi^the ot>jeft.an4 how ytrf f^tH- 
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natc we fliQuld have thought ourfclv^s could wc 

Jiave contributed in the faialleii dcgfcif*to iU 

'-' r.'.^ ..^ .... . - ,::-;>. ^^ .u . .. 

acconrpamment. , , * . ^ x , 

W^ Save th? Honour to roV7 * 

.1 r Sir, . , . . . 

, . , Your.Ex^cclIency s . 

. , , , ?ndol«dicntferr4iit5, • 

-*-■ ;; liOxTj /iio/i --ry.: r. u:y:r~'J Lvh^ ; f^i: ct 

't%;af>p^^a a»faiena:xM4W.:7ifikl^t fffyfitP 

^^mli^MOMftt zf$>$m mbH^rf^ty0m^i.¥ 

ift. Thitafoir«9:hangcofprifoncrtflMfi 
ti^ place without exception of pcrfons. 



y *4 .-t;.^^,_^. ..„._ ..... _^ •^>-.---...< 
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3. ThatatJhaU take place before the ictfe 
Say JtP MaVcli. / / ' .- . . . ^ 

he::: ,^ ■-- :^- / »-; Jir '^ • - ^^. -i^. / -. 

• i^^ T^at the pnloncrs fliajl be mutually 

aud impart^aHy exchauficed, offif ?rs tor oflicers, 

iion-conaniiflipncd officers for non-commillion* 

cd - officers, foidiers for foldicrs, and citizens 
^rra^I a^l- Dr.a;.4 -x^^^; :r • ,^*t- ; ,. -^ , : ■ 
and inb|bitantsfor the fame numbcroicitiz«s 

and inhabitants, agreeable to rank and ftation. 

-''4: ^ t!iift'tiirtl%^ande'rt at Freaerfckfburg 
!rf^irgiil?ill[^ah\e firft-fent in oifx^ this-occa^ 
fion, the reft to be cpmjpletedfrom Burgoyiie** 
army. 

'5i^ That the rations of protifienftd^t hav^ 
been iffued, or .ftiall be iffued bereaftn^Jn the 
fouthern diftrift, to the prifoners on each 
wfevfiiill be rated at the price of Hx-pence 
iJerlimg^ per ration, t<j be paid in gold and fiP- 
•vcr, the (foliar at four &iHing$ and cfght- 

6.^ Whenever 'the exchange takes place, thp- 
commiflaries of prlfbncrs on both fides, arc 



to cxchanj^ accouji^ properly aUtIitpti»fcd^ 
of the number of rattont that have been iSued 
to the prifpnen, who fliall be ea^changcd, and 
the balance paid at the rate above mendo9^ ; 
fiiould any difficulty arife on that. hek#^ tSc 
matter to be left to a future determinatioa 
and not prevent the exchange from ta)dn£ 
place. . ' *•";. ' ' * 

7* That proper meant of conveyance flxaft 
be furniflicd> at the puUic expence, for th« 
bagg^S^ ^ ^^« officers who Ihall be exchanj^ 
and proper treatment and quarters provided 
for them and their men on the march, to the 
place of exchange moft contiguous to the Htad- 
garters of each wmy. 

/ 

8. Itiat the officers, non<ommiffiobed 
i^cofs and privates^ who have been taken srft 
Port M'lntoOi on SltiUa,atth$ defeat ofColbnd 
Baker, the late excurfion of the Britifh trpop 
in Georgia, and other places, who have been 
liberated and not yet excliangcd^ flWU be ac- 
counted for and exclunged upon honour. . 




Me^ ^uar^Sp at, Ebenezer^ feh. 5, 1 779-. 

' sU^ .^- - 

Slaniconfdom of luv^g.a%d amoft 

amdid prt in the conferuagcs hitherto 

^dd^xdative to the exchange of pr^iwaci^ 

*&cmi the fete of wair has re4uce4into capti-i 

idty ; I am not In dxe leaft a{)prehenfive o| 

^anmitting to paper, and fubmittkig to pub- 

fie, inl^<aion, prc^ofids ftiggcfted by humani- 

^ ty, to which I think it an honour to fubfcribe 

^fay oanie. . . , ^ 

' As the alteraiiona^ which you have aad^ 

vour«i to introduce into my original prqpo- 

Msietta to/have .brought;^^ greater difficulticf 

in the conclufion of a cartel i I w^ld wiib tha|, ' 

4* they were founded on equitj^blt princi]^«S]^ 

Jift^ altemtions were made b«t&eh as, ftonj 

cfrcumftanc^^ require fome not very nutcrial 

changes. 

With that view therefore you liave refui^ 
to admit an exchange of citizens and inba* 
bitants of equal raiik and ftation, will appear 
rather extraordinary. Youannot bc.aitran- 



ffcr. Sir. tlut no peaceable inhabkaots -^^crc 
lobkca upon by us as pruoncrs oFw^r tiHTong 
after the illegal detention of the kiii^db-g^rcfen- 
^tiVe^^ andc^fl'l^vfeai&of^tm^ife 

irotfl*' tt^Iftattd gJWh as ittinnicd t»riimwaitt«i 
hx gbv^rniti^nt, and ta differ ink^i^i^tifm&h 
ffiopiiwho l&cant tofubvCftiti iSucbffW*-' 
ftrc6fiime<fJmesoccafidficd*|^ifi«S> diif^ftftd^ 
p*(dhs^ w}ibfta4|^^ diit jtM3d%. thou|)b^ 
tilMong after, fbr' the lafcs.bfiliberariftg ti^* 
friends of government fo unlawfully, dctaddi^^. 
Wdrc'Atlaft, upon foinie*oe«li<)0^*^xciaBged^ 
tJfttigh ^fuffered ^^Jierallybf usito ^refcoTCKt^ 
their ttfpcftive chohu:*; ffljiiiy 'ioAmc^cmi 
^iih4 ifckrld-nidntiori frdtiv my <mm pcfibaai 

fi^ind '^oJiP'^^^dre i^6t WfficieM''M^ m 
t«^e^drdl5iy ^ihadii^eithei-'*) fafcS arm^ttr'*t^ 
atl in capacities equally hoftile ; evwy nfai 
therefore, who in fuch citjcumftancc;^ fid)s.into 
olff lianas, furcly is, and cannot be confider- 
cd In any ligli't more fa^^ura'ble th'ap that of ,a 
prifb^ner of v^ar : 'At our lirfl conference ho-w- 
ever, you iTatiy rciufcd to exchange any 
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jiefs out ofi/Mi5^hm'i(k.,;,"^pp .will not ditown, 
J:**» v?«ift*flUredj, (tint I^eDrefenf ed to you thi^ 
injuftiG& of fti<jl^^ ineafur.<^i^p yaur nde, ,^n^ 
■my:fe^eHngs-^rji,hc|fe.:4^fert^d wretches ^(per- 
liaps imp|:u(^cntly) made mi;fv,ggcitfuch ar^u- 
^^?p t Si as^' Jj ison^f eye . in educed jfpur General, ii i 

point ,Qf y^fjW^ ^ I^J^g leave ^o ^rcfer. you to iwt 
comparifp^. t^f th^ firft ariicl^ ,qf" my propofaU; 

and that t>f the fame ardcle \^^ Ult^- 

To i^l^(?;^te[ auyiesTicrewith fcnt,,I have 
added the alterations which you wiftied might 
l>e made ; to any other I cannot poffibly con- 
ceive to be juftifiable to give my affent v and 
if the exchange cannot take place, agreeable to 
the fpirit of my pro]>f^fl^*^|ope to be cxcuU 
pated, and that the blame of the confecjuencei 
iviU not be laid upon m^. 
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' .ff the offer I made, that' Ae prlfia^ieYrtAi 
jboiiii^of i^ifbn-fliips mfghtbepiit daflbmfor 
the lake bf preferving'fewjy fliea^s titts,- l^ih 
ypw to imderftand, tha^ 6%ii»ii' Ii<iedlft»i 
Jonoiir muft W pledged, 'ti»k''IH^-tl»ii>& %h* 
(iiaa ib{$:oi^c( wit3iout tbe McMea^ «^^ 
comini'^fX °^ piifoneir fhs^* Be atxouofcdl 
fiir^ ahx^ ftrture exdiange, aSlt flMoWedii 
t^viiig been retu'riied' to yd9c, fttec'*li4*Ji% 
abfeondcd Wh^^oeirtified' iqfott'iaiS, ^ fti 
jpjimmiflary,'.murt'be fuffidenii^i«bF#ithb^ 
any other : ' . tfo advaatagetotimfett tti 8fe^ 
taken ;' it is cScuiated'-^f^to ^reV&i'ittf 
^iipttt'e tW inight aHfeoii' aat^dfa:;' ^•;'^^:^ 
, , Sir t have thi hdtiottrio t>^i '^ - "^^ 
. Your |noffobL(ie^^,«tt. ••' "" 

-.■ o"- • . - . ." •; ;!•. ./ : '•■ .,1;:- ;?.; e !; ■ '^:«. 

" •■'' ' •-:■;■ -.-: ;.?'■; ,..: .{ <■.-■ .. ,i^. ' 
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Qvertmts having been made by General Wajhin^ 
t$n fir fettling a Cartel for tbe exchange of prh 
ftmersy Commijioners met bj appointment at Am^ 
boy^ April the 12th. and remained there until 
' the 2^dy when Colonel HYDE of the foot^ 
guards^ and Captain ANDRE, Aid-de-Camp 
to his Excellency the Commander in Chief re- 
turned tff New-Toriy and viade the fdlmving 
Report to his Excellency Sir HENRY CLIN- 
TON, K.B. ^c. ^cisfc. 

Report of Colonel Hyde and Captain Andre^ 
Commuffioners on the pai^t of his Excellency Sif 
Henry Clinton^ for negotiating an exchange of 
prifonerSj iffc. 

Xo Ms Excellency Sir HENRI CLINTON, IC.B. 

SIR, 

WE beg leave in this report, to refeif 
your Excellency to our letters from 
Amboy : In thefe we expreffed our furprifd 
to find that General Waj(hin2l:oii's Commifr 
fioners objefted anew, to the powers we pro- 
duced, as being incompetent to a general car-i 
tcl, which mull reft, as they termed it, on tlwi 
R 
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broad bafis of national faith, not on perionai 
confidence ; they quoted on this occafion, Ac 
cuftoms of nations at war where commifiioners 
were rcfted with powers from tlic fupremc 
authority of the State, not from the comman- 
dert of armies : We would not confiime 
time in refuting fuch inapplicable parallels, or 
in quefiioning the great breadth of i)afi$ al- 
cribed to the faith of unrecognized power 
which ratified the Convention, but dcfircd 
to proceed on the powers we had to an immc-r 
diate exchange of prifoners, and to frame re- 
gulations for others in future, under what- 
ever name they chufe to enter into fuch an 
agreement, as it was furely an objeft of im- 
portance enough to deferve our attention, afld 
fully within the compafs of our commiflion t9 
redeem feme thoufands of individuals from 
captivity, and to provide for the more fpeedy 
relief and more comfortable maintai nance of 
fuch as fhould hereafter be taken. We thought 
it rather derogating from the zeal profefiM 
by the enemy in this affair, to hear their coio- 
imffioners propofe in anfwer, tkat in cafe your 
Il^jcellency wai not authorifcd to pledge ^he 
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faith of the nation, the exchange might be 
deferred t31 fuch authority could be obtained 
from Eurppe. They however admitted, that 
they could treat on a prefent exchange. In 
order therefore, to enter clofely on the fub- 
jcS:^ we propofed a mutual communicatioa 
of the nature of the agreement we had in view, 
and we propofed to them an imperfeft sketch: 
of a cartel which we had drawn up, according 
to the fpirit of our inftrudions, and of which 
wc fubjoin a copy* 

In return they exhibited tousfome articles 
which they had compiled, and had intended 

as the chief tenor of a general ckrtcl, had 
they judged our commiffions to have been 
fufficient. Thefe pieces were not interchang- 
ed, we can therefore only obferve as to theirs, 
that mofl: of the articles differed widely from 
our§, and many appeared to «s ill defined and 
leaving room for arbitrary conftrudlions', 
which might eafily afford ill grounded pre- 
tences for violations. . We could not but be 
very cautious in barkening to terms of fuch a 
tendency, when the bufineik under our conii- 
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deration, brought to mind fuch flagrant ui< 
fiances of preverfions of that nature in the af- 
fair of the Cedars, and in a treaty of much 
greater importance, where afevr cartouch. 
boxes were wreftcd into a pretext for invalid 
dating a folemn convention. 

The American Commiffioners rcfufed their 
afient to our firft article for the univerfal ddi^ 
very of prifoncrg, in which we conceived 
they would, on computation, have remained 
ijidebtcd to us j but from our account, they 
ftruck off all prifoners in Georgia, having 
j^ffured us, no authentic, intelligence concern^ 
ing them, probably upwards of looo men; 
like wife between 4 ^nd 500 officers and fol- 
diers preteiid^d to be forfeited by an infringe- 
ment on the agreement at the Cedars j Officers 
of militia ^iot taken in arjns, therefore fiiled 
citizens*. 5y thcfe apd fitnilar dedudions, 
?hey transferred the balance to their own fide. 

We were not more fucc^fsful in bringing 
their id^fis to coincide with ours, when wc 
propofed to agree on an exchange as far as 

* Eftablifhing rates cf exchange for unequal ranks, fo 49 
IQ fi^vpt^r ^l^emfclves in thits particular cafe. 
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mxLT abilities fliould be found to c«end, iof. 
volving in the exchange of all officers, that of 
a certain proportion of private foldiers. 

Upon the whole they appeared to drcumT 
Icribe their views to the redemption of their 
officers on Long-Ifland, preffing us to mention 
the number of private^ men we Ihould infift 
on receiving if an exchange took place, as if 
whatever equivalent we might have, their in^ 
ftruftions had been to limit the private mem 
they were to furrender. 

Unable to bring them to a compliance witfc 
our terms, or to induce them to name theix 
own, we at length on Monday the 19th inft. 
prefented the following definitive propofals^ 
the form and di^on of which, we faid mights 
be altered^ if neceflary, as we had not advert- 
ed particularly to thofe points. 

As each ifubjeft of thofe offers had been ful- 
ly dilcuffed in our fgveral conferences the pre- 
ceding week, we tihoiight, if the enemy's 
inftruftions admitted of ^^ly agreement, much 
time could not be required foj> ^^liberationt 
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Bot as they had throughout the negotiation 
objeAed to every thing with a vitions ipirit 
of contention, tre drew no faTouraWc infer- 
ence from theit delay in anfwering, and pre- 
fumed they were only framing a reply whicl^ 
ihouid ferve as an apology to the unhappy 
people who through the obvious policy of 
avoiding all exchange (except poilibly on a 
very particular and confined principle) are to 
remain in captivity. We therefore, after 
ipjraiting three days, we Wrote to them the letter 
which we annex, together with their anfwer. 

Having thus clofed our bufinefs, we quit- 
ted Atoboy. We have now with our warmeft 
ad^Howledgements to aflure your excellency 
<rfthe fenfe of the honour you conferred up- 
on us, and to entrdyt you to be perfuaded^ 
that our aseal to effeft the benevolent purpofcs 
of our commiflion, is only equalled by the 
cOftcerh we feel at their having been fo unhap* 
pily f^uftl•a^ed. 

Wc have the honour to be, &c. 
WEST HYDE. 
JOHN ANDRE. 
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Definiihe Propofak to C^tmels Ba^es mi Hariri^ 
fori^ CQVWuJfionen on tbefartofGeneralWafiih 
inponfor an exchange of Prifoneri. ^' / . 

WE renew our firft propofal which «^^ 
fl#think the molt equit^fe ttet could 
be adopted : That a gcber*l r^ftoration of all 
prifoners of warnciwin po^effiojQ of both par- 
tics take place, including the troo{» ;o£ the Con- 
vention of Saratoga, the balance in fevourqf ' 
cither to be acciounted for Jbiy, the other 
with the firft prilpncrs taken: li^ default of 
fimilar ranks uiic(j[ual to be ci[ita3EJ|j^ged on 

a TariflP which we annexed* 

• • • >i -. 

But as this was objeffted to oii ^ fuppofltion 
that the prifoners of one party WquJd not ex- 
tend to the redemption of thofe of the other, a 
more partial mode was fuggeftedA Having in 
our fever al conferences on that fubjed fully 
inveftigated the matter, we now offer the 
following terms as the refult * aiidt a final 
propofal. - 



Liiiiiiiii 



C '36.3 , 

i. The troppi o( the Convention ihall be 
ftrft exchanged, and in the following fuccefiiom 
U far as the prifoners in the hands of the Bri- 
tiih in any part of the Centinent will fwffice tw 
ischange. 



Half the Artffliry 1 


One Regt. Britifli 




One Foreign 




Britiih 




Ibjor-General 


, Right Wing 


Foreigpn 




Brkiih. 




Foreign 




lieut-Geaerali 




Britifli 




Foreign 




Britifli 




]IAijor«General 


^ Left Wing 


Foreign 




Britiih 




Foreign 
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Dragoons, Staff Officers and Corpg hot inclii^i 
ed above, to be dxchanged half with each 
wing, and difpofed as may h6 agreed upon* 

JBrlgadier Generals With their regiments* 

i2. In the abov€ exchange officers fliall be ac- 
counted for according to the I'anks they held 
€)n the 17th Od. 1 777, (the day of figningthc 
Convention) and fhall be exchanged by us for 
officers of equal ranks as fair as numbers vnll 
^dmit« In cafes where the ranks and numbers 
^U not exaftly apply, officers flhall be exchang- 
ed by an* adequate proportion for other ranks 
thencareft to their own, according to the Tariff 
annexied* 

V 

In the exchange of oMt General Officers ^d 

will return thofe of the higheft ranks in our 

poflfeffion, refcrvihga fufficient niimbel: of Bri^ 

^diers ^tid Fidd Officers to releafe all thofe of 

ours who are prifoners, according t© the prij»f 

dipU ^f equality. 

.8 



L 
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On the other hand the private foldiers of the 
Convention who ffiall exceed the number of 
jprivates wemay have to return for thein,fhallbe 
exchanged by an adequate proportion (^accord- 
ing to the TarifF) of fuch Staft Officers, Sub- 
altern Officers, and afterwards officers of next 
inferior rank as may remain in our poffeffion 
more than the nupnber of Subalterns and Staff 

Officers of the Conrention troops. 

» 

The account of thcfe balances to be fettle^ 
according to the returns of officers and men 
aftually and bona fide rcftored on each fidci 
and fuch Britilh regimental officers as are ah- 
fcnt on pa,role fliall be accounted for with theif 
regiments, or if required, be exchanged a- 
mongft the firft on the fobting of their being 
already reftored. 

3^ And {hould there after this remain pri- 

foners in the hands of the Britifli in any p»ft 

. of the Continent, Georgia particularly iadujl- 

cd, they Ihall be affigned to a farther exchaijgc 

of prifoners, as far as they will extend. 
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4. Officers who b^ing on parole have not 
complied with t|ie fummons to return, and 
officers who have violated their paroles, are to 
be fent back immediately, or accounted for 
firft in the exchange. And Sir Henry ^Clinton 
leaves it with General Waftiingt on in theprefent 
caie tQ dptermine as to officers of the Ameri- 
can army, which Ihall be account-ed for as hav- 
ing unwarrantably abfented themfclves. 

5. And though we are inftmAed to affert 
the juft plretenfion, and to claim in the moft 
explicit manoer the due performance of the 
Capitulation of the Cedars, yet that no obftacle 
may remain to impede the immediate objeft of 
thefe propofals, we corifent that the difcuflion 
of that affair jQuU remain for fome futui^ op- 
^portututy. 

6. And we further confent, in the fame view 
of removing difficulties, that fergeants conti- 
nuing to be exchanged as heretofore as pri- 
vates, Subaltern Officers ihall only be rated a» 
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you propofe at 6 men, though wc think tho 
^ppretiation inadequate^ 

7. In cafe either party from motives of gc-^ 
nerous confidence, and to acccUerate relief, 
fliould be induced to difpoflefs themfdycs of a 
portion of prifoners before circumftances^ ad- 
mit of receiving an e<^uivalent, the plighted 
honour of the Generals, or fome adequate fe- 
curity, mull guarantee the delivery of thefaid 
equivalent, fo that no pretence whatever may 
be made ufe of to drfay or evade it. But w? 
can neither on the prefent or in any future 
cafe admit that officers and foldiers of militia 
not on f^rvice ihall be exempted from being 
made prifoner^ of war. 

We are not unwilling to frame regulations 
to eftablifh and facilitate future periodical ex* 
changes ypon terms of mutual advantage, and 
which can leave no room for altercation 01;' 
raifconftrudion. Whether fuchan inftrument 
fliall bo called a General Cartel, we will not dif- 
^\jtc, ^nd flxajl b? contented with powers (w 



fJie part of t^e. American Comja3i0ioaers ofti 
Jijix tenor with our own. 
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Prymmer 


«• 


* 



&£_■:„«- 



~ If tkb ibiEH'i^'rft^s are agreed to, it ^HUl'M 
eafy to fettle others for the Stifj^ iScc. Updii 't^ 
iame prindpks of eqfuitf. 
Signed 

JOHN ilNDRE;^ 
ComiAiffioners on tbe part of 
•Sir HMhry Cunton. ^ 
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(COPY.) 

.' Amboyy Thur/day^ April i^i ^^79' 

■-■:gentlemen, " • • ' -•• ■ •'••- 

WITH sC patience infpired by our afnarii^s 
whhes td e£fea: the end of i^\oi^- 
xiSSiony aiid fuppdfrtcd by the duties^ of pcrfi)- 
niU politenefsf wc have Waited three days to 
. rfeceive your affcnt or negative t^ the pro^- 
£3i we oflFered you on Monday ; as they Ac 
determinate and unalterable, fo we hope thfcy 
are clear. In the firft cafe, they can only re- 
quire a decifive anfwer, Ihould they be defici- 
cAt in perfpicuity we (hall bet happy tcf explain 
thcm# 
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- Wc pf rfeht 7t)u on our part terms uhpr^ped 
by argumcat and refting-oidy on the bafi^of 
their equity, fliould you not be indined to act 
quiefcein them, we truft y<JU wiH not on your 
lide detain us for the purpofe only of entering 
at large into your motives, efpedadly as wc 
iiave Sir Henry Clinton's orders to bring this 
negociation to a fpeedy condufion, and to re- 
turn to New- York fo foon as we are convinced- 
there are ng hopes of fuccefs. 

We are. Gentlemen, 
; Your moft obedient and 

Moft humble Servants^ 
WESTHYDi; 
JOHN ANDRE, 
Colonds Davies and Harrifon. 



Amboj^ April xid^ 1779 
GEN^rLEMEN, 

WE are very fenfible of your perfonal po- 
litenefs through the wholeof our nego- 
ciatiQU, and fliguld be extremdy unwilling you 
fliould indulge an idea that in any inftance we 
would wilh to detain you unneceifarily. 
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VfciEkSt not delay, but aftimtcd by tha 
4irarineft defir<;s to accompIQh the humane pur^ 
pofes of our appointment; we have paid the 
dofeft attention to the propofak you have of- 
fered; we have found them extenfive and im- 
|)ortant in their confequences, involving a va- 
riety of interefts, which neceflarily required 
«nuch confideration. With a truly anxious 
<zeal we have endeavoured to accommodate 
them toour mutual advantage and' that of the 
prifoners, and are fenfibly diftrefled to find 
ourfelves unexpeftedlyreftrifted to abarcaflent 
or negative to your propofals. Should they 
iiowcver be finally determinate and urialtera* 
ble as you exprefs, we have only to lament 
that they are fuch as we cannot accede to^ 
without manifeft injury toour country, Md 
incurring the difapprobation even of our un- 
fortunate prifoners themfelves. 
We are, Gentlemen, 
. Your moft obedient and moft 

humble Servants, 

WILLIAM DAVIES. 
ROB. H. HARRlSOIf,^ 
Col. Hybs and Capt. Andrs* 
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Mmthentic Copies qfthe letim referred U in the Re- 
ipm frm Colonel Hyde and Captain Andrei 
ths Commander in Chiefs with bis ExteUencfs 
jinfwers* * 

( € O P Y. ) 
Amboy, April \\ib 1779. 
SIR, 

WE landed oti Monday about it o'clock, 
and yefterday had the firft conference' 
-«irith' the gentlemen deputed to meet us. At 
interchanging our powers, we» were not a little 
iurprifed to find ours objefted to as to their 
Competence to effeft a general permanent car- 
td, thefc being the fame grounds on which 
they had before obliged Britiih Commiflioners 
to borftak off a fimilar conference. They wiih- 
•cd to have read in our commiffion from your 
Excellency, " I do hereby in virtue of full pow- 
ers to me delegated nominate and appoint you 
&c. &c*' , 

We alfo thought it rather inau^idous and 

not eafily to be reconciled to the zeal expreffed 

by the ^ncmy for an exchange, to hear their 
T . 
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Commiffioners in a fitft interview propofe, thai 
if your Excellency was not authorifed to 
pledge the faith of the nation, the rdeafe of 
prifdners might be deferred *till fuch authority 
could be obtained from Europe. 

Solicitdus however to find if any defirc of 
treaty exifted on their part, and cordially re^- 
folyed to attempt every thing on ours, wc en- 
tered on the fubjeft; and from our converfation 
of yefterday and this morning have been able 
to obferve. , 

^rhat although they conceive our powers 
inadequate to a general cartel, they do not al- 
ledge them to be fo as to a prefent exchange of 
prifoners, nor can ^we find where they mean 
to draw the line which is to circumfcribe our 
regulations for the future; we are therefore 
inclined to hope that in this we are difputing 
on words. 

They difclaim all intention to draw us into 
an acknowledgment ot their independence^ 
and have fully fatisficd u$ that the preamble 
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may be couched in terms not repugnant to our 
general mode of expreffion with refpeft to them, 
X hey appear willing to talk of an exchange 
m^ithout entering into accounts* But 

Tliey fiile General Burgoyne a Commander 
in Chiefs and intimate that he and the other 
Oeneral Officers fhould be fifft exchanged. 

' They will not accede to a general delivery 
pfprifoners, pretending, contrary to what we 
know to be the cafe^ that the balance is great- 
ly in their f avoun 

They profefs i^gnorancc of all tranfadions in 
Georgia, and refufe to enter into any agrce- 
ibrient extending to prifoners taJken there. 

They cavil upon the rat^s at which unequal 
ranks might be interchanged where their inte- 
reft in the prefcnt cafe appears concerned. And, 

They feem to be aiming, in the mode of 
exchange at an arrangement which may leave 
private foldicrs in^ their poffeffion^ 
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We will not however defpair of agifeem^ 
upon fome meafures for granting relief to the^ 
whde or a large portion of the prifoneK noi«F. 
in their hands, and of fixing fome line by wkick^ 
to be guided on future occaiions of this na^ 
turc. 

We take the liberty to obferve to your Exr 
ccllency that we cannot recommend the con- 
ceflion they require in the matters relative to 
our powers, confident that the main point oF 
Ihortening or aHeviating the pain of captivity 
is in no manner connected with it, and as we 
think it only demanded in the fame fpirit of 
encroachment with which in each fuccefllvc 
power granted to Commiflioners for treating 
on this fubje<a, they have affcfted to difplay 
more at large their ufurped dignitiesi^ 

We muft acknowledge that the Gentlcmea 
we have met, are perfonally fuch as we could 
have wiihed to confer with* 

We have the h<mour &c. ^ 
WEST HYDE.^ 
JOHN ANDRE. 
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(COPY.) 

jimboyt April, i6th 1779. 
SIR, 

WE have to give your Excellency fome 
£u-ther infornation as to our proceed- 
ings. 

We find that the American CommiiHoners 
flill urge the enlargement of our powers as nc- 
ceffary for a general cartel^ but we evidently fife 
that it is for thepurpofc of appearing to treat 
on the footing of a wtf//^« at war ; and we can- 
not perceive that a conceffion on this head 
would have any other cffed than giving them 
a triumph, efpccially as they introduce very 
improper matter to be acceded to, which thia 
would not tend to remove* 

We have candidly Ihewn them the ground 
on which we can proceed, and even made apro- 
pofal as to the rates at which officers of diffi- 
milar ranks,and privates, might be exchanged 
for each other; but have told them on the 
other hand, that, if only a partial exchange Was 



^ I 
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to take place, we iirflfted on, and would not 
depart from our demand, of receiving private 
men, with officers in a battalion proportion; 
or by exchanging the foldiers of each re^meat 
of the convention army at the fame time with 
their officers, in order impartially to aflford re- 
lief to all conditions of men. 

They appear as though they felt they muft 
accede to fomething of this nature, and confe- 
quently want to confine it as much as puflible, 
and to reduce to the loweft, the proportion of 
privates given with officers, rejedang that pro- 
pofed ; and they lay fome ftre6 oh the (Efferent 
value of our trained foldiers, inlified tot life, 
and their own troops, whofe time of fervicc is 
daily expiring, or who are a rude militia, Icntl- 
ing a precarious afliftance, thus juftify ing their 
reludancc to giving ours up j they allb, with 
the utmoft perfeverance, ftrive to enhance the 
ranks they chiefly poffefs, and depreciate thofe 
where we have the advantage in nimAcr, 
without reference to precedent, or regard to 
impartiality* 



The articles which they have fhc^^ vs in % 
model for a cartel are many of them utterly 
inadmiflible, and for the moft paxt are vague 
and obnoxious to wilful conftru6^ons, tend- 
ing to furnifli pretences for retaliativc infringe- 
ments* 

Whatever fuccefs^ may attend our labour's, 
they fhall be unremitted : We fliall continue 
to compare our ideas upon matters that can 
become the objeds of this negotiation^ and 
ihall fce^ if (whep all is rejeded op both fidef 
that cannot be agreed upon,) there will be a 
rcfidue worthy of making the fubftance of a 
treaty. We Ihall at leaft acquire materials for 
evincing your Excellency's generous inten- 
tions, and the fatisfadion of having followed 
flp the enemy's difficulties, till we found 
them originating in fevere and unjuftifiablc 
policy. 

Wc f^all be happy to know that your Ex- 
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cdlcncy approves our condu&, and to rccrivc 
your ^ther commands and advice. 
We have, &c. 

WEST HYDE, 
JOHN ANDRE. 



Iris, offNew^Tork, Vehruary ^th, 17!!. 

Mr. RiVINGTON, 

During the prefent Contejl between Great Bri^ 
tain and the Norths American Colonies, it has 
been the invariable PraSfice of their Leaders 
to mi/reprefent all Falls , as might befi ferve 
their Purpofes, and prejudice or blind' the 
Minds of their Fellow Subjects , lefs violent ^ 
and more honejiy or more candid than tbem^ 

- f elves. 

Of this Nature is the Affidavit^ lately publified 
in a Bofton News Paper, refpe5ling the "Treat- 
mentofthe Naval Prif oner sin our poffefJCon-- 
it has the fame Obje3 — but it cannot hefuc- 
^0ful : becaufe an extenfive and impartial 
Enquiry has taken Place, and the necejfary 
meafures been adopted on our Part, to avert 
its baleful and pernicious EffeSls. 



._v%li*i 
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// /V, therefore^ become necejary^for the" Au 
tainment of this valuable and important Pur^ 
pofe to publijh to the World the inclofed 
Papers / and I defire you will accordingly in^ 
fert them in your Paper. 
I am. Sir, 
Tour mofi obedient bumble Servant^ 

G. D AlVSO N^ 
Newr-WiT^dfor, January 2^th, 1781- 
> (Received at Netv^Tork, February i, 1781 J 

SIR, 
npHROUGH a variety of channels, repre- 
-■^ . fentations of too ferious a nature to be diC- 
, regarded, have gome to us, that the American 
naval prifoners in the harbour of New- York, 
arc fuffering.all the extremities of diflrefs — 
fronm a too crouded, and in all refpeAs difa- 
grceable and unwholefome iituation on board 
the prifoh Inips ; and from the want of food 
and other neceflaries. The pidlure given us 
of their fufferings is truly calamitous and de- 
plorable ; if juft, it is the obvious iiltereft of 
both parties, (to omit the plea of humanity) 
that the caufes fhould, without delay, be en- 
quired into, andremoved ; if falfc, it is equally 

U 
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.'deiBia^k /that cffedual meafurcs fhouldljc 
taken to olrvkte mifapprehenfion. This can 
only be dene by;. permitting an officer of con- 
fidence on both fides, to vifit the prifoncrs in 
their refpediye confinements, and examine 
into their truo condition : ^This will either 
at once fatiSfy you, that by fome abufe of truft, 
in the perfons immediately charged with the 
care of the prifoners, their treatment is really 
fuch as has been defcribed to us, and requires 
a change ; or it will convince usjthat the cli- 
mours are ill grounded. 

A difpofitiontoaggrav«ethemiferiesofcapi. 
tivity, is too illiberal to be imputed to any 
but thofe fubordinate charadlers . whain exttf 
fervice, are too often remifs vr unprincipled. 
This refledlion aflures me you will acquiefipe 
in the mode ,propoIed for afcertaining the 
truth ; for dctecling-delinquency on-one fid& 
or falfchood on, the other. 

The dicuffions and afperities which' have 

had too much place on the fubjed of prifotfi- 

.<<:rs, ai-cfo irkfcme in tbemfelvcsy^nd have had 



SBkXMny iirconlcqucnces, that it iy infinitely 
tQ be wifh^d there* mzyhc no room given to 
revive them. IJie mode T have fuggcfted, 
appears to me calculated to bring the prefent 
matter to a fair, dired^ atid fatisiaAory ifliie. 
l.Am fenfible of no inconveniences it can be 
sQttended with,.and»r therefore hope for your 
e^incurrcnce* I (hail be glad, as foon as poifi- 
We^ to hear from you on the fubjcdl.^ 

L am. Sir, 

Your moft obedic'nt,. 

And humble fervant,. 
(Signed) GEO. W3VSHINGTQN. 

.Admiral Arbuthnot^ ^ the OflSccr 
commanding the Britifti Fleet 
at-NcwwYorJc. 



IriSi off New," Tork, February ^ib, I'jii., 

SIR, 

A S Commanding. Officer of hi* Majefty*s 

-*^ fliipsat New-York, I havercceived your 

letter of the 25th ultimo, and inclcfeycuthcre- 
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fblt of a very particular examinatieh of the 
treatment of the Naval Prifoners in our pot 
fcffion^ 

An old lixty-four gun Ihip is allotted for 
their reception in this harbcrur, and every 
poflible check has been eftablilbcd to prevent 
any praftices from creeping in, in violation of 
the laws and precedents of war in fimilarfitu* 
ations. — The arrangement of exchangic and 
parole Is made by the Commiffary-General, 
Mr. Pavid Sproat— — Lieu.tenant Spornc, of 
the Royal Navy^ an officer of experience, 
and humanity, commands the prifon-fhip^ 
which is victualled by a purfer, with the very 
fame provifions that the officers and feamcn 
in the Royal Service are fiipplied with^ and it 
is iffued to them in the fame manner. 

I have tranfmittcd your letter to his Excel- 
lency the Commander in Chief, who is at a 
dillance from this port— if his Excellency aW 
lows one of your officers to come to New--York ; 









it Is well.™ Whilft it depends tipon me, it 1$ 
inadmiflible. 

I anij Sir, 

Your moft obedient^ 
Humble Servarit, 

G. DAWSON, 
Captain of his Majcfty's Ship the IriS^ 
His Excellency General Wafhington. 

REPORT of an Enquiry made this Day on 
Board his Majefty*s Prifon Ship the Jerfey^ 
lender the Command of Lieutenant John 
Sporne, of the Royal Navy, refpedling the 
Treatment and Ufagc of the Naval Prifoners 
in all Cafes : 

PRESENT, 

Captain George Dawfon, Commander of his 
Majefty*s Ship the Iris. 

Captain Riipert George, Commander of his 
Majefty's Ship the Avenger. 

Captain James Batterlby, of the 29th Regi- 
ment of Foot. . ' 

Enfign De Chambault of the 24th Rcgi- 
iperit of Foot. 



13tc?Ql)jc5* of tftij^ Enquiry, being coQli<fcr^ 
cd, was naturally found to dirid?- itfclfj inP> 
two points : 

ift. Of the tipcotmcnt of thc-prifoncrs with 
rcfpcft togoodordcfandtkcomm. 

2d. Of the adtniniftration 0f the King's al- 
loti^a:nce df provifions^r i . 

All the prifoncrs were ordered upon deck>. 
«M»ft?rcd:a}i4!ex3ifi^incd,upon'ih^fe f|jbje<a^-- 
Six.of jtheprirtcipaj^.qfficers ofj w^ch> viz 

Stephen Hopkins^ lute Cowuxiande^ Qf.tji§ 
Brigantinev Mtryjandi 

Thomas Hardy^ firft Ueutenantiof thccfamOr 

William Barrows, fecond lieutenant x>fthQ 
iaine. 

IjKvCknfwu,%ii^hi fijrgeofl* * 

Robert Duncan, failing mailer, ^ndr . 

John Cook, late, mafkr of the- fchponei* 

Flying Fifb, being, witneis thereto^ at^ts» 

this report. 

The under written being the oldeftj^ifon- 
ers in our pofleflion, viz. 



^illiattt Johrifon, Peter Deal, 
ODanrel M'Kip, WiUkm Bed, 

. John Royfter> and 

Lu^ly Turpirt, Patrrck Delay, 

Severally, cottedively and voluntarily dedftrc^ 
That they haye hepn feyen moaths pfrfoiicrs 
•in the Ro/al fervicej^nd at different perkkfte 
vcbn fined in the prifon (hips Scorpion, Strcnnr 
bolo. Hunter aad Jerfey.— That, with rcf- 
pcd to thfefirft point. They firmly beHeve 
;their fitUatiiiti was made at all timek as torti- 
Portable its poffible, ahd that they were -in iiO 
firiftanccc b|)]preiffed .^r ill tested. 

To the feeond poiqt they declare, they rc- 
^u'larly rteeived the xinder-mtntioised Weekly 
:;atlo>prance of prbvifion, viz. 

BREAD, fixty^x dunces, 

l3EEFi ferty-thi-ee ounces, 

PORK, twenty-two ounces, 

BUTTER, eight ounces, 

JPEASE, one pint, and one iixth df a pintj^ 

OATMEAL, two pints. 

That it is, and ever has been ilFucd to theni 
^Avithout drawback or dedudion, and of the 
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very fame fpccics and quality with which the 
Commanders, Officers, Seamen, aad Mariners, 
belonging to the flid fhips were vidluallcd ; 
as alfo, the Officers and privates of the rcf- 
pedtive guards, that have feeen from time to 
time placed over them ; and that they have at 
all times had fuel and every neceflary conve- 
nience for cookings 

Wc, the under-figned officers in his Majcf- 
ty's fcrvice, declare on our honours, that 
the above teftimoiiy is confirmed and cor- 
roborated by that of every individual in the 
iprifonikiix. 

We alfofarther declare, and implicitly believe 
that the ficknefs at prefent among theprifoners, 
arifes from a want of cloathing, and a proper 
attention in themfclves to their own cleanli- 
nefs. . ^ 

The prifoners clofe their general teftimony 
with an affirmation that they have never been, 
and are not now crowded in the prifon fliipj 
aud that two or three of each rank are now, and 
have ever been permitted daily, to goon fhorc 
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to New York, to purchafe for thcmfelves, or 
on the part of the reft of the prifoners, what- 
ever they might be iu want of/ ^ 

GIVEN under our hands on board bis 

Majefty- sjhip the Jerfey^ in the harbour 

. of New^ Tork^ thejecond day of February 

Attefted, (Signed) G. DAWSON. 

RUPT. GEORGE. 
J AS. BATTERSBY, 
DE CH.\MBAULT. 
Attcfted, (Signed) 

Stepliea Hopkins, Clement Smith, 

Thoims Hardy, Robert Duncan, 

Wm. Barrows, John Cook* 



TTENRY DAVIES, Efquirc, Agent for 
-*• ^ vi dualling his Majefty's fleet in North 
America, under the command cf his Excellen- 
cy Vice-Admiral Arbuthnot, voluntarily mak- 
eth oath, that the pro vifions fupplied to pri- 
foners in the naval department, are and have 
been from the thirteenth day of June laftf when 
this deponent entered on his prefent officcj 
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iflued from the King's provifions under hit 
Care^ and that he hath uniformly ordered pro- 
vifions to be iflued to the naval priloners of 
the fame kind, fpecies, goodncfs and quafhty 
as at the fame times were furniflied to the 
^ Royal Navy, which orders he believes were 

llridlly and impartially complied with : And 
this deponent further faith, that no condemn- 
ed or returned provifions have ever been iflu- 
ed to any prifoner or prifon fliip by the order 
or to the knowledge or belief of thrs deponent, 
but the fame have been always fold on account 
of the crown, at public audion, by Meflrs. 
! John M'Adams and Conipany, or Meflrs. 

M * Adam, Wat f on and Company, of the faid 
City, Vendue Mafters. 

HENRYDAVIES. 
Sworn^ this 3^ day 
(jf February, \^%i. 

Before me, 
D. MATHEWS, Mayer. 



ALEXANDER M'KEAN, Purfer of 
his Majefty's ftiip the Charleftown, 



Unakcth oath that he fcrv^ as Clerjc in the 
office of the Agent Vi6f uglier to his Majefty's 
fleet on the coaft of North-America, for up- 
wards of three years, preceding the firft day 
p( July laft, and that from the firft day of 
October, one thoufand fevcn hundred and 
fevcnty-nine, to the faid firft day of July laft, 
alt orders for ifiuingprovifions from the faid 
office, pafled through his hands ; and that the 
orders for iffiiing provifions for the ufe of the: 
naval prifoners on board the feveral prifon 
ihipc. in the harbour of New- York, were, 
during the time this deponent adled as ifluing 
clerk as aforefaid* the fame in every refpeft, 
.with the orders ilfced during the fame period 
for vidluallij^ hw Majefty's ihips; and vthis 
d^)oaent bdiev es, the provifions furniihed to 
the naval prifoners, in obedience to fuch or- 
ders, were of the fame goodnefs and quality, 
as the provifions fupplied at the fame time to 
the feamen in the Royal Navy ^ and this de* 
ponent further faith, that no condemned, 
returned, or unfervioeable pK)viCons, were, 
ever to' his knowledge or belief, during the 
iime he Was in the Agent Vidualler's office. 



^'/- 



Y^ 



[ 164 ] 

ifTacd to any naval prifoner, but fuch prcm- 
fions were always fold at public audidn, by 
order from the Agent Vicfhialler for the time 
being, on government account. 

A^ M'KE AN. 
Sworn this 3^ day of 
February, 1781, 

Before me, 

D. MATHEWS, Mayor. 



JOSEPH short; of the city of New-. 
York, gentleman, maketh oath that he 
hath fervedas a clerk in the officeof the Agent 
for vidlualling his Majefty*s fleet on the coaft 
of North-America, for four years, laft paft j 
and that from the firft day of July laft^ all or- 
ders for iffuing provifions have paffed through 
bis hands, and that the orders, for fupplying 
provifions to the naval prifoners in the port 
of New- York, have been uniformly made 
out in the fame manner as orders to fupply 
his Majefty's fliips : and this deponent be- 
lieves that provifions of the famegoodnefs, fpe- 
cies and quality, have been iffued to fuch pri- 
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ibners, as during the fame period were iffued 
to the feanien in the Royal Nai^y, and that 
no condemned or returned provifions v/crc 
ever iffucd to any naval prifoncr in the port 
of New- York, but the fame have been al- 
ways fold, on account of the Crown, at public 

vendue. 

J. S H O R T. 

S^worn^ this ^^ day a/ 

February i 1781. 

Before me^ - 

D. MATHEWS, A%tfr. 



JOHN GRIFFITH, Mailer ©f the Ihip 
Gcofgc and James ,- Ifaac Amory, Matter 
of the fliip Henry ; William Llewellin, Maf- 
ter of the brigantine Artemelia ; -John Dalhiel, 
Mailer of the fliip William ; Benjamin 
Coulfon, Mailer of the brigantine Blefling ; 
Robert Birch, Mailer of the fliip Stakelby ? 
James Burton/ Mailer of the ftiip Britilh 
Queen ; Alexander Anderfon, Mailer of the 
brigantine Brunfwick ; Thomas Harman, 
Mailer of the Ihip^ Grand Duke; Henry 
HurU, Mailer of the brigantine Thompfon t 
Andrew Stalker, Mailer of the Ihip Nelly; 



Joreph Clerk, Mailer of the flup Jafon* 
John Hudfon, Mailer of thefliip Benjamin; 
and George Littleton, Mailer of the Ihip 
London; each fpeaking for himfelf feveralljr, 
Hiaketh oath, thjit the before-mentioned Aip^ 
and brigantines under their command, are 
navy viduallers, and that thefe deponents 
have at different times, in obedience to or- 
ders received for that purpofcj^ from the Agent 
Viduailer to his Majefty's Navy on the coaft 
of North-America, delivered provilions for 
the ufe of the naval prifooers confined en 
board the prifon fhips in the harbour of New- 
York, and that fuch provilions were of the 
lame kind, goodnefs and quality, as pravifiona 
delivered by thefe dejponents for the ufe o£ 
his Maj efly's Navy, at the lalne periods o€ 
time, and m ere taken from their cargoes im- 
partially, and without diftinftion,. in the fame 
tiianner as for the ufe of the feajnen on board 
the King's Ihips. And thefe deponents, John 
Griffith, William Llewellin, Alexander An- 
dcrfon, and James Burton, fay, that the fame 
method of impartially fupplying provilions 
of the like quality with thofe iflued for his 
Majelly's feamen, to the naval prifoners^ ia 
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the harbour of New-* York, has been inva- 
riably pradlifed by the mailers of naval' vic- 
tuallers for upwards of four years laft paft, 
during xyhich time, they, the faid John Grif- 
fith, WiHiamx LlewelFm, Alexander Ander- 
fon, and James Burton, have been in the 
vi<ffaialling fer vice. 

JOHN GRIFFITW, 
ISAAC AMORY; 
WILLIAM LLEWELLIN, 
JOHN DASHIEL, 
BENJAMIN COULSON, 
ROBERT BIRCH. 
JAMES BURTON, 
ALEX. ANDERSON, 
THOMAS HARMANi 
HENRY HURST, 
ANDREW STALKER. 
JOSEPH CLARK, 
JOHN HUDSON. 
GEORGE LITTLETON; 
£w^K, this 2d day of 
Fehruafyy 1781. 

Before me, 

.D. MATHEWS. Mayor 

sf New-Tork.' 
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JOHN DRAKE, of the city of Ncw-York, 
gentleraan> makcth oath, that having 
been appointed on the ninth day of Auguft 
lal to fuperintend thic vidualling ef all pri* 
foners in the Naval Department at. New- 
York, and continued in. the faid office to the 
ninth day of December laft, he, this deponent, 
during the faid period, conHantly infpccled 
and examined the provifions iffued to the 
prifoners on board the different prifon fhips 
in the harbour of New-York : And this de- 
ponent ' faith, that fuch provifions were al- 
w ays of the fame fpecies, quality and good- 
nefs, as were fupplied to thf feamen on board 
his Majefty's fhips on the North- American 
ftation, and were received by him from on 
board different navy viduallers, then ifTuing 
provifions of the like kind to the Royal 
Navy ; and that the rations or allowance of 
provifions to each prifoner for bne week, 
hath uniformly been fixty-fix ounces of bread, 
forty-three ounces of beef, twenty-two 
ounces of pork, one pint and oile fixth of a 
pint of peafe, two pints of oatmeal, and 
eight ounces of butter, which quantity w^s 






regularly ferved to each prifoner every wedc 
without any deduftion or drawback, and that 
no condemned or unferviccable provifions 
were ilTued to any naval prifoner ill the har- 
bour of New- York, during the time that this 
deponent fuperintended their yidlualling as 
, aforefaid. 

JOHN DRAKE. 
Sworn this ^d day of ^ 
' February, 1781, 

Befori me, 

h. MATHEWS, Mayor. 



PETER ROBERTSON, ading purfer of 
his Majefty's prifon fliip, the Jerfey, 
maketh oath, that he hath aAed as PuKer of 
the faid (hip during the time (he has been 
employed as a prifon (hip, and that the allow- 
ance to each prifoner for one week is fixty- 
fix ounces of bread, forty-thre^ ounces of 
beef, twenty-two ounces of pork, one pint 
and one fixth of a pint of peafe, two pints 
of oatmeal, and eight ounces of butter, 
which quantity of provifions hath i:onftantly 
Y 
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been and ftill is lerved out to each prifoncr 
{by daily allowance) -every week with6ut anj 
^edudHon, abatement, qt drawback for eighths 
or otherwife, and that fuch pfovifiops have 
always been flie fame in goodnefs and qudity 
as were fupplied to "the crews of his Majefty's 
faidhofpital fhip,and theotherXing's Ihips on 
the North- American ilation during the fame 
period. 

PETER HOBERTSON. 

:Sworn this ^d day (f 
Tebruaryy 1781^ 

Before me^ 
D. MATHEWS^ Maytn-. 



ITEREMIAH DOWNER, -manner;a native 
*J of Boflon, in New-England, maketli oadi 
that he commanded his Majeily's prifonfliip 
the Strombdlo, in the hafbourof Nfew-Yorl^ 
from twenty-firft day of Auguft to the tenlk 
day df December laft, during which time the 
provifions iilucd to thepritoners coniinedoa 
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boards were of the fame goodncfs and quality 

as thofe iffued to the feameii belonging to the 
Sti'ombplo, and the fame as at that time were 
iiTuccJ to thefeamen in the Royal Navy^ and 
that the weekly allowance to each prifoner was 

.invariably fixty-fix ounces of breads forty-threc 
ounces of beef, twenty-two ounces of pork;,, 
one pint and one iixth of a pint of pcafe, 
twa pints ofoat meal, and eight ounces of 
butter;, which was faithfully ferved out to 

, them every week, by daily allowance : And 
this deponent further faith, that the number 
of prifoners confined on board the Stromboloj 
whilft under his command, was never lefs 
than one hundred and fifty at one time, and 
frequently above twa hundred, and that only 
one prifoner died on board the faid prifon 
fhip Strombclo^ whilft under his command 
as aforefaid. 

JEREMIAH DOWNER. 

Sworn this 3^ day of 
February i 1781, 

, Before mc^ 

D. MATHEWS, Mayor. 
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GENERAL WASHINGTON, 

On Public Service, 

To tbf Honourable Benjamin Harrison, Efq. 

Speaker of the Boufe of Delegates^ 

Richmond, Virgiftia^ 
Head-Quarters, (New^lVindfarJ 
2Tib March, 1781. 

Dear Sir, 

ON my return from Newport I fouhd 
your favour of the 1 6th of February^ 
U'ith its inclofures, at Head-Quarters. I ex- 
ceedingly regret that 1' dould not have' the 
pleafure of eeing you, ilot only ftbm per- 
fonal motives, but bickufel could tfavi till 
tered upon the fubjed of yo^r miffloft,*in a 
much more free and full manner than is pr<^- 

per to be committed to papen 

* '^ ' • . 

I very early faw the difficulties and dangers 
to which the foutherh Hates would be ex- 
pofed f«r refources of cloathing, arms and 
ammunitibn, and reconmended miagazrnes to 
be eftaMillied, as ample as their circum- 
ftances would admit. It is true they arc not 
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fb full of picn as the northern ftates^ but they 

ought for that reafon to have been more af- 

liduous in raifing a permanent force, to 

havd been always ready, becaufe they cannot 

xlraw a body of men together as ludueii as 

their exigencies may require. Ihat policy 

has unhappily not been purlued either licre 

- or there, and we are now futitrii;g Irom the 

remnant of a Britifh army what they could 

not, in the beginnfng, accornpliih with tncir 

force at the higheft. 

^ As your requifitions go to men, arms, am- 
munition and cloathing, i tiaU gi\t yuu a 
Ihort detail of our lituationand prol^ecu, as #. 

to the firft, and of our iupphcs and CApccia- 
tions as to the three laft. 

MEN, By the expiration ofthc times of 
ierViCcof the old troops — ^by theajfci.argc of 
the levies engaged^ for the canipaign oiiij — 
and by the unfortunate difiolution ol the 
Pennfylvania line, I was left, previous to the 
inarch of thedetacbment under the ccmniand 
of the Marquis de liJP ay ette, with againlon 
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barely fiifficicnt for the fecurity of Weft-Point 
— and two regiments in Jerfey to fupport the 
communication between the Delaware and 
North-River. The York troops I h^ul beea 
obliged to fend up for the fecurity of the 
frontier of that ftate. Weak however sl% wc 
-were, I determined to attempt the diflodg-^ 
ment of Arnold in conjundkion with tht 
French fleet and army, and made the detach* 
ment to which I have alluded* 

In my late tdurta the eaft ward, I feund 
the accounts I had received, of the progrefV 
of recruiting in thofe ftatesj had been much 
exaggerated, and I fear we fhall, in the end, 
be obliged again to take a great proportion of 
their quotas in levies for the campaign in* 
ftcad of foldiers for three years or for the war-. 
The regiments of New- York having been 
reduced to two, they have but few tnen to 
raifc.* Jerfey depends upon voluntary inlift* 
ments upon a contraded bounty, and I can- 
not therefore promife myfelf much Aiccefs 
from the mode. The Pennfylvania line yon 
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know is ordered to compofe partof tftc fouth- 
«crn army. General Wayne is fo fanguine as 
t6 fuppofd he will foon be able to move on 
ivith i»oo or 1 200 men, but I fancy he rather 
over-rates the marten 

You will readily perceive from the forc- 
goingftate, that there is little probability of 
adding to the force already ordered to the 
fouthward. For ihould the battalions from 
New-Hampfliire to l^ew-Jerfey inclufivc be 
completed (a thing not to be exped:ed) we 
ihall^.after ijw wc^Sary detachments for the 
froatij^ ^Txd other pyjppofes are made, have 
an 9^y t>4reiy fufikient to keep the enemy 
in.cl^efiJi in New-^Yotrk, ^cept this is done, 
tljc^y ,wiU h^ye nothing to hinder, them from 
fiiPthcr reinforcements-to the fouthward ; and 
to be obliged to Jfollow^ by land jevcry detach- 
mcnt of their army, which they always make 
by fea, will only end in a fruitlefs diflipation 
of what may now be called the northern 
*rmy* You may be aflurcd that the itioft 
powerful diverfioh that can be made in favour 
ot the fouthern ftates, will be a rcfpe<5tablc 
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force in the neighbourhood of NewYork. 
I have hitherto been fpeaking of our own 
refources. Should a reinforcement arrive 
to the French fleet and army, the face of mat- 
ters may be entirely changed. 

Arms. I do not find that we cart, at any 
rate, have mbr6 than 2000 ftand of arms to 
fpare, perhaps not fo many. For fliould the 
battalions which are to compofe this array 
be compleat or nearly fo, they will take all 
that are in repair or repairable. The 2000 
ftanfd came in the Alliance from France, ani$ 
I have kept them apart for an exigency. . - 

Ammunition. Our ftock of ammuhitioji, 
though competent to the defenfiye,' is, by' 
a" late eftimate of the Commanding Officft 
of Artillery, vaftly Ihort of an offcnfive ope** 
ration of any confequence. Should circum- 
ftances put it in our power to attempt fuch an 
one, we muft depend upon the private niaga- 
zincs of the States, and upon our Allies. 
On the contrary, fhould the defenfive plan be 
determined upon, what ammunition can be 
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fpared, will be undoubtedly fent to the fouth- 
ward. 

Cloatbiftg^ Of cloathing we arc in a man- 
net exhaufted. We have not enough for the 
few recruits which may be expeded, and ex-i. 
cept that which has keen To long looked for 
and talked of from France fliould arrive, the 
troops muft, next winter, go naked unlefs 
their ftates can fupply them. 

From the foi-egoing reprefentation, you will 
perqeive that the proportion of the continental 
arniy, already allotted td fouthern fervicc^ 
is as touch as, from prefent appearances, caa 
. be fpired for that purpofe, and that a fupply 
bf arths; • ammunition, or cloathing of an;^ 
confequence riiuft depend, in a great meafure, 
updit future pxirchafes or importations. 

Nothing which is within the com{)afs 6^ 
tViY power ftiall be wanting to give fiipport td 
the foilthern ftates, but you may readily con- 
ceive how irkfomc a thing it muft \t to mc 

. , 2 ' 



to be called upon for afliftancc, when I hate 
not the means of affording it. 

1 am, wiib the great eft regard. 
Dear Sir, 
Tour meft ohedient and bumble Servant, 
G. WASHINGTON, 
HonTScnj, Harrifon, Efq. 



To Mr. Lund* Washington, at Mount 
Vernon, Virginia. 
t New Wind/or, Mattb 2$tb^ i^lj. 
Dear Lund^ 

SI N C E my laft your letter of the, 14th 
inft. is received. If Mr. Triplet has 
got as much land as he has given, and ym 
have paid him the cafti difference, widxz 
proper allowance for the depreciation fincc 
the bargain was made^ I am at a lofk to dif- 
<:over the ground of his ccmiplaint — and if 
men will complain without caufe, it is. a 
matter«f no great mi^ent. It alwayi; was, 
and. now is my wifh to do him juflice, add if 
there is any thing lackixig in it, delay not to 
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give full meafure of juftice^ becaufc I had ra- 
ther exceed than fell fhort. 

We have, heard nothing certain of the 
two fleets fince they left their rcfpeftivc 
ports. — We wait with impatient anxiety for 
advices from Chefapcake, and the fouthcrn 

army God fend they may be favourable te 

iis.-~A detachment from New- York has made 
two or three attempts ^to put to fea (for the 
purpofe, it is faid, of reinforcing either Ar- 
nold or Cornwallis)^ and as often return- 
ee}— ^My laft accounts from New- York, 
mention another attempt on the 25thj, but 
whether with truths or not> it is not in my i 

power to fay* — It was unfortunate— -but this 
I mention in confidence— that the French 
fleet and detachment did n^t undertake the 
cnterprizc they are now upon, when I firft 
propofed it to them. — The deftrucftion of • 

Arnold's corps would then have been inevi- 
table before the Briufli fleet could have been ^^ 
in 'a condition to put to fea. Inftead of this ^ 
the fmall fquadron, which took the Romu- 

ii 
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lus and other vcffels, was fent, and could not, 
as I foretold^ do any thing ^li^ithout a land 
force at Portfmouth. 

I am 

Your afFcSionatc friend and fcrvant, 

G. WASHINGTON. 



Exh^St of an intercepied letter f mm. General 
Wajfbington^ ta the Marquis de la Fayette^ : 
. dated New^lVindfor^ May 31/ 17&1I 

IN a letter which I wrote to Baron Steuben 
on the 16th inH. I defiredhim to inform 
you, as I did not know at that time where 
you might be, that i had good reafon to be- 
lieve a detachment of between 1500 and 
2000 men had failed from New- York a few 
days before : I now have it cqnfirmedi and I 
tiiink you may either look for them ia 
Chciapeakej, or further fouthward. 

Your determination to avoid an engage- 
ment with your prcfent force is certamly 



Judicious. I hope the Pennfylvanjaps have 
begun their march before this, but I h^ve no 
information of it. General \yaync has been 
preflfed, both by Congrefs and the Bpkrd of 
War, to ipakeasmuch expedition as poffible^ 
and extraordinary powers are given to hiip to, 
enable him to procure provifions. 



£xtra£i of a* private intercepted letter from 
.GemraL Wajhingtm to the Marquis de la. 
Fayette^ dated New^Windfor^ May 31, 1781. 

IHAVE juft returned froip Wcathers- 
, field, at H hi9h 1 cxpccfted to have xnctjthc 
C^qunt de Rochanibeau and Count de Barcas'; 
but the Britifli fleet having made its appear- 
ance oft Block Ifland, the Admiral did not. 
think it prudent to leave Newport* Count, 
I^ochambeauwasQply attended by Chex^her 
Chattelleux. Generals Kaox and DupQriail 
\it.it with me. 

Upon a full eonfideration bf our affairs int 
every point of view, an attempt upon New- 
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Ifofk, with its prcfcnt garrifon (which, hy 
cftimation, is reduced to 45cx> regular troop«> 
and about 3000 irregulars) was deemed pre- 
ferable to a fouthern operation, as we had not 
the command of the water. The rcafons 
whi^ induced fhis determination were^ the 
danger ta be apprehended from the approach- 
ing heatSj the inevitable didipation and lofs 
of men by fo long a march,, and the difllculty 
of tranfpoFtation ; but above all> it wasn 
thought that we had a tolerable profpcdl of 
expelling the enemy, or obliging them to 
withdraw part of their force from the fouth- 
ward, which laft would give the moft cfFe&ual 
relief to thofc ftates. The French troops 
are to march this way as fodn as certain cir-» 
cumftanqes will admit, leaving about 20a 
men at Providence with the heavy ftores, apd 
5Pd militia upon Rhode-Ifland to fecure the 
works^ ' 

I am endeavouring to prevail upon the 
States to fill up their battalions for the cam- 
paign, if they cannot do it upon better 
terms, and to fend in ample and regular fup- 
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plies erf provifions. Thus you pcrctivc it 
will be fome time before our plan can be 
ripe for execution, and that a failure on our 
part ia men and fuppliesmay defeat it ; but I 
am in hopes that the ftates in this quarter will 
-exert thcmfelves to attain what has long beea 
a favourite, and is an important objeA to 
thenx. 



Copy of an intercepted Utter from General JVaJh-^ 
ington to General Sullivan^ dated Head-^ar-- 
ters^ New^JVind/or^ May 29, i7Si, 

Dear Sjr, 

I. H A V E bqcn fkvoured with your two 
letters of the 2d and 17th of May, the 
: former reached me at Weathersfield after I 
had met the Count de Rochambeau at that 
place ; from which time to the prefent mo- 
ment, my whole attention has been fo. occu- 
pied by a variety of concerns, that I have 
been hitherto involuntarily prevented from 
doing myfelf the pleafure of writimg to you. 
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/ No argurhents were ncceltary to convince 
me of the great public utility, which would 
refult from the fiiccefs of the plan you pro- 
pofed laying before Congrefs, Had I been 
unapprized of the advantages which niight 
be derived to our cauft from a fuccefsful at- 
tempt, or even a powerful diverfit>n in that 
quarter, the reafons you have offered would 
have carried* irrefragable demonftration with 
thenn and induced me to be of your opinion. 
But the perplexed, diftreffed and eriibarrafled 
ftatc of our affairs on account ''of fupplies 
(with which you arc well acquainted) the 
languid efforts of the ftates to procure men, 
and the infuperablc difficulty in the way of 
tranfportation, wouldj I appipchciid, have 
rendered thefcheme (howevJ^I^ dcv<*iitly to be 
^iftied anddefiredj abortive in thfe firft iii-i 
ftancc. And I miift inform you^ there H yfefc 
Another obftacle, which inakes the attcmpi 
you have fuggefted uifoluiety impraSicdife; 
with the means you profpofc, but which I 
dart ndt commit to paper, for fear of the ihifi 
fortune, which has already happened to foiw- 
of my letters. 
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You AJ^^ill have fecn before the receipt of 
this, by my public letter to- Congrefs, of the 
:27th inft. the refult of the deliberations of 
the Count de Rochambeau and myfelf at 
Weathersficld. That plan, upon the matured 
confideration, and after* combining all the 
prefent circumftances and future profpeds, 
appeared (though precarious} far the nwft 
eligible of any we Could poflibly devife. The 
objed wa^ corntid^red to be of great magni- 
tude and more within our reach than any 
other. The weaknefs of the garrifon of 
New- York, the <:entrical pofition for draw- 
ing together men and fupplies, and th? fpur 
which an attempt againft that place would 
give to every exertion, were among the rea- 
ions wHich prompted to that undertaking, 
and which pronnrifed the faireft profped: of 
fuccefs, unlefs the enemy fliould recal a con- 
fiderable part of their force from the fouth- 
ward :* and even in that cafe, the fame mea- 
lurc which might produce difappointment in 
one quarter, would certainly in the event af- 
ford the greateft relief in another. 
A 2 



^ C 186 3 

While an opportunity prcfcnts itfelf of 
ftriking the enemy a fatal blow, I will pcr- 
fuade myfelf the concurring exertions of 
Congrefs, of the feveral dates immediately 
concerned, and of every individual in them, 
who is well affeded to our caufe, will be 
United in yielding every poflible aid on the 
occafion. At this crifis, while I rejoice at 
the appointment of the Minifter of Finance, 
I have fincerely to regret, that the Miniften 
of the other departments have not alfo been 
appointed, efpecially a Minifter of Wan 
At the fame time, I am happy to learn, the 
mode of promotion is on the point of being 
finally eftablifhed. 

With the higheft fentimcnts of regard and 
cfteem, I am, &c. 

(Signed) 

G. WASHINGTOl^ 
Hon. General Sullivan. 



.[187 ] 

The following di/patcbes were tranjnntted 
from General Wajhingtdn tt) the Cengrefs, 
by Col. ^ench Tilgbman, one of his Aids-^de^ 
Camp. 

Headquarters, near Tork, i^th 0£l. 1781. 

SIR, 

T HAVE the honour to inform Congrefs, that 
-*• a reduction of the Britifh army under the 
command of Lord Cornwallis, is moft hap- 
pily eifedled. The unremitted ardour which 
aftuated every officer, and foldier in the com- 
bined army on this occafion, has principally 
led to this important event, at an earlier pe- 
riod than my meft fanguine hopes had in- 
duced me to expeft.J 

The lingular fpirit of emulation which 
animated the whole army from the firft com- 
mencement of our operations, has filled my 
mind with the higheft plcafure and fatisfac- 
tion, And had given me the happieft prefages 
of fuccefs. 

On the 17th inft. a letter was received from 
Lord Cornwallis, propofing a meeting of 
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Commiflioncrs to confult on te^rms for the 
furrender of the pods of York and Glou- 
ceften This letter (thefirft that had paffcd 
between us) opened a correfpondencc. a copy 
of which I do myfelf the hpnour to inclofe; 
that correfpondence was followed by che de- 
finitive capitulation, which was iagreed to and 
ligned on the 19th, copy of whicli is here- 
with tranfmitted ; and which I hope will 
meet with the approbation of Congrefs. 

I fhould be wanting in the feelings of gra- 
titude, did I not mention on this occafion with 
the warmeft fenfe of acknowledgment, the 
very cheerful and able afliftancc which I have 
received in the courfc of our operations, 
from his Excellency the Count deRochambeau 
— Nothing could equal this zeal of our allies, 
but the imitating fpirit of the American offi- 
cers, whofe ardour would not fuffer their ex- 
ertions to be exceeded. 

The very uncommon degree of duty and 
fatigue, which the nature of the fervice re- 
quired from the officers of engineers and ar- 
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tillcry of both armies, obliges me particularly 
to mention the obligations I am under to 
the commanding and other officers of thofc 
corps. 

I wifh it was in my power to cxprcTs to 
Congrefs, how much I feel myfelf indebted 
to the Count de Graffe and the officers of the 
fleet under his command, for the diftinguifhed 
aid and fupport which has been aflfofded by 
them, between whom and the army, the moft 
happy concurrence of fentiments and views 
have fublifted^ and from whom every poffibk 
coroperation has been experienced^ whkh the 
moft harmonious intercourfe could affords 

Returns of the prifoners, ttiilitary ftores, 
ordnance, Ihipping, and other matters, I fhall 
do myf elf the honour to tranfmit to Congrefs 
as foon as they can be coUeAed by the heads of 
departments to which they belong. 

Col. Laurens, and the Vifcountde Noailles 
on the part of the combined arrty, were the 
gentlemen who aded as commiffioners for 
forming and fettling the terms of capitula- 



\ 
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tion and furrcndcr, herewith tranfmitted, to 
whom I am particularly obliged for their 
readinefs and attention exhibited on the oc- 
calion. 

Col. Tilghman, one of my Aids-de-Camp, 
will have the honour to deliver thefe difpatches 
to your Excellency ; he will be able to inform 
you of every minute circumftance which is 
not particularly mentioned in my letter. His 
me«ts,-^which are too well known to need 
any obfervations atrthis time, have gained my 
particular attention, and I could wifh.that 
they may be honoured by the notice of your 
Excellency and Congrefs. 

Your Excellency and Congrefs, will be 
pleafed to accept my congratulatiens on this 
happy event, and believe me to be, with the 
higheft rcfpedl and efteem. 

Sir, your Excellency s, 

Mofi obedient bumble Servants 
GEO. WASHINGTON. 

P. S. Though I am not poffefled of the 
particular returns, yet I have reafon to fup- 
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pofe that the number of prifoners^ will be 
between five and fix thoufand^ exclufivc of 
fcamen and others. 

His Excellency the' 
Pfefidcnt of Congrefs. 



No. L 

Tork, Firgittia, 051. 17, 1781. 

V SIR, 

J PROPOSE a ceffation of hoftilities for 
^ 24 hours, and that two officers may be ap- 
pointed by each fide to meet at Mr. Moore's 
houfe, to fettle terms for the furrender of the 
pofts of York and Glouccfter. 

/ have the honour to bi. Sir, 

Tour mofi obedient, ^ 

And humble Servant, 

CORNWALLIS- 

To his ExcelleiKy Gen. Wafliiri^ton, 
commanding the combined forces 
of France and America. 



I 
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No. II. 

Camp, before Tork, i^jtb OElober, 178 1. 
My Lord, 
ri A VE had the honour of receiving your 
^ Lordlhip*s letter of this date. 



An ardent dcfirc to fparc the further cffu- 
fion of blood will readily incline me to liftcn 
to fuch terms for the furrender of your pofts 
of York and Glouccfter as are admifliblc. 

I wifli previous to the meeting of Com- 
miffioners, that your Lordlhip's propofals in 
writing may be fent to the American lines ; 
for which purpofe a fufpenfion of hoftilities 
during two hours from the delivery of this 
letter will be granted. 

/ have the honour lo be. My Lord, 
Tour Lordjhip^s moji obedient. 

And moft humble Servant, 
G. WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency Gen. Earl 
Cornwallis, commanding : 
his Britannic Majefty's 
forces in York and Glou- 
ceftcr. 



■^l^liX^^^, 



I 



[ ^93 J 

No. in. 

Tork^ in Virginia^ half p aft 4, P^ M. 

i^tbO^ober, i^Si. 
S Ili, 
HxWE this moment been honoured with 
your Excellency's letter dated this day. 



The time limited for fending my anfwer 
will not admit of entering into the detail of 
articles. But the bal^s of my propofajs'will 
be, that the garrifons of Yorkand^Giouceftcr 
fliall be prifoners of war> with the cuflomary 
honours, and-for the conveniency of the indi- 
viduals which I have the honour to command, 
that the Britifti fhall be fent to Britain, and 
the Germans to Germany, under the en- 
gagement not to ferve ggainfl: France, Ameri- 
ca, or their allies, until releafed, or regularly 
exchanged. That all arms and public ftores 
fliall be delivered up to you, but that the 
ufual indulgence of fide arms to officers, and 
of retaining private property, fliall be grant- 
ed to officers and foldiers ; and that the inter- 
cft of feveral individuals in civil capacities, and 
connected with us, fliall be attended to. If 
B2 
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your Excellency thinks that a continuance of 
the fufpenfion of hoftilitics will be neceflary 
to tranfmit your anfwer, I (hall have na ob* 
jecflions to the hoHr that you propofe/ 
I have the honour to bCy Sir^ 
Tour moji obedient y 
And mofi humble Servants 

CORNWALLIS. 
His Excellency Gen. Waftiington, 
commanding, &c. 



No. IV. 

Head^^arters^ before Tork^ Off. 18^178 r . 
My Lord, 
Tn O avpid unneceflary , difcuflions and 
•^ delays, I (hall at once, in anfwer t^ 
your Lordfhip's letter of yeftcrday, de- 
clare the general bafis upon which a de- 
finitive treaty of cjipitulation muft take 
place. The garrifons of York and Glouceftcr, 
including the fean>en, as you propofed, will 
be received prifoners of war : The condition 
annexed, of fending the Britifh and German 
troops to the parts of Europe to which they 
rcfpeftively belong, is inadmiffible ; inftcad 
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ol this, they will be marched to fuch part« of 
the country as can moft conveniently pro- 
vide for their fubfiftence ; and the benevo- 
lent treatment of prifoners, which is inva- 
riably obfcrved by the Americans, will be ex- 
tended to them. The fame honours will be 
granted to the furrendering army, as were 
granted to the garrifon of Charlefton. 

The ihippingand boats in the two harbours, 
with all their guns, ftores,. tackling, furniture 
and apparel, fliall be delivered in their prefent 
ftate to* an officer of the navy appointed to 
takepoflcffion of thejn. ^ , 

The artillery, arms, accoutrements, mili- 
tary cheft, a»d public ftores of every deno- 
mination, fliall be dielivered, unimpaired to 
the heads, of departments t^ which they re-, 
fpcdivcly belong. 

The officer! will be indulged in retaining 
their fide arms, and the officers and foldiers 
may preferve their baggage and cfFeds ; with 
this refervc, that property taken in the coun- 
try will be reclaimed. 
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' With regard to the individuals in civil ca- 
pacities, whofe interefts your Lordihip wifties 
may be attended to, until they are more par- 
ticularly defcribed, nothing definitive can be 
fettled. I have to add, that I expedt the lick 
and wounded will be fuppUed with their 
own hofpital (lores, and be attended by Bri- 
tifti furgeons, particularly charged with the 
care of them. 

Your Lordfliip will be pleafed to fignify 
your determination, either to accept or rc- 
jc(5l the propofals now offered, in the courfe 
of two hours from the delivery of this letter, 
that Commilfioners may be appointed to digeft 
the articles of capitulation ; or a renewal of 
hoftilities may take place. - 

I have the honour to be^ my Lord^ 

Tour LordJIoip's tnojl obtfdient, £ffr. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

To Lieut. Gen. Earl Cornwallis, 

commanding, &c. 
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No. V. 
Tark^ in Virginia, lith 051. 178 1. 
SIR, 
T AGREE to open a treaty of capitulation, 
^ upon the bafis of the garrifons of York 
and Gloucefter, including feamen, being pri- , 
foners of war without annexing the condition 
of their being fent to Europe; but I cxpecl: 
to receive a compenfation in arranging the 
articles of capitulation for the furrender of 
York-Town in its prefent Hate of defence. 
I fhall in particular, defire that the Bonetta 
Hoop of w^ar may be left entirely at my .dif- 
pofal from the hour the capitulation is figned; 
to reteive an aid-de-camp to carry my dif- 
patches to Sir Henry Clinton, and fuch fol- 
diers as I may think proper to fend as paflcn- 
gers in her, to be manned with 50 men of her 
own crew, and to b^ permitted to fail with- 
out examination, when my difpatches arc 
ready; engaging on my part, that the fhip 
ftiall be brought back and delivered to you, 
if fhe efcapes the dangers of the fea ; that the 
crew and foldiers fent as paffengers Ihall be 



' C i^ ] 

accounted for in future exchanges as pri^ 
foners; that (he ftiall carry off no officer 
without your cohfcnt, nor public property of 
any kind : and I fhall likewife defire that the 
traders ^nd inhabitants may prcfcrvc their 
property, and that rioperfon may be piinifhed 
for having joined the Britifh troops. 

If you chufe to proceed Co negociation on 
theft grounds, I Ihall appoint twa field of- 
ficers of my army to meet two officers &om 
you, at any time and place that ydu thin^k pro- 
per, to digeft the articles of capitulation. 

I have the honour to be^ Sir, 

Tour moji ohedient 

And moJl bumble Servants 

CORNWALLIS. 

His Excellency Gen. Wafhington, 
commanding, &c. 

[Here followed the Articles of Capitulation 
Mgreed on betiiOeen the two Commanders.^ 
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Utter from General JVaJbingfon, to the Pre^ 

fident of Congrefsy dated 

Headquarters ^ nearXork, 05^, 37, I7«.r. 

SIR, 

T DO myfelf the honour to inclofe to your 

A Excellency copied of returns of pri- 

foners, artillery, arms, ordnance aad other 

(lores, furrcndered by the enemy in their 

ports of York and Gloucefter on the 19th 

inftant, ^hich were not compleatedat the 

-time of^ my difpatches, and but this moment 

handed t<> me: A draft of thefe pofts with 

the plan of attack and defence is herewith 

tranfmitted ; and twenty-four ftandards taken 

at the fame time, are ready to be laid before 

Congrefs. 

My prefent difpatches being important, 
I have committed to the care of Colonel 
Humphrey, oae of my aides-de-camp, whom, 
for his attention, fidelity and good, fervices, 
I beg leave to recommend to Congrefs and 
your Excellency. 

{Here followed a general return ofprifonerSy 
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Mr. RIVINGTON, 

THE following letter from Mr. Wajbington^ 
. to the Count de Graffe^ appeared in the Paris 
papers of the ^otb of November laft ; as I 
havefeen nofucb publication in any of the 
prints on this fide of the water ^ I fend you a 
tranflation of it for infertion in your Ga-- 
zette: 

I am, (^c. 

JVilliamJburg,^ept. 26, 1781. 

Jam unable to defcribc to your Excel- 
lency the painful anx4ety, under which I 
have laboured, lince the reception of the 
letter you did me the honour to write me of 
the 23d inftant. — The motions of the naval 
force under your command, which your Ex- 
cellency fays may poflibly happen, fincc the 
information communicated to you by the 
Baron de Clozen, obliges me to point out the 
confequences thit may follow, and warmly to 
urge a perfcverance in the plan agreed upon 
between us, permit me^ in the firft place, to 
repeat to your Excellency, that the attempt 
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upoii York, under the protedtioa of your 
fhipping, is as certain of faccefs, as a fupcripr ' 
force, a ad a fuperiority of meafures can render 
any military operation; that the duration of 
the fiegcmay be ex^c^lly afcertained ; and, th^t 
the capture of the Britifh army is a matter fo 
important in itfelf, and in its confequences> 
that it mud greatly tend to bring an end to 
the war, and put our allied armies in certain 
pofleflion of the mofl: ineftimable advan- 
tages. 

If your Excellency quits the Bay, an acccfs 
is open to relieve York, of which the enemy 
will inftantly avail themfelves. The confe- 
qucnces of this will be not only the difgrace 
of abandoning a defign on which are founded 
tile faircft hopes of the allied forces, after a 
prodigious expencc, fatigue> and exertion, but^ 
the prpliable difbanding of the whole army ; 
for the prefent feat of the war being fuch, as 
abfolutcly precludes the ufe. of waggon, from 
the great number of large rivers which in-^ 
terfeifl the country, there will be a total want 

C2 
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of pfovifions, unlefe this inconvcnicticc 
b remedied by water carriage. This province: 
has been» fo exhauftcd by the ravages of the 
enemy, ahd by thefupport already given toouF 
forces, that fubfiftence muft be dr»wn from a 
diftance, and that can be done only by a flecc 
fuperior in the Bay. 

I earneftfy beg yosat Excellency TfrouU 
confidcr, that if, by moving your fleet from 
the fftuation agreed on, we lofe the prefent op« 
portunity, we Ihall never hereafter have it in our 
power to ftrikc fo decifive a ftroke. Thar 
the Britilh^ will labour without intermiffion. 
to' fortify a place fa ufeful to their (hipping z 
and that then the period of an honourable 
peace will be farther diftant than ever.. 

The confidence I have in your ExceMency*ir 
manly fpirit and naval talents, leavers me not 
doubt that the confideration of the confer 
quences that muft follow your departure frarm 
the Bay, will determine you to: ufe all poffiblc: . 
means forthc^ood of the common caufe. Fronn 
the affurancfifcof the moft expert failors , I am< 
peitfuaded1j|a't your Excellency may take fucb 
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a'pofttion in the Bay, as to leave nothing to 
be apprehended from any attempt of the 
Englilh fleet, that this pofition will, at the 
fame time, facilitate the operations of the 
ficge, fecure the tranlportation of our provi- 
fions by water, and accelerate our approach- 
es, by lancing our heavy artillery and war- 
like n^ceffaries in York river, aJmoft clofe to 
<Hir trenches^ 

The force faid to have arrived under Admi- 
ral Digby, as the news comes from the Britilh 
themfelves, may not only be exaggerated, but, 
perhaps, abfolutely falfe ; but, fuppofing it 
to fee true, their whole force united cannot be 
fuch as to give them any hopes of fuccel^ in 
the attacking your fleet. If the pofition for 
yourihips to lie at an anchor, which we agreed 
upon, has fince appeared impradlicable^ there 
is ftill another mealure may be adopted, which 
though much inferior las to the fecurity ^nd 
facility it will give to our land operations, 
may flill be of advantage to our atiairs ; the 
meafures I mean ;s to cruize off the Bay, fo 
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as to keep the Capes always in fight, and W 
pre vent any Englilh vtffels getting in. What- 
ever plan you may adopt 1 am to prefs your 
Exccllen^ry to prefervc in the fcfeemc fo hap- 
pily concerted between us : but if you Ihould 
find infurmountable obftaclcs in the way, let 
me ultimately beg of you not to relinquifh the 
laft mentioned alternative of preventing all 
veflTels of the enemy entering the bay of 
Chefapeake. The Britifh Admiral may ma- 
noeuvre his fleet, and endeavour to draw ji^ou 
from the main objeA we have in view, but I 
can never believe that he will ferioufly wiflito 
bring on a general adion with the fleet, whoTe 
force, I will anfwer for it, is fuperior to the 
mofl: exaggerated accounts we have of theirs. 
Pafled experience has taught them not to 
hazard themfelves with equal numbers, and 
has drawn from them, unwillingly, the moft 
refpedful opinions of their enemy. Permit mc 
to add, that the abfence of your fleet from the 
bay may fruftrate our defign upon the gar- 
rifon at YorJc ; for in the prefent fituation of 
matters. Lord Cornwallis might evacuate 
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the place with the lofs of his artillery, bag- 
gage, and a few men, facxifices, which would 
be highly juftifiable from the defire of iaving 
the body of the army. 



The Marquis de la Fayette, who docs me 
the honour to carry this letter to your Excel- 
lency, will explain to you better th^n any 
other perfon or than I can do by letter, 
many particulars of our prefent pofition. 
Yodir Excellency is acquainted with his can- 
dour aikl talents, which entitle him to your 
confidence*. I have ordered him not to paft 
the Cape for fear of accident, in cafe you 
Ihould be at fea, if this be fo he will inclofc 
this difpatch i© a letter from himfelf. 

^ I have the honour to be &g. 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 
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Tbf following is a letter from his Excellenof 
General Wajhington^ to Sir Henry Clinton, 
on the fiibje£l of the murder of Captain 
Huddy. 

Head'-^arters, April 2\ft, 1782. 
SIR, 

TH E inclofed reprefcntation from the 
inhabitants of the county of Mon- 
mouth, with teftimonials to the faft (which 
can be corroborated by other unqueftionable 
evidence, will bring before your Excellency 
the moft wanton, cruel and unprecedented 
murder that ever difgraced the arms of a ci- 
vilized people. I fliall not, becaufe I con-^ 
ceive it altogether unneceflary, totroubleyour 
Excellency with any animadverlions upon 
this tranfadion. Candour obliges me to be 
explicit; to fave the innocent I demand the 
guilty. 

Captain Lippencut therefore, or the officer 

who commanded at the execution of Captain 

Huddy, muft be given up; or if that officer 

was of inferior rank to him, fo many of the 

perpetrators 05 will according to the tariff 



C ^7 3 

of exchange, be an equivalent. To do this 
will mark the juftice of your ExccUeJiicy's 
charafter. In failure of it> I ftiall hold my- 
fclf juftifiable, in the eye of God and >nmi^ 
for the nrieafure to which I ftiall rcfoi:t» 

I beg your Excellency to be perfuaded that 
it cannot be more difagreeable to you to be 
addrcfled in this language, than it is to me to 
offer it; but the fubje(5l requires franknefs 
and dccilion. 

I have to requeft your fpeedy determination 
as my refolution is fufpended but for your 
anfwer. 

/ have the honour to be^ £5?r. 



^he following from General Sir Henry Clinton^- 
wasfe7it in anfwer to the preceding letter. 

NetV'Tork, April 25, 178 2* 

SIR, ' - 

YOUR letter of the 21ft inft. with the 
inclofcd teftimonials, refpeding Cap- v 

tain Huddy's execution, was delivered to- ^ f 

me ycftcrday, ^ and though I am extremely * ^ 
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concerned for the caufe, I cannot conceal my 
furprife and difpleafure at the very impro- 
per language you have made ufc of, which 
you could not but befenfiblc was totally un- 
neceflary. 

The mildncfs of the Britilh government 
does not admit of ads of cruelty or perfe- 
cuting violence, and as they are notorioufly 
contrary to the tenor of my own condud and 
difpofition (having nev?r yet ftained my 
hands with innocent blood) I muft. claim die 
juftice of having it believed, that, if fuch 
have been committed by any perfons under 
my command, they could not have been war- 
ranted by my authority, nor can they ever 
have the fanftion of my approbation. My 
perfonal feelings tljierefore requires no fuch 
incitements to urge me to take every proper 
notice of the barbarous outrage againft hu- 
manity (which you have reprefented to me) 
the moment it came to my knowledge; and 
accordingly when Iheard of Captain Huddy's 
death (which was only four days before I re- 
ceived your letter,) I inftantly ordered aftri^ 
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enquiry to be made into all its circumftances, 
and (hall bring the perpetrators of it to an 
immediate trial. 

To facrifice innocence under the notion 
of preventing guilt, in place of fuppreffing 
would he adopting barbarity, and raifing it to 
the greateft heights Whereas if the viola- 
tors of the laws of war, are puniftied by the 
Generals under whofe power they ad:, the 
horrors, which thofe laws were formed to pre- 
vent, will be avoided, and every degree 
of humanity war is capable of, maintained. 

Could violations of humanity be juftified 
by examples, many from the parts where 
your power prevails, that exceed and proba- 
bly gave rife to this in queftion, could be 
produced. In hopq that the mode I mean to 
purfue, will be adapted by you, ^nd prevent 
aJl future enormities, 

I ren>ain, &c. 

(Signed) H. C. 

His Excellency Gen. Wafhington, 

D2 
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Ex trail of a letter fram bis Excellency Gevi^ 
ral Wajhington^ to Congrefs, dated Head 
garters. May lOi 1782. 

JUST as I am clofing thcfe difpatchcs^ 
a letter from Sir Guy Carleton is handed 
mc, covering fundry printed papers, a copy 
of which, with the papers, I have now the 
honour to enclofc to your Excellency, to- 
gether w^th a copy of my anfwer to him, and 
I flatter myfelf my condudt herein will be 
agreeable to* the wifhesof Congrefs.'^ 



Head ^uarf^rs, New-Tor k^ ^th May lySa- 

SIR, 

HAVING been appointed by hi* Majeffy 
to the command of the forces on the 
Atlantic ocean, and joined with Admiral Digby 
in the Commiffion of Peace, I find it proper 
in this manner to apprize your Excellency 
of my arrival at Ne w- Yo rk. 

The occafion. Sir, feems to render rfiis 
CDmmunication proper, bu|ttie circumftanccs 
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<rfrthc prcfcnt time render it alfo indifpcnfabic, 
as I find it juft to tranfmit herewith to your 
Excellency certain papers, from the perufal 
of which your Excellency will perceive what 
difpofitions prevail in the government and 
pcop^ of England towards thofe of America, 
and "wliat further effeds are likely to follow; 
if the like pkcific dilpofition Ihould prevail 
in this countfyi^^both my inclination , and 
duty will lead me"' to meet it with the moft 
zealous concurrence/ *;In all event*. Sir, it 
is with me to declare, that, if war muft pre- 
vail, I fliall endeavour to render its mifcries 
as light to the people of this coniinent as the 
•circumftalices of fuch a condition will poflibly 
permit. 



1 



I am much concerned to find that private 
and unauthorifed perfons have on both fides 
given way to thofe paflions which ought to 
have received the ftrongeft and moft effedtuai 
controul, and which have be^t ads of re- 
taliation, which, without proper preventions, 
iriay have an exlent equally calamitous and 
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dilhonourable to both parties, though, as it 
ihould feem more extenfivcly pernicious to 
the natives and fettlers of this country. 

How much' foever. Sir, we may differ in 
other rcfpeds, upon this one point we muft 
pcrfedtly concur, being alike interefted to 
prefervc the name of Engliflunen from re- 
proach, and individuals from experiencing 
fuch unneceffary evils, as can have no effed 
upon a general decifion ; every proper misa- 
fure which riiay tend to prevent thefe crimi- 
nal exceffes in individuals, I (hall ever be 
itady to embrace; and as an advance on my 
part, I have, as the firft adl of my command,, 
enlarged Mr. Livingfton, and have written 
to his father upon the fubjedl of fuch exceffes 
as have paffed in New-Jerfey, dcfiring his 
concurrence in fuch meafures, as, even under 
the conditions of war, the common interefts 
of humanity require. 

I am further to acquaint you Sir, that it was^ 
my intention to have fent this day a limilar 
letter of compliment to Congrefs, but am 
informed it is previoufly neceffary to obtain 
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a pairport from your Excellency, which I 
therefore hope to receive, if you have no ob- 
jection, for the paffage of Mr. Morgan 
to Philadelphia, for the above purpofe. 
/ have the honour to be^ 
With great eft refpe^^ 

Tour Excellency's moft obedient 
Humble Servant ^ 
(Signed) : GUY.CARLETON. 

His Excellency Gen. Wafhington. 



Headquarters ^ lOth May, 1782. 
SIR, 

I HAD the honour laft evening to receive 
your Excellency's letter of the 7th, with 
the feveral papers inclofed. 

Ever fince the commencement of this un- 
natural war, my condud has borne invariable 
teftimony againft thofe inhuman excefles 
which in too many inftances have marked its 
various progrefs. 

.With refped to a late tranfadion, to which 
I prefume your Excellency alludes, I have 
already exprefled my fixed refolution — a rc- 
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fclution formed on the mod mature delibe-^ 
ration, and from which I (hall not recede, 

I have tp infqrm your Excellency^ di^ 
your rcqueft of a paflport for Mr. Morgan to 
go to Philadelphia, M^ill be conveyed to Con- 
grcfs by the earljeft opportunity, and you 
may reft affured that I will embrace the firft 
monxcnt to communicate to you their dcter- 
tnination thereon. ' 

Many incOnveniencies and diforders having 
arifeh from an improper admiflion of flags at 
various pofts of the two armies, which have 
given rife to complaints on both fides ; to 
prevent abufes in future, and for the conve- 
nience of communication, I have concluded 
to receive all flags from within your lines at 
the poft of Dpbb's Ferry^ a^nd no wl\crc elfft. 
fo long a? the Head-Quarters, of the two ar- 
mies remain as at prefent. 

/ bav^ I be honour to he. 

Tour Excellency's fc?r. 
(Signed) G. WASHINGTON. 

His Excellency Sir Guy Carleton. 
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By the United States in Congrefs affemhled. 
May 14, 1782. 
npHE letter of the loth frp;n the Com- 
^ mander in Chief being read, incloling 
a copy of a letter to him from Sir (juy 
Carlcton, dated Head-Quarters, New-Vorkj^^^ 
May 7th, 17&Z. 

Refolved^ That the Commander in Chief 
be and hereby is directed to refufe the requeft 
of Sir Guy Carieton, of a paffpott for Mr. 
Morgan to bring difpatches to Philadelphia. 
Published by order of Congrefs. 
CH ARLES^ THOMPSON, Sec^ry. 



Head-^artets^June ^th, 17^2. 
SIR, 

BY a parole granted to two gentleriren, 
Meffrs. Aborri and Bowen, I p^rc^ive 
that your Excetlency has granted therfi pcrr- 
miflion to corfte to me with a reprefcntation 
of the fufFerings of the American naval-pri- 
foilers at New- York. "" 

As I have no agency on naval matters, this 
application t6 me is mad^ on mifta:keri 
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grounds — But curiofitjr leading mc to enquire 
into the nature and caufe of their fufferilig?, 
I am informed that the principal complaint 
is, that of their being crduded, cfpecially at 
this feafon, in great numbers on board of 
foul and infeftious prifon fhips, where difekfe 
and death are almoft inevitable. This cif- 
cumftance I am perfuaded needs only to be 
mentioned to your Excellency to obtain that 
jfedrefs which is in your power only to afFordj 
and which humanity To ftrongjy prdAiptst / 

If the fiSrtuwe of i^rkr. Sir, has thnowJ^JIt 
number of thefe miferable peojfiici 'Ihl^ fAi§ 
, '^ hands, I am certain your Ex'cellenCf*s fealiilg^ 
for fellow-itien, muft iiidijce you W pt&i^^ 
tion the (hips (if thcy«iuft be c6iiflii^ ^ 
board fliips) to their accommcfcteticfii?raici 
comfort, and not by crouding them together 
in a few, bring on diforders wjiich confign 
them by half dozens in a day to the grave. 

The foldiers of his Britannic Majeft^,^ pri-r 
foUers with us, were they (which mIgKt be. 
the cafe) to be equally crouded together in 






t!of6 andTronfined prifons, at this feafoft* 
Wou4d be cxpofed to ,eqiial lofs and mifery* 
/ k^ve the bqnaur i$ he^ Sir, 
. ^T(9Ht Excellency" is msfi obedient 

Humhle Servant, 
^Signed). GE(X WASHINGTONv 

His Excellency Rear-Admiral Pigby* 



l^et^O'-TorK J^ne S, 1782. 
St ft, 

MY feelings pr6m{)te<i itift to giant Meflrs» 
Aborn and Bolvcn permiflioil to wait 
'on year Excelleiicy to reprefent their mifcrn. 
able fituation* And if yt)ur Excelleiicy'^ 
feelings on this Recall oft are like ihine, you 
^ill not hefitate one moment relieving both 
the Britifti and Americans fuffering under 
tohfincment. 

/ have the honour to h^ 
. Tour Excellency's 

Very obedient Set'OAHU 
(Signed) R. DIGBY» 

His Excellency General Wafhington* . 

V E a 
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0/>y 0/ <a /^//w- yre» 5*> <?ay CarletiiiifiiSi 
Rear Admiral Dighy, to GerterdlWaflsk^, 
dated New-Torky Augujl 2, 1782. ff^ritten 
jncott/equence of direilionsfroni Englaadt.a»i 
ptUfli/hed at the requeft oft^i itAahU(ui^sff\ 
NeTo^Tork. 

SIR, > 

THE pacific difpofition oT the Parlkatft 
and people of England tow?f8filic! 
Thirteen Provinces, has already bcfen'^ 
municated to you, and the Refolutfoft^ di$Ae 
Houfe of Comriions of the tiTth VnitisMd 
laft, have been placed in your £xcd^!9Mf*s 
hands, and intimations given at dur^j^ftbc 
time, that further pacific meafures wtrciSkAj 
to follow. * Since which, until the prdcnt 
time, we have had no dircA communic^i:ttW 
from England : But a nuil is now amtcdi 
which brills us very important infonnat|^ 
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We are acquainted, Sir, by authority, tfcat 
negotiations for a general peace have alreadjr 
commenced at Paris ; and that Mn Grenviilc 
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15 invcflcd with full powers to treat with all 
i tte parties at wsm" ; and is aow at ?ari« in 
thc93u;cuition of his Gomi^iffion. 



Andwc arc further. Sir, made acquainted, 
that his Majcfty, in order to remove all oS-r 
ilaclcs to that peace which he fo ardently 
withes to relterfe, has commi^ndcd his minif- 
ters to dire<5VMr. GrenvillCj^ that the Indc- 
]lehdency of the Thirteen Provinces fhould 
l^prop^kd by him, irf the firft inftancc, in- 
ftead'of making it a conditipo of « general 
treaty j however not withojit the higheft con- 
ideiice, that the Loyalifts fliall be reftored to 
their poflT^flions, or a full compenfation made 
them -for whatever CQnflfcations may have 
taken place. 

With refpedt to Mr. Laurens, we are to 

^quaint you, that he has been enlarged, and 

diicharged from all engagements without 

any condition whatever ; after which he dc- 



clarcd of his own accord, that ht^tomBAmA^ 
Lord CbrawatKs z& freed Drom his pafiifitt 
Upon this point we arc to defice yoar Ex- 
cellency's fentimcnts^ or tboXe of Coiv 
grcis.. 

. We arc forthcr 3u:qpainted that tranfpom • 
have been prepared in England for tiJIlycy- 
ing all the American prifoners ta this country^ 
to be exchanged here ; and we arc dirciftw' 
to urge, by every conlidcratipn of humanity^ 
the moft (pccdy exchange;, a niipafurc iOi 
which, not only the comfortSj^ bbt^c'i^ltel 
of individuals are concerned* A propofil^ 
has already been made^ that (all exclia^i^.l^ 
men of the feme deferipticm being exhg^uf^) 
vfailor and fol^ier, Ihall be immediate;!; 
changed^ man for fnkn, . againft each 
with thi^ condition annexed^ that ycnir fe^^ 
(hall be at liberty to ferve ihc morheht:^ 
are exchanged^ and the foldicrs fo rec<fi 
by us fhall not ferve^ in or againft the Thi^^ 
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ISrcTKinces for oac year^iind from this prppo* , 
S^n wc do i^t now wilh^ to ]f ceedc. 

We bavttbebonoux to he^ 

TourlExcetleneys 

Mqft tibedient and mofi 

..^ _ / Humble Servants y 

7, ^S^igncd) GtJY CARLETON^ 

R.DIG5Y. 

His Excellency Gen. Walhington. 



Qi^^^'0V order from Congre/s rekqfingC^t^ 

Jy th« ynitcdSt^t;e? inXongr^fsaffcmblcd. 
b^-n ^^ - Noverdber 7, 1782. / 

/7\N die report of a Committee to whom 
V-/ was referred a letter of the 19th of 

X4gP^ fr^^^^^ ^^^^"^^^^ ^ ^" 

? port of a Committee thereon, ahd motion of 

¥ir, Wiliiamfon and Mr. Rutledge relative 

' tfereto, and alfo another letter of^the 25th of 

OAober from the Commander in Chief with 

a copy of a letter from the Count de 
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Vefgen»cs, dated the 29th day of Jiily laft, 
iiiteFodingfor Gapt. Afgiff. 

Refdvedi 
That ?hc Commander in Chief be difcdcd, 
and he i$ hereby dire<^d to fct Capt, Afgillat 

liberty. 

CHARLE;S THOMPS0N»^^fV>. ' 



Cofy^» Utter from General fTaJbingftk, t* 
Capt. Afgilh (overing tke A^ove Rejolve. 

Head-Barters, i^th Nitveminii 

SIR, ^• 

IT afford* me Angular plcafui** W-hWreiit 
in my power to tranfmit ytrti tbt^fti- 
ctefcd copy of an aft of Congrefs ^'•^M 
7th inft. by nfhich.you are releafed fro«n ll(c 
^6grec;able circumftariccs in which jro|Jtli*?e 
fo kwng been. Suppofing yoti would *ift 
t9 go into New- York as foonas poiEble; I 
^9 incloft a paffport for that pufpofe: " -'^ 

Your letter of the i8th of Oa»bfer, can^c 
rcguhtrly to my hands, I beg you to believe 
that my not anfwcringit fboncrdid not pre- 
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cecd frptn inattention to you, or ^ waijt of 
feeling for your fittiation, I xiaily expefted a 
determination of your cafe, and I thought it 
better to await that, than to fe^d you wiili 
hopes that might in the end prove fruitlef^. 
You wijl attribute ,my detention of the in- 
cloied letters, which have been in m^ hands 
^bout a fortnight, . to the fame Caufe. 

I cannot take leave 6f you. Sir, without 
aflaring ydu* that ia whatever light my agency 
In this unpleafing affair may be rcc^yc4» I 
iiever was influenced throu^. the whote fii 
iliby'&ngvihary motives, but by ii^hit I coii- 
*€eivcd a feajfe of my duty,, which loudly 
>^1^ upon me to take mieafurcs, however 
dilagficeablr, to prevent a repetit;iim bf thofc 
cwonmtics which Imvc been the fybjed: of 
difcoffipn, and that this importantend is likely 
to be anfwered without the effufioa of the 
blood of an innocent p^fbn, is not a greater 
i^i^ toyou; than it is to Sii, 

And bumble Sitvant^ 
(Signed) C- WASHINGTON, 



Tbf following are exttaSls of ktters, Tvhich 
papd hemeen bis Ex ctlleficy General li^s^^ 
ingUH and Sir Gtiy CatlefoHk 



txtfdStf d letter fr^rh bis Exvellency Genetd! 
IVa/bington to Sit Quy'^Gafleton^ dated 

tieai^^arters.Sept. t, 1782. 

I CANNOT help remarking^ that ydur Exc^ 
lency has Icveral times Utely taken occaiion 
to mention that^U hoftiiitiesftandTufpebd^ 
dn your part-«.-I m\!lll confefs that to xncL t^ 
exprefHon wants explanation : I can have , 90 
conception of a fufpenfl^n of hoftUkicst j^ 
that which arifes from a m\itu^l s^eemeiK^ 
the powers at. war, and whieh extends to t$^ 
val as well as land operations.— ^That jronf 
Excellency has tiiought proper, on your pait, 
to make a partial fufpeftfion/ may be admit' 
ted ; but whether this has been owin^ to p<di^ 
tical or other motives is not for rtic to de- 
cide, it is however, a well known faiStj Jthat 
at the fame time the Britifli crullers on 1^ 
coaft have been more than ufuaHy alert ; and 
while Americans are admitted to underftaad 
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t)itlr real intercft, it will be difficult for them, 
\vhcn afufpenfion of hoftilities is fpokcn of, 
lo feparate th^idea of its extending to fca as 
well as land. 

I cannot afcribe the inroads of favagcs 
tifSronbur north- v^eftem frontiers tothecaufcs 
from whtincc your Excellency fuppofes them 
to originate; n€itl%ercan I aljow that they arc 
committed without dircdions from the Com- 
inandcr in Chief in Canada ; for by prifonet* 

^nd'dcferters,, it'is apparent, that thofe ra- 
vaging parties are compofed of white troops 
titader the command of officers regularly com- 

^^fltoncd/as well as favagesj and it would 
Ijc a folecifm to fuppofe, that fuch parties 
could be out without the knowledge of their 
Commander in Chief.'* 



#■ , ^ — r-' — — ; • 

Extras of a Utterfr^m Sir Guy Carle tm to bis 

Excellency^ General IVqfhington^ dated Netv^^ 

' Itorky September ib.i I'-jil^ 

T>ARTI AL thc^gh our fufpenlion of hdftili- 

; ^ ties may be called* I thought it fuflicient 

t^ have prevented thofe cruelties i,nthc Jerfies 

F2 
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(avowed) which I have had occafion to mcfi-* 
tion more than once. But if war was the 
choice, I never expeded this fufpcnfion 
Ihould operate farther than induce them to 
carry it on as is pracftifcd by men of liberal 
^ minds. I am clearly of opinion with your 
^xcellency^ that mutual agreement is neccf- 
fary for a fufpeniion of hollilities ; and that 
without this mutual agreement, either party 
i3 free to id as each may judge expedient ; 
yet I mtift at the lame time frankly deckre; io 
yoUi that being no longer aWe to difcern the 
objecS we contend for, I difapprovc of all hof-» 
tBities, both by hind and fea, as they 0^ 
tend tQ multiply the miferies of individiwls, 
when the public can reap no advantage \>j 
fucccfs. 

As to the favages, I have the beft afllir* 
ances, that from a certain period not very long 
after my arrival here, no parties of Indians 
were fent out, and that meflengers were dif- 
patched to recal thofc who had gone forth 
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befbre that time; and I have particular aflur- 
ances.of difapprbbation of all that happened 
to the party on the fide of Sandufky, except 
fo far as was neceflary for felf defence. '• 



Philadelphia, April a, 1 7 S3. 

Tbs Proceedings of the Federal Army near New- 
Wind/or, to obtain the Redrefs of their Griev^ 
antes. ' ■ 

SOMETIME in December laft, the army 
came to a ferious determination to ad- 
drefs Congrefs upon the fubjedt of their 
grievances, which had been almoft intoler- 
able.. A memorial was drawn up and agreed 
to, by a committee of the army„ in which 
their wilhes are thus dated, 

' •* i.Prefentpay. 

•* 2. A fettlement of account of the ^ ar- 
rearages of pay, and fecurity for what is due,: 

^'3. A conamutation of the half-pay al- 
lowed by different Rcfolutions of Congrefs 
for an equivalent in grofs.. 



'••4. A fcttlcmcnt of the acccmnt «f defi«^* 
ctencics of rations and coRipeniations. 

"5. A fettlcmcnt of the accounts of de- 
ficiencies of cloathing andcompenfation.** 

Major-Gencral M^Dougal, and two Field- 
Officers, were appointed to lay this Memorial 
before Congrefs, and make report to the army 
of their proceedings as foon aspoflible. Af- 
ter nearly two months attendance, a letter 
was received from the Commiflibners, inform- 
ing the army that *' nothing of moment ha4 
yet been decided for them."* ■ ' 

Upon this came forth the fummons (No. i*\ 
jsurcompanied by the firft addrefs (No. 2. J 
After this fketch the papers which follow 
will explain themfelves. 

( No. I. ). 
A meeting of the General and Field-Offi- 
cers is requefted on Tuefday next, at teo 
o'clock, at the Public Building. A com- 
miflioned officer fpom each company, and 
proper reprefentation front the Staff is ex- 
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pe<5ted^ It is 'the objcft tff this convention^ 
to confider the late letters from our Com- 
miifioners now in Phil^elphia^ and whatfar^ 
ther meafures (if any) fhould be adopted to 
obtain rcdrefs. which they feem to have foJi- 
citcdinvain. 



( No. 2. ) 
TO THE OFFICERS OF THE ARMY. 

Gentlemen, 

A FELLOW foldier, whofc intcrtft and 
afFe^ions bind JKim ftrongly to you, 
whof e paft fufFerings has been as great, and 
whofe future fortunes may be as defperate as 
yours — ^ould beg lea,ve to addrels you. 

Age has its claimi, and rank is not without 
its prctenlions to advife, but though unfup- 
ported by both, he flatters himfelf, that the 
plain language of fincerity and experience^ 
will neither be unheard nor unregarded. 

Like many of you, he loved private life, 
and left it with regret. He left it,- deter- 
mined to retire from the field, with the ne- 
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ccffity that called him to it, and not tiH thai*--fi; 
not till the enemies of his country^ the flaves, 
of power> and the hirelings of injuftiojf, 
were compelled to abandon their fch^tpff, 
and acknowledge .America as. terrible m, 
arms as fhe had been humble in remonflranc% 
With this objccft in view, Jie has long fhared 
in your toils, and mingled in your dangers. 
He has felt the cold hand of poverty without 
a murmur, and has lecn the growing infolence 
of wealth without a figh.-~But> too much 
under the dirc^ioh of his wifhes, aftd (bn^* 
thncs weak enough to make defire for oplnioi^ 
he has till lately—- -very'lately believd! In tl^ 
juftice of his country. He hopied that as 'tfife! 
clouds of adverfity fcattcrcd, and as the ftia^ * 
i^ine of, peace and b€tJ;jpr foruuine hipk^ 4fl 
upon ys, the co^inefs and fc^verity of g^v^fiih: 
iBe»t woplij relax, and th«, mort than juftififc, 
that gratitude would bla^p f^rth ^pon tlw&. 
hands, which had upheld her in t^c darkjif^ 
ftages of her pai^Tage, from impending fervi-, 
tude t-o acknowledged indepemlence. &2t 
faith 'has its limits as M^U as temper^ usS^* 
there are points beyond which, neither ca^i 



^ 
't 



Jfe ftretchcd, without finking into cowvdicc^ 
0t plunging into credulity.. ' This, my friends, 
I conceive to be your fituation- Hurried to 
the very verge 'of both, ^notheu ftep would 
ruin you forever. To be tan^e and urtpu^o- 
.Ydkcd when 'injuries prefs hard upon you, 
is itK>rt than weaknefs ; but to look up for 
kinder ufage, without one manly effort of 
your own, would fix your charaAer, and fhew 
the world hcrw richly you deferve thofe chains 
you broke. To guard againft this evil^ let 
us take a view of the groutbd upon which wje 
now ftai^, and thence carry our thoughts ^ 
forward for a nuHneitt, into the unexplored 
field of expedient* 

After a purfuit of feveri years, the objed 
for which you fet out is at length brought 
within your reach. Yes, my friends, that 
fuffering courage of yours, %'as aftivc once; 
it has conduced •the United States of Ame- 
rica through a doubtful and bloody war. 
It has placed her in the chaijr of independency, 
and peace returns again to blefs — Whom ? 
A ^country courting y«ur return to private 



Ilfe^ with tears of gratitude^ and fmilci ef wl^ 

miration. Longing to divide whh you thit 

Independency which your gallantry has giveo^ 

and thofe riches which your wounds hmt 

prefcrved } Is this the cafe ? Or is it rathcfi^^t 

country that tramples upon your rights^ i)i£b 

tiains your cries, and infuks your diftrcffet^? 

Have you not, more than^once, iuggofted 

your wilhes, and made fcnown your wea^i^ 

Congrcfs? Wants and wilhcs which- gna*- 

Cude and pcdicy Should have anticipated^«4p^ 

ther than evade(3i; And have you not h^^ 

^ in the meek language of entreating mepv^ 

rials, bilged from their juftice, wb»t..Tp0 

could no longer exped from their hy^nffjs^ 

How have you been anfwcrcd ? Let the ks^ 

ter which you arc called to confider to-mot«if ' 

make the reply/ ' ^ ' *'■ 

If this then be your treatmcijt, whi{eM||fc 
fwords you wear are nccefliry for tiie dcBKN9^ 
of America, what have you to expcA {uit^ 
peace when your voice (hall iink^ and.foar 
ftrength diffipate by divifiim? When ths^ 
very fiords, the inftrumcnts and compth 
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idlbns df youi- gloiy, flaall be taken from 
ydur fides, and no remaining mark of mili- 
tary diftindtions be l,cft, but your marks, in- 
firmities and fears ? Can you then confent to 
ifee thcjonly fufterers by thh revolution, an(J 
raring from the field, grow e)ld*in poverty/ 
wrctchednefs and contempt ? Can you coii- 
ferit to wade through the vilenefs of depen- 
dency, and owe the miferable remains of life 
t© chgrity, which has hitherto been fpent in 
toiburl-^-If yoi| can — igo — and catry wkh 
yotr the jcft of torie^, and the (corn of whigs ; 
the ridicule, and what is worfe, the pity of the 
*plid- Op, ftarve, and be forgotten! But if 
yopr fpwit flK>uid revoJf at tbis; if you havft^ 
fi§afe enough JTf difcever^andfpiritfpfficient 
^9 C)ppofc tyr^fltny, wb;gitevcr ^arb it may af- 
fuinc^ whcjtbcT 4t be thp plain coat of rcr 
puUicaaifinji or the iplendid robe of royalty ; 
af.yiouii^ayp j[c^ Iciirnc^ to 4ii3crii|iinate be- 
tween a pecjJilr and ,a oiufc-; between liicn 
a»d principle*- — aw^kc-^-fatt<fi*d tg yoiw fijii- 
t^n^amJ i?edre£« yawrfelv^s. If the prcfent 
«PDjjicnt be loft^ every ^future effort is in yain i 
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and your threats then win be tis enkptf i» 
your entreaties iioUr* 

} would advifc. you therefore, to con^c t# 
fome final opinion^ upon wliat you can hear, 
and what you will fufFen If your detefojjb* 
nation be in any proportion to your wroi^i . 
carry your appeal from the juftice to ^j^c 
fears of government* Change the milk aad 
water flyle of your memorials^ aflUmc a 
bolder tone ; decent, but lively, fptriCcd^ aid 
determined ; and fufpcd the man who wnld 
advife*to more moderation^ or loiter iarhctr- 
ance. Let two or three men whp can^|pel 
as well as write, be appointed to dn:% ii]p 
your late remonftrancc; for I wou1d.,W> 
longer give it the foothing, foft,f un^u^figB^ 

ful epithet of memorial ^-Lct it repwfait 

in language that wilt neither diffaonouflc y^ 
by its rudenefs/nor betray you by its t/Sm, 
what has been prbmiifed by Congrcfsj Hid 
what has been pcrfiDrmedj how long »nd 
kow patiently you have fuiftred— Jiow tittle 
you have alked ; and how mudi, of. that littfe 
has been denied. Tell them that, thoit|^ 
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IPCMi' vmtth^ firft, and woirkl wifh to be the 
bft to encounter danger: that though (^c- 
ipair itfelf can never drive you into diftionour, ^ 
it may drive you from the* field:; tjiat the 
wound often irritated, and nevcx healed, may^ 
at length become incurable— and that the 
flSghteft Aiarfc of indignity from Congrefs 
now, rauft operate li?kc lilt gr^ve, and part you 
fg^^rcveW- «ithat inany political cvent^the army 
h^ its alteriKitive* If peace^ that nothi^ig 
!AlEall fepirate y^au £rOi^ your arm& but d^th» 
' If war, timt courting the aufpices^ and inviting 
thi diredricm of your illiriti?ious leader^ yoa 
MiW retire to ibme yet imfettled country^ 
fciijc in your -tuniy. and ^^mock when their 
<ear cometli' on J '^ But: let ip- jreprefent alfo», 
tfei^ (hould they comply^ wit|i the requefbof 
'Sjrtftir late xnemoriidSj it -wokld. make you 
^ote hapj^j jmd them mc«c^rleipe(ftable.- — 
.That while the war fhould Continue, yoii 
iwould^ follow their ftandard to the li<\ld,; and 
'fhac wheai^^it came.to an end, you would^ith-- 
draw into the fliade of private • life, and give 
«^the'worid another fubjed of \vGnder and ap- 



vWoricus^ over itjilf. . . ., 

' . . f No. 3. } . 
GENERAL ORPEItS. ..., 
HeAd^^Marten^ Mank.ti% i^^Tk *^ 
^X^HE Comitiaiider ite Chief having i^^^ 
^ that a geneiftl sntiiiing 0f die ofi^eeia 
•f ckeaMTf was pfd{jofcd[ to belaid thUda^ 
acxh^ New BnUding^ on»an iumiqripolis jpilp^i* 
¥ hi^b u^as circulated yeften^h^ by fome tHM 
known pevfon^ coMreh^^j^ ajui^i^ 1|€ j» 
fully jpeF&tdcd ^ tbf ge6d ^iQHl^^^ 
ofikers w<{>iild induce daemtO pty.^ffiy liotp 
attention to fuck.ai\ ilarig^iarm9llf«tj6il^.|ki^ 
duty aa weiL as tbi. i:c{).ttatrQa ^ aiid. ^^^Hfih 
tc£eft of the a^y^ ^equtvf hiK . 4(iaf]^4illr\ 
lion of fuch difOfdealy.piilc«fidiilfSii , At €»; 
fame tiine> he re^ucift9 tbt (peieiul ami Fijjtf 
OSicers^ with one ofiBcer from eaeli C<3mffif^ 
and a proper reprefentstion of M^^ %ff <i^ 
the army, will affemWe at 12 ^'cjlocjk, an;, %» 
turday ncxt^ at the New Buildiflg^ to ,lft^, 
the report of the committee frcwi thcanny tf^C 
Congrefs — ^Afier mature deliberation^ (hey. 



fiH dc^ift vthae ikrdier m^iorei otig^t to bt 
adopted as moft rational and bed calculated 
toattain thejuftahd important obje(5£ in view* 
tKc fehior o&ttx in rank prefent \(^i}l bt 
pltafed to pvefide^ and tcport the refult <^ 
their del^eradom to <he/ Gomndtiid^ in 
Chief. ^ 

( No. 4. ) . . / 

Aiinfs t9t the Officers of the army^ dated the 

I2tb 0/ Marcbyfji^* 

* Gentlemen^ ^ 

^IpHE shrtlbr of a late addrcfs, stnxiow tir 

* dcferve, though he flloutd fiul to cit-1 
gage^ your eftcem i and, determined at every 
Tiik> to unfold your ^uty and difcharge Ki^ 
d^n^ would beg the farther indulgence of 4 
ftW thbmefits attention. Aware of the coy- 
,litfs with which his lait letter wotild be rel 
ceived,"he felt fiitnfelf neither difappointed 
fter deceived with the caution it has met.. 
He well knew that it fpoke a language whkh> 
till n(yt6, had been heard but in whifpers, and 
tfiat hr contained fome fcntiments which con* 
fidence itftlf would have breathed with dif- 
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truft. Bur their liyfti have Bfeenr (fiwtji- iMl 
their obferv^ttion impe^fec^ iiideedj'ii^'h^ laMt, 
yiit to karn, that alarms have beta'falfe *; ttMi 
the beft defigi^s hive efteni been nobUgpcd to 
tflUmethe vorft alped; ^uid thai^ fy^oi* t 
moiis^as fxixpnzc and difafter may beio mUi^ 
tary phrafc, they convey in moral and'|^olt^ 
tical meaning, ideas as different as thcjf" ite ^ 
diftind. 

Sufpicion^ deteilabTe \$ it is in privaur 
life, is the Idvelleft trait of pontical chaiac* 
tcr. It prompts you to encjuiry^' bars«^ 
door againll defign, and opens every fivtg^ 
to trut^. It was the .firft to oppofe a tyia&t 
Jiere, and ftill ftands centinci oyer the hbcr* 
ties of America. With this belief it would 
ill become me,, to ftifle the voice pf .^ 
gi^ardiM ; a guardian, who authorifed by .qr- 
cumfVance digefted into proofs, ha4 hd^elf 
given birth ta the addrefs you have cp^d^ 
and now goes forth amongfl you with a ic- 
qucft to aH, that it may treat you. fairly ;."that 
.it may be confidcred befoie it be abufed,. and 
condemned before it be tortured; con- 
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«ppjcar, that apathjf iifelf will grow varm in ' 

^c puxfuit, ahd though it may be. th^ laft to 
' :ftdopt'heradviQ€^ it will hcxhc JSrft to, z£t vpog. 

* " - » ' 

The genex^ or(Jer 9f ycfterday, which the 
:^'ea[k may raiftake for difapprobation^ and 
thed/2%ningdarctoreprcfent as fuch, wears, /_ 

in my opinion, a very different complexion, 
and carries in it 4 very dangerous tendency. 
Till now, the. Commander in Chief has re- 
garded the fteps'you have talcen for redrefs 
wit*h good willies alone* His official fileuce 
lias authorifed your meetings, and his- pri- 
vate opinions fandified your claims* Had 
feedifliked the objedl in view, would not tbe 
iamefenfcof duty whick forbade you from 
meeting on the third and fevcnth ? Is not the 
fame fubjed held up for y^ur difcuflioh ? and 
hajs it not paflTed the feal of office, and taken 
all the folemnity of ah order? This will give 
jfyftcm to your proceedings, and ftability to 
your refolves. It will ripen fpeculation into 
fa<^; and; ^nd while it adds td the unani- 
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mxjt it cannot \cfkn the independaiCf «||f. 
your fentimcnts. It may lot ncqcffiiry toa^ 
upon thig fubjcd, diat, from the injun<^io« 
with which the general ^ers clofc, cv«y 
man is at liberty to conclude, that thir^ 
rqx>rt to be ipadc to Head-Quarters is in- 
tended for Congrcfs. Hence will arifc an- 
other motive fortha,t energy which has bee? 
recommended: For, can you give th^ lie to the ; 
pathetic dcfcriptions of your reprefentativ^^ 
or the more alarming predidions of youp. 
friencfs? To fuch as make a want of ligOife. 
ture an objedion to opinions, I rep|y, t|^^, 
it nutters very little who is the author orf idHiif^. 
timents which grow Out of feelings, and q^ 
ply to your wants > that in this inrtancc, d^ 
fidence fuggeftcd what, experience enjo^iyj^ 
and that while I move on the high road of ^i^ 
gumcnt and advice, which is open to ajlj^-i 
Ihall remain the fole confident of my ^vai 
fecret. But, Ihould the time come, whcii4f^. 
ftiall be neccflary to depart from the genei;^^ 
line, and hold up any individual amongft j^jjt,. 
asanobjeft of the reflntment pr 4:Qntcm|it . 
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<^ titc reft, I thus publicly pledge my ho- 
nour as a foldier, and my veracity as a man, 
sthat I then will alTume a yiiible exift^nce, and 
give my name to the army, with as little re- 
fcrY€ as I now give my opinions. 



( No,s. ) 
Cantonment, 15th March, 1783* 

AGREEABLE to the general order of, 
the I ith inft. the Officers of the Ame- 
rican arijiy being convened, his Excelkncy 
the Commander in Chief, was pleafed to open 
meeting with the following addrefs to them 
ori the/ubjed of thciir being called together ; 
xwhichu with feme other papers was left for 
liifc confideration of the Aflfcmbly, the Hon. 
ISfcjor General Gates being Prefident, as the 
Senior officer ^refent, 

' Gentlemen, 

BY an anonymous fummons, an attempt 
ha$ been made to convene you together. 
How incoftfillent with the rules of propriety, 
aii(J how fubverfive of all order and difci- 
plinci let the good fenfe of the army judge ! 
H 2 
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"In the moment oF this fummons, another 
anonymous produdlion was put into circula- 
tion, addrefled, more to the feelings and paf- 
fidns than to the r^fon and judgment of the 
army. The author of the piece is entitled to 
much credit for 'the goodnefs ^f his pcrij, 
and I could wiih he had as rtiuch credit for the 
redlitude of hk heart; for, as men, fee 
through difficulties; and are induced by ti^ 
refleding faculties of the mind, to ufe 3i£. 
fcrent means to attain the fanne end, the ao^ 
thor of the piece fhould have had mord 
charity than to mark for fui^icion, the 1^;w* 
who fhould re<:ommeAd moderation tnd 
longer forbearance, or in Other words,* wSo 
fliould not think as he thinks^ and aA ai fcd 
adyife$. But he had another plan in' vie^J- 
in which candour and liberality of fendmcnt^ 
regard to juftice and love of country haw no 
part ; and he was right to infinuate the daffcdl 
fufpicions to efFedt the blackeft deifigiiji^ 
That the addrefs is drawn with great art i 
that it is intended to anfwcTthe moft infidio^f 
purpofes ; that it is intended to imprefs.the 
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mind with an idea of premeditated injuflkc 
to the fovereign power of the United States, 
atnd roufe all thofc , rcfentments which mull 
unavoidably flow from fuch a belief; that 
tjie firft mover of this fchcme, whoever he 
mky be,, intended to take advantage of the 
paffions^ while they were warmed with the 
recolk<5l:ion of pad diftrefles, without giving 
time for cool, deliberate thinking, and that 
Gompofurc of mind which is neceflary to give^^ 
dignity and liability to me^fures, is rendered, 
too obvious^ by the mode of conducing the 
bufinefs, to need other proof than a reference 
to the proceeding- 

Thus much,. GentFemcn,,! have thought it 
incumbent on me to obferve to you, to lliew 
upon what principles I oppofed the hafty,. 
irtegular nleeting which wa,s propofed to 
be held on Tuefday laft, and i;ct becaufc I 
wanted a difpolition to give you every cp- 
portunity, conliftcnt with your own honour,, 
and the dignity of the army to make knovviv 
your grievances. If my conducb herctoiore,. 
has not evinced to youy that I have been a 
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faithful friend td'thc^army, my declarackm cf 
it at this time would be equally unavailing 
and improper. But as I was among the firfr 
who embarked in the caufe of our common 
country, as I have never left your fide one 
moment, but when called from you on public 
duty ; as I have been the conftant eompi- 
nion and witnefs, of your diftreffcs, and nbt 
among the laft to feel and acknowledge yotir 
merits; as I have ever cohfidered my dwn 
military reputation as infeparably cbnnede^ 
with that of the army; and my heart has ever 
expanded with joy, when I heard its praifcsiv 
and my indignation has rifen, when the moiith 
of detraction has been opened againft it^ it 
can fcarcely be fuppofed at this laft ftageof 
the war, that I am indifferent to its intcreffs. 
5ut how are thc^ to be promoted ? The way 
is plnin^ fays the anonymous addreffer. '^ If 
war continues, remove into the* unftttlcd 
country, there eftablilh ycurfelves, and leave 
an ungrateful country to defend* itfeif.** Btit 
whom are they to defend? Our wives, otir 
children, knd our farms, and other property 
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which we have left behind us ? Or in this 
ftate of hoftile fcparation, are w'e to take the 
two firft (the latter cannot he. removed) to 
perifh in a wildernefs with hunger, cold, and 
nakednefs ? if peace takes place, '* never 
Iheath your fwords*' fay;5 he, ^' until you have 
obtained full and ample juftice." This 
dreadful alternative of either defcrting our 
country in the extrcmeft hour of ;her diftref^, 
or turning our arms agaift it, which is the ap- 
parent obj eft, unlefs Congrefs can be com- 
pelled into inftant compliance, has lomcthing 
Sc> Ihocking in it, that humanity revolts at the 
idea. My God^ what can this, writer have in 
view, by recommending fuch meafuret? Can 
he be a friend to the army? Can he be a 
friend to the country ? Rather is »he not an 
infidious foe ? Some emiflary, perhaps, from 
New-York, plotting the ruin of both, by 
fowing the feeds of difcord and feparation 
between the civil and military powers of the 
continent ? And what a coynpliment does he 
pay to our underftandings, when he reconi- 
mcnds mcafOres, in either alternative, im- 
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pracT^icablein thdr nature ? But, here Gentle- 
men, 1 M;i11 drop the curtain, becaufeit would 
be as imprudent in me to alTign my reafons. 
Icr this opinion, as it would be infulting to 
)Lur conception, to fuppofc you flood in 
need of them. A moment's refledlion wilj ' 
convince every difpadionate mind of the . 
phyfical impoflibility of carrying either pro- 
ject into execution. There might. Gentle- 
men, be an impropriety in my taking notice, 
in this ^ddrefs to you, of an anonymous pro- 
dudion; but the manner in which this per- 
formance has been introduced to the anny^ 
the effe(5l it was intended to have, togetjwr* 
with Ibme other circumftances, will am|)ly, 
juftify my obferyations upon the tendency Q? 
that writing. • 

With refpe<5l to the advice given by the 
author, to fufpcd: the man who fliall re- 
commend ^loderation and longer forbearance,, 
I fpurn it, as^ every man regards that liberty 
and reveres the juftice for which we contend, 
undoubtedly muft ; for, if men arc to bcpre- 
filudcd from offering- their, fcntirhents on a 
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matter which may iavolve the confidcratipa 
of mankind^ rcafon is of lio ufe to us,. The free- 
dom of (pcech may be taken.away, and, dumb 
and filent we may be led, like Iheep to the 
flaughter^ I cannot in juftice to^ my owii 
belief, and which I have great rcafon to be- 
lieve is the intention df Congrefs, conclude 
this addrefs, without giving it as rhy decided 
opinion, that that honourable body entertain 
exalted fentiments of ti\t fervices of the army, 
aind from full conviAiori of its merits and 
fufFerings, will do'it complete juftice: That 
their endeavours to difcover and eftablifli, 
ftinds, have been unwearied, and will not' 
cdife till they have fi^cceeded, I hive not a 
doubt. 

• Sut like all othfer large bodied, where there 
is^a variety of diflferent inti^refts to reconcile, 
their deliberations are? flow. Why then fhould 
we diftruft them ? Arid in confequeftce of 
that diftruft, adopt meafures whtch would ca'ft 
a ftiade over that glory which has been fo 
juilly acquired, and tarnifll the reputation of 
aA army >^hich fe^ be'cti celebrated through 



all Europe far its fortitude an4 patriotifm? 

And for what is thi« done? To bring the 

objedt wefeek for n^rcr ? ^o, moft cert^nly 

in my opinion, it will Caft it at a greater dit 

tance. For myfelf, and I take no merit ta 

giving the affurance, being induced to it frd* 

principles of gratitude, veracity, and juftice, 

a grateful fenfe of the; confidence yott have 

ever placed in me, a !recolledion of die 

^ chearful affiftance and prompt obediehcc f 

nave experienced from you, under every vi- 

ciffitude of fortune^ and the fincere afFedkm 

I fefel for an army I had fo long the hoD|9Uf l|l, 

command, will oblige me to declare in-.lMi 

public and folemn manner, that in the attaid^ 

P ment of complete juftice for all your X#l 

' and dangers, and in che gratification oif evcty 

>: wifti, fo far as may be done confiftently with 

i|i rtic great duty I owe my country, and thrtfe 

powers I am bound to rcfptd, yow mif 

■^ freely commartid my fervicc;^ to the utsioft tf 

my abilities. . . . »^ 
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Whjile I give you thefc afluranccsand ple(j^ 
myfdf in the moft unequivocal manner to 
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%xert whatever ability I am poflclTed of ia 
your favour, l^t me entreat you gentlemen, 
on your part, not to take any meafures, 
which, viewed in the catm light of reafon, will 
^effen the dignity and fully the glory jjou have 
hitherto maintained.— Let me requeft you to 
rely on the plighted faith of your country^ 
and place a full confidence in the purity of 
the intentions of Cpngrefs, that previous to 
your diflblution, as an army, they will caufe 
all your accounts to be fairly liquidated, as 
(Krefted in the Refoiutions which were pub- 
lished to you two days ago, and that they will 
adopt the moll cfFctflual nieafures in their 
power to render ample juftice to you, for 
your faithful and meritorious fervices. And 
let mc conjure you in the name of our 
Gon^mon country, as you value your own. fa- 
cred honour, as you rcfpeft the facred rights 
of* humanity, and as> you regard the military 
^d national charadler of America to exprcfs 
your utmoft horror and deteftation of the 
man^ who wifties, under any fpecious pre- 
tences, to overturn the liberties of our coun-» ^ 

I 2 
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Try, and who wickedly attempts to open th^ 
flood-gates of civil difcord, and delijgc 
our rifijfig empire -with blood. \ 

By thus determining, and thus acting, 
you will purfuc the plain and dircd roed to 
the attainrttcnt ofyourwiihcs; youwiUdc- 
feat the infidious [^kfigns of your- en€«nie»; 
who are compelled torefort. froni open force 
to fee ret artifice. You will grve 6ne tnore 
proof of unexampled 43atriotifm andjpatient 
virtue, riiing fuperior to the prcfiUreof the 
tnoft complicated fufferings ; and )rou will 
by the dignity of your Condu(2;, afford pcca- 
fion for pofterity to fay, when Ipeaking o^ 
the glorious exampte you have ;exhfbited to 
mankind, " had this day been wanting^ the 
world had never feen the laft ff^e of pcr^ 
, fedion to which human nature is capable of 
attaining. 

(Copy) GEO. WASHINGTON, 

Head-- garters, Neivhirgh, 
^ March 15, 1783. 
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Mis Excdleitcy having withdrawn^ on z 
motion madcbv General Knax, andfce6n4ccb 
by Brigadicr-Gcaeral Patnam, 

Re/bh^4x Th^ the .unanimous thanks o£ 
the oflicers of the army, be prcfented to his 
Excellency the Commander in.Chief, for.the, 
excellent addrefs, anjJ the communication 
he las been^pieafed to make to them; and to/ 
affure him that thp officer^reciprocate his af- 
feftionate expreflions, with, the greateft fin- 
ccrity of w)iich the human heart is capable^ 

The Addrcfs of the army, to Congrefs— --.- 
Ae Report of the Committee from the army,, 
and the Refolutions of Ccingrcfs of, the 25 th. 
©f January, being,read>. 

On motion by. General Eatnam>/ccandecl. 
by General Hand,^ 

Votedy^ That a committee be appointed 
to draw up immediately fomc refolutions ex*.- 
preflive of the'bufincfs before us^ and to report 
in half an hour; that this Committee confift 
of one General, one Ficld-Oificer,. and oaa: 



Captain— rthat General Knox, Coh BfooIcs, 

and Captain Howard, compofe the faid Com^ 

mittcc. 

i. . 

The report of the Committee havings 

been brought in, and fully confidered. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That at the com-r 
mencement of the prefent war, th^ officers ci 
the American army engaged in tiie fervicc 
of their country from the pureft love and 
Attachment to the rights and liberties of hu- 
man nature, which motives ftiH exift in the 
higheft degree ; and that no circumfl:ances.of 
dillrefs or danger, ihall induce a conduft 
that may tend . to fully the reputation and 
glory which they have acquired, at the price 
of their blood and eight years faithful fcr-^ 
vice. . 

f 
Refolved unanimoujly. That the army con- 
tinue to have an unlhaken confidence in the 
virtue of Congrefs and their country, and 
are'ftilly convinced that the reprefoitativ^s 
of America will not dilband or difperle the 
army, until their accoAints are liquidated. 
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the balances accurately afcertained^ and ade^ 
quate funds eftablifliedfor paymerft. And in 
thi$ arrangement the officers, expedl, that the 
half pay> or a commutation of it, fliould be 
cfficacioufly comprehended. 

Refolved unanimoujly. That his Excellency 
the Commander in Chief be requelled to 
write to his Excellency the Pf efident of Coni. 
grcfs, earneftly entreating the moft fpeedy 
decifion of that honourable body, upon the 
fubjedlis of our late addrcfs, which ^ was for- 
warded by a committee of the army, fomc of 
whom arc waiting upon Congrefs for the re- 
fult. In the alternative of peace' or war, the 
event would be highly fatisfadory, and would 
produce immediate tranquility in the minds 
of the ^rmy, and prevent any further machina- 
tions of defigning^ men, to fow difcord be- 
tween the ciyil and military power of the 
United States. 

Refolved unanimoujly^ that the Officers of 
the American army view with abhorrence and 
rejeA with difdain the infaJB[ious propofitions 
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contained in a^lat^ ^ohymaus adch:e& tC) the. 
Officers of the amiy^ ami refent with iiKlig^ 
nation the fecrct attempts of fomc imknowa 
perfon to collcdt the Officers together^ in a 
manner totally fubverftvcof all discipline and. 
good order^ 



Re/olved unanimoujly^ That the thajiks rf' 
the Officers of the army be given to the com- 
mittee who prefented to Congrefs the latd; 
addrefs of the army^ for the wifdom and 
prudence with which they have conduced that 
%bufinefsi that a copy of the proceedings of 
this day be tranfmitted by ; the Prefideht .tJp^ 
Major General M^Dougal, and that hebe^ 
requeftcd to continue his folicitatipns alf 
Cbngrefs, until theobjeds of his million ttt- 
accomph^Tied. 

The meeting was then diflblvcd. 

HORATIO. GATES, Maj. Gen. 
Prefident. 



,\ . CHATHAM, Apri23. 

^]he folldnving orders were iffked by General 
lV*afljing}Qn^ dated 

Headquarter Sy April \%^\''t%%' 
^np H E Commander in Chief orders the 
-*- * ceflation of iioftilities between the 
United States of America and the King of 
Great- Britain, to 1>^ publicly proclaimed to- 
morrow at twelve o*clock, at the new build- 
ing: aiid that the proclarnation which; will 
be communicated herewith be read to-morrow 
evening at the head of every regiment, and 
corps of the army ; after which the chap^ 
iains, with the feveral brigades will render 
thanks to Almighty God for all his mercies, 
particularly'^ for his over-ruling the wrath of 
man to his own glory, and caufing the rage 
. of war to ceatfe among the nations. 

Although the proclamation "before alluded 
to extends only to the prohibition of hoflil?- 
tics, arid not to the annunciation ofa general 
peace, yet it muft afford the moft rational and 
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finccrc fatisfaAionto every benevolent min^i, 
as it puts a period to a long and doubtfbl 
conteft, ftops the cfFufion of human blood, 
opens the profpedt to a more fplendid fcenc, 
and, like another niorning ftar, promifes the 
approach of brighter day than hath hiiherto 
illuminated the Weftern hemifphere. Oh 
fuch a happy day, which is the harbinger of 
peace, a day. which completes the eighth year 
of the war, it would be ingratitude . not to re-, 
joicc; it would be infenfibility not to partici- 
pate in the general felicity. 

The Commander in Chirf, far from endea- 
vouring to ftifle the feelings of joy in his 
own bofom, offers his moft cordial congra- 
tulations on the occafion to all the officers of 
every denomination ; to ajl the troops of the 
United States in general ; and in particular 
to thofe gallant and perfeveringmen who had 
refolved to defend the rights of their invaded 
country, fo long as the war fliould conti- 
ntie. — For thefe are the men .who oiight to be 
confidered as the pride and boaft of the Ame- 
rican army; and who, crowned with well 
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tamed laiLirek, may foon withdraw from the 
field of glory to the more tranquil wajks of 
civil life. While the Commander in Chief 
recoUcifis the lalmoft infinite variety of fcenes 
through which we have paft, with a mixture ^ 

of picafure, aftoniftiment, and 'gratitude j 
while he contemplates the profpeds before 
U5 with rapture, he cannot help wifhing jhat 
air the brave men, of what ever condition , , 
they may' be, who have fharcd the toils and 
dangers of efFefting this glorious revolution ; ' 

of refciiing millions from the hand of op^ 
preffioa, and of laying the foundation of a 
great empire, nriight be impreffed with 
a proper idea of the dignified part they have 
been called to ad, under the fmiles of Provi- 
dence, on the ftage of human affairs ; for happy 
thrice happy ! fhall they be pronounced here- 
after who have contributed any tiling; who 
h^vc performed the meaneft office in ereft- 
ing this ftupendbus fabrick of freedom 
AND BMPlRE on the broad bafis of indepen- 
dency; who have affifted in protedling the 
rights of human nature^ and eftablilhed an 
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afylum for the poar and opprcffcd of.afl r»- 
tioiis and religions/ — The glorious talk for 
which we firft flew to arms being accomplifhcd 
— the liberties of our country being fully ac- 
knowledged and iirnaly^fecured by the fmhcs 
of Heaven on the purity of our cauft, and 
the honcft exertions of -ft* feeble people; de- 
termined to be free, againft .a j^owerfal na- 
tion, difpoftd to <:^rcfs them ; and the cha- 
Ta<9:er of thof(f who have perfeyered through 
every extremity of hardfhip, fufFering, and 
ilanger, being immortalized by the iUuftriout 
*appellation of the PATRIOT army; nothing 
*iiow remains but for the aftors of this migh^ 
iccnc to preferve a perfeA unvarying confift- 
ency of charader through the very laft ad, 
to clofc the drama with applaufe; and to re- 
tire from the military theatre with the &ne 
approbation of angel& and men which have 
crowned all their former virtuous acflioni. 
I^or this purpofe no diforder or licentioufiicfs 
muft be tolerated. — Every confiderate and 
well difpofed foldier muft remember it will 
be abfolutcly neceflary to wait with patience 
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entil peace Ihall be declaimed, or Congrefs fliall 
be enabled ta take proper meafures for the 
fccuFity of the public ftores, &c. As foorf as 
thcfe arrangements (hall be m^dc, the Ge- 
neal is confident^ there will be no delay in 
difcharging, with every mark of diltindlidtt 
and honour, all the men inlifted for the war, 
who will then have faithfully performed their 
engagements with the public. The General 
has already interefted himfelf in their behalf, 
and he thinks he need not repeat the affur- 
ance of his difpofition to be ufeful to them 
on the prefent, and every other proper occa- 
fion. In the mean time he is deternained 
thAt no military negledts or excefles fhall go 
unpuliifhed while he retains the command of . 
the awny. 

Xhe Adjutant-General will have fuch 
working parties detached, to affift in making' 
the preparations for a general rejoicing, a^the 
chief Engineer with the. aimy Ihall call for; 
andthp Quarter- Mafter-General will, wixh- 
out delay,procure fuch a number of difchargcs 
to be printed a^ will be fufficient for dl the 
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men inliftcd for the war — he will pkafc ta 
apply to Head-Qyartcrs for the form.— -An 
extra ration of liquor to be iflucd to every 
man to-morrdw to drink, ** Perpetual Peace 
and Happinefs to the United States of Ame- 
rica. '' 



UNITED STATES, . 

IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED. 
% • Princeton, Auguft 26, 1 7I3. 

According to order. General Wafliington at- 
tended, and being introduced by two Mem- 
bers, the Prelident addreffcd him as fol- 
lows : , 
/- * SI R, 

/CONGRESS feel particular pleafure in 
^^ feeing your Excellency, and 1 in con- 
gratulating you on the fuccefs pf a war in 
" which you have adled fo confpicuous a part: 

. It has been the lingular happinefs of the 
United States, that during a war fo long, fo 
dangerous and fo important. Pirovidencc 
has been grncioufly ' pleafed to prefcrve the 
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life of avGcncrai, wliio has merged and 
poffcffcd the uninterrupted confidence and 
afFeiflion of his fellow-citizens. In other na^ 
tipns many have performed fervices for whicK 
they have deferved and received the thanks of 
the public ; but to, you, Sir^^peculiar praife is 
due, your fervices have been effential in ac- 
quiring and eftablifhing the Freedom and In^ 
dependence of your country; they defervc 
the grateful acknowledgntcnts of a free and 
independent nation: thofe acknowledgments 
CongrejTs have the fatisfadion of exprefling to 
your Excellency. 

Hoftilitics have now ceafedi but youf 
country ftiU needs/your fervices; Ihe wiflic* 
to avail herfelf of your talents in forming 
the arrangements which will be neccffary 
for her in the time of peace; for this reafoh 
your attendance at Congrefs has been requeft- 
cd. ' A Committee is appointed to confer with, 
your Excellency and to receive your afliftancc 
in preparing and adjufting plans relative to 
?hofe ihipprtant obje(its. * 
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Rbply. 

Mr. President, 

I AM too fcnfiblc of the honourable recep- 
tion I have now experienced, not to her 
penetrated with the dcepeft feelings op 
gratitude. 

Notwithftanding Congrefs appear to efti- 
mate the value of mjr life beyond any ferviccs 
I have been able to render the United States, ^ 
yet I muft be permitted to confid^r the wiOora. 
and unanimity of our national councils; the 
firmnefs of our citizens, and the patience and" 
bravery, -of our troops, which have produced 
fo happy a termination of the war, as the mofl 
confpicuous efFed: of the Divine interpofition. 
and the fureft prcfagc of our future happinefs^ 

Highly gratified by the favourable fenti- 
mcnts which Congreft are pleafed to exprefs 
of my paflf condudl, and amply rewarded by 
the confidence and afFedion of my fellows-ci- 
tizens, I cannot hefitate to contribute my bcft 
endeavours tow^ards the eftablilhment of the ' 



national fccurity in whatever manner the fovc- 
reign power may think proper to direcft^ 
until the ratification of the definitive treaty 
of peace, or the final evacuation of our country 
by the Britifti forces ,- after either of which 
ievents, I fhftll afk permiffion to retire to the 
peaceful ihade of private life. 

Perhaps, Sir, no occafion may oflTer more 
' fuitable than the prcfent to eirprefs my humble 
thanks to God, and my grateful acknowledg- 
ments to my country, for the great> an4 uni- 
form fupport I have received in every viciffi- 
tude of fortune, and for the many diftinguifh- 
jed honours which Congrefs have been pleafed 
to confer^ upon me in the courfe of the 
war. 

Publifhed by order of Congrefs, 

CHARLES THOMPSON, Secretary. 
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. BY THE United States, 
INCONGRESS ASSEMBLED. 
Auguft 7, 1783. 
Re/olvcd unanimoujly. Tea States being prc- 
fcnt: « 

TH A T an Equcftrian Statue of General 
Wahiington be erefted at the place 
where the refidence of Congrcfs fhali be cfta- 
blifhcd: 

Rtfohved, That the ftatue be of bronr«ci 
the General to be reprefented in a Romaft 
drefs, holding a truncheon in his right hand, 
and his head incircled with a laurel wreath-: 
the ftatue to be fupported by a marble pe- 
deftal, on which are to be reprefented, in ba^ 
relievo, the following principal cveitfs'of tKc 
war, in which General Walhington comman- 
ded in pcrfpn, viz . The E vacuation.of Bofton 
— The Capture of the Heffians at Trcntoh— 
The Battle of Princeton — The a(aion of Mon- 
mouth — and ;:he furrender of York. On the 
upper part of the front of the pedeftaj to be 
cngtavcd a« follows :^^ The united States in 



Omgrefs aflfcmbled, ordered this ftatuc to 
%e erc^ed in the year of our JUord, 1783, in 
lioaauriQfGecwge Walhmgton, the iiluftriouj 
<x>mi¥iandcr in chief of the alrmies of the 
United Spates of Amerida, during the war, 
which v^indicated and fecured their liberty, 
ibvereigaty, and independence^** 

. Rfjhlvrd^ Tiiat a ftatue coofornftahle to the 
ab4):rc plan, be executed by the beft artift in 
^TOpe> undtfthe ftlperintcodance of the 
Mi^ifter oi the .iJnited States at the jCourt 
t)f VerfaiTlex, and . that money jto defray the 
^xpence of the fame, be furniihedfrom the. 
3f r^afiiry of the United States. 

Refolved^ That ihe Secretary of Congrcls 
tmtiliniu to the Minifter of the United States 
at tite Court of Verfaiiles, the beft refem- 
blancc of General Washington that can be 
pfocarcd for the purpofe of having the above 
ftatue cre<5led, together with the fitteft de- 
fcriptionof theevcnts which are to be the 
iubjed of tha baflb reljieto. 
L a 



BOSTON, Auguft 16. 

The General Courts in their late Sejian, ordefti 
a congratulatory ADDRESS to be PranJ^ 
mitted to bis Excellency , General WASH'- 
INGTON, of which the foilowini is a true 

, ^^py^ . - ' . 

SIR, 

TH E Senate and Houfc of Rcprcfentju 
tivc8 of the Commonwealth df MaSk^ 
chufcts, in .General Court : aflemj^led, tzip' 
this opportunity of congratulatii^ you pa 
the happy return of peace. ' 

Your Excellency, we arealRired, will joik 
us in th$ warmeft expreffipns of gratitude to 
the Supreme Ruler of the UniverfQ^ , 0Qdc££; 
whole inflijenQc and diredlion the ftrugglc». 
of a virtuous and free people have ^termi- 
nated in a revolution which cxchcs t^e ad- 
miratfon of the world t 

Guided by the A!l-wifc Providence? f<i# 
country early fixed her eyes upoii yda^ slM 
confiding in tJiofc onunent qualities whick 



yoii poffeflfedj apipointed you to the command 
©f her armies. 

.The wifiiqm of your coikIuA ill the dis- 
charge of that important truft, has giveii a 
compleat fancflion to the appointment^ and 
crowned the moft heightened expectation. la 
ievery liage of the arduous conflidt,. what try^ 
lag fcenes hav^ you paffcd through ! What 
hardfhips have you not endured ! What dan- 
gers have you not encountered! May you 
long live^ beloved by a grateful >country, and 
partaking largely ii^ the enjoyment of thofe 
iiieftiniable bleflings which you/have been fo 
eminently inftrumental in fccurii^ for us ! 
While patriots Ihall not ceafe to applaud that 
iacred attSichmcnt which you have conftantly 
matiifeiled to the rights of citizens ; too oftea 
violated by men in arms, your, military vir^ 
tues and atchievements will be deeply re- 
corded in the breafts of your countrymen, and 
niake the brighteft pages ia. the hiftory of 
mankind.. . 



PHILADELPHIA, Niivembct t. 

General Washington's 

FAREtVELL ORDERS 

To THE Armibs^ cfv iTHir UneTep Stayed 

Rockcy-Hill^ near" Princeton, Nov*. 2, |78> 
nPHE United States in Gongrcfs alfemblcd,, 
-*^ after giving the moft honourable ttf- 
timony to the merits of the faederal armi^^ 
and prcfcnting them with the thanks irf- 
their country, for their long, eminent aitdl^^ 
faithful fcrvicesy having thought propfcs^ 
by their proclamation bearing^ datt Ibt 
1 8th of Oftober laft, to difchargc fuch part 
of the troops as were engs^^ for the war,, 
^nd to permit the officers on furlough tor6^ 
tire from fervice, from and after to-momw^ 
which proclamation having been c6mmuni^ 
cated in the public papers, for the infbnoi- 
tion and government of all concerned, it oalj 
remains for the Connmander in Chief t& ai^ 
drefs himfclf once more, and that for Art 
laft time, to the Armies of the United States 
(however widely difpcrfed the individuals^ 
who compofe them may be), and te bid them 
an afFedionatc — ^a long far^weJL 



^ - Bot before the Commander ia Chiof ta£w 
his final leave of thofe he^ddl moft dcar^ he 
iK^ilhcs to indulge himf(^lf a few moments irt 
c«})n^ to mind a flight review of the paft— ** 
he will then take the liberty of exploring with 
his mlHtary friendsr their future profpecfts, of 
advifing the general line of conduct, which 
Ia iiis opinion ought to be purfucd 5 and he 
wilt conclude, the addrefs by exprefling the 
oWigatioans^^ he fcek himfelf under, for the 
%tf ited att4 able affiftancc he has experienced 
ftora.thein,. in the performance of an ardtious 
office^ ^ 

A contemplation of the complete attain- 
laent (at a period earlier than could have 
been cxpefted] ol the objed for which we 
cjQRitended, againft £b ^rmidable a power, 
' C^jinnot but infpire us with ailoni&ment and 
gratitude. The difadvintageou» circum- 
ftanccs on our part unde^ which the war was 
nndettaken, can liever be forgotten. The 
fignal interpofitionsh of Providence, in our 
feeble condition, were fuch as could fcarcety 
efcapethe attention of the moft UKobferving;' 
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while the' unpajrallcled pcrfeverancc of the Vm 
mies of the United ^States^ throu^ almc^t 
every poiTible fufFcring and. difcouragcineDC/ 
for the fpacc of eight long years, was Uvdj^ 
fhort of a Handing miracle. ' •^' 

. It is not the meaning, noi^ within the coqw. 
pafs of this addrefs^ to detail the hard0upir 
peculiarly incident to ourfervice, ortodcw 
fcribe the difl^relTes which in feveraL inftancet ; 
have refulted from the extremes of hungtfi; 
and nakednefs, cc^mbined with the Tigouis eit 
an inclement feafon: Nor is it neceflarjr »;> 
dwell on the dark fide of our pail affairs. 

Every American Officer and Soldier Hidt* 
now confole himfelf for any unpleafant clr^ 
cumflance which may have occurred, by a rt* • 
colledion of. the uncommon fcenes in which' 
he has been called to ac^, no inglorious part," 
and the aflonilliing events of which he Im 
Wfn a witnefs. 

Events, which have fcldom if ever before, 
taken place en the ilage of human adlon. 
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l!or can. thcjr probably ever happen again.-M^ 
Eor who has before feep a difciplined army . 
formed at once from ftich raw matcriails? 
,^ho that was not a witncfs could imagine, 
that the mod violent local prejudices would 
ceafe fo foon, and that men who came froiii 
the different parts of the continent, ftrongly 
difpofed by habits of educatibn to de^ife and 
quarrel with each other, would inftantly be- 
come but one patriotic band of brothers? 
Or who that was not on the fpot can trace the 
ftcps by which fuch a wonderful revolution 
has been effedled, and fuch a glorious period 
put to all our warlike toils > 

It is univerfally acknowledged, that the en- 
laired profped of happinefs opened by the 
c-bnfirrpation of our independence and fovc- 
reignty, almoft exceeds the power of defcrip- 
tion. And Ihall not the brave men Who 
have contributed fo elTentially to thefe inef- 
tinuble acquilitions, retiring vidorious from 
the field of war, tp the field of agriculturei 
participate in all" the bleflings which have 
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been obtained ? In fucb a Repuldic vfikB wiH 
jC^cFudc them irom the rights of citixCM^ 
and the fruits of their Ubou^? In (udi 
a country, fo happily circumftanced, the por- 
•fuits of connnerce, and the cultivation of the 
foil, will u|>fo}d to induftry the certain road 
to ccMnpctence.— To thofe hardy Soldieit 
^vfco arc acftuatcd by the fpirit of advcntui< . 
^e ff(herie9 will afford ample and profitable 
'etyiploym^nt, and the extend ve and fertile fft. 
gioas of thfe Weft, will yield a mAft hap^ 
affylum tO thofe, who, fond o(^ domcftic 09^ 
joyment, are fceMng for perfonal Indepdii 
dencc.— ^Nor is it poffible- to cefrtceivc liet 
any one of the United States, will prefer a w- 
tion:al bankruptcy and a diflblution of !^ 
Union^toa compliance with the rcquilititos 
of Cortgrefs, ani the payment 0/ its jw 
^ debts. So that the Officers and Soldiers aaj 
c%p^£t confiderable alliftance in recommenc- 
cirig ^heir civil occupations from the fam 
due to tl>em from the public^ which nmft 
and will mod inevitably be paid» 

In order to effed this defirabic purpofe, and 
remove the jprejudiccs which may have taken 
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poffefJion of the minds, of any of the gopcj 
people of the States, it is earneftly recofti- 
mended to alU the troops^ that with ftrong 
attachment to the union/ they fhould carry 
with thenr into civil fociety, the moft con- 
ciliating difpofitions, and that they Thould 
prove theiTifelves not lefs viftuous and ufe- 
• ful as citizens, than they have been victorious 
2ts foldicrs. What though there Ihould be 
fome envious individuals, who are unwilling 
•to pay the debt the public has cdntradled, or 
{o yield the tribute due to merit, yet, let 
fiich unworthy treatment produce no invec- 
^ tive, or any inftance of intempe|-ate Con- 
dudt. 'Let it be remembered,, that the un- 
t>iaflcd voice of the free citizens of the Unit- 
ed States, has»prpmifed the juft reward, and 
given the merited applaufe. Let it be known 
and remembered^ that the reputation of the 
foederar armies is eftabliflied beyond the 
. re^ch of malevolence. And let a confciouf- 
. ^ ilefs of their atchievements and fame ftill ex - 
cite the men who conipofed theiti to honour- 
able adions, under the perfuafion that the 

^ M 2 



C 474*] 

private virtues 'of oecoHomy, prudence and 
induftry, will not be lefs amiable in civil life, 
than the more fplendid qualities of valour^ 
.perfevcnince and enterprize were in the field. 
Every one may reft affured that much, v^ry 
^much of the future happinefs of the officers 
and men wilUepend upon the wife and ipnanly , 
condud which, (hall be adopted by them, 
when they are mingled with the great body 
of the community. And although the G«f- 
neral has fo frequently given it as his opinion, 
nn the moft public and explicit manner^ that 
riinlefs the principles of the foederal govern- 
ment was properly fupported, and the powers 
of the union encreafed, the honour, dignity, 
end jufHce of the nation would be loft for- 
ever : yet he cannot help repeating on this 
-^occafion fo interefting a fentiment, and lear- 
ing4t 35 his laft injundion to evfery officer 
and every foldier who may view the fubjeft 
in the fame ferious point of light, to add his 
i beft endeavours to thofe of his worthy fd- 
Jow-citizens, towards elFedin^ ^hefc gfctsiX: 
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and valuable purpofes, on which our very ct^ 
ifterice as a nation fo materially depends. 

The Commander in Chief conceives little^ 
is now wanting to enable the foldier to change 
the military charader into that of the citizen ; 
buk^that fteady, decent tenor of behaviour, 
which has generally diftinguilhed not only 
the army underlhiis immediate command,' but 
the different detachments and armies through 
the courfc of the war. . From their good . 
fenfc and prudence he anticipates the happieft • 
confequeiices ; and while he congratulates 
them, on the glprious occaiion which renders 
their fervices in the field no longer neccflary, 
he wifhcs to exprcfs the ftrongeft obligations, 
he feels himfelf under for the afliftaiice he . 
has received from every clafs, and in every « 
inftaM:e. He prefenu his thanks in the jmoft 
fcrious and affectionate manner, to i;hc Ge- 
neral Officers, as well for their councils on 
- many intcrcfi.agoccafions^ as fer their ar^iour 
iri promoting the fuccftfs or the plans he had 
adopted, lathe CQmnundai:i:5.cf rc^^iiiAJi,: , 
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and coi^ps, and to the other officers for their 
zeal aiid attention in carrying hh orders 
promj^tly into execution — To the ftafF for 
their alacrity and exadncfs in performing the 
duties of ' their feveral departments ; And to 
the Non-commiflioned Officers and private 
Soldiers; for their extraordinary patience and 
fufFering, as well as their invincible fortitude 
in aftion. To the various branches of the 
army, the, General takes this laft and folcflm 
opportunity of profeffing his inviolable at- 
tachment and friendftiip. He wilhes nwit 
than bare profeffions were in his power; that 
he was rtally able to be ufefuP to them all ia 
future life : he flatters himfelf, however, they 
will do him the juftfce to believe that what- 
ever could with' propriety be attempted by 
him, has been done. m 

And being now to conclude thefc hi« laft 
public orders, to take his ultimate leave in a 
fhort time of the military character, and to 
bid a final adieu to the armies he haS fo long 
had the honour ttVtorcmand. He can only 
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again offer in their liehalf his recommenda- 
tions to their grateful country, and his prayers 
to the God of armies. 

May ample juftice be done them here ; and 
may the choiceft of Heaven's favours, both 
here and hereafter, attend thofe, who under 
the Divine Aufpices, have fecured innumer- 
able bleflihgs for others; With thefe wifhes, 
and this benedidfion, the Commander in 
Chief is about to retire from fervicc. , The 
curt?iin of feparation will foon be drawn; 
''ind the military fcehe to him will be clofcd 
forever. V 

EDWARD*IAND, 

Adjutant-General. 



JVe are favoured with the following ORDER, 
ijfued at lVeJh>Point the 1 6tb inft. 

GARRISON ORDERS, ^ 



\ 



November 16, 1783. 
/THHE Definitive Treaty being concluded, 
-■* and the city of New- York to be cva- 



. C 278 3 

tuated on the sad inft. His Excellency the 
Commander in Chief propofes to celebrate 
the Peace at that place, on Monday the firft 
day of December next, by a difphy of Fire- 
Works and lUiiminations, which were intead^ 
cd to have been exhibited at this poft, or fuch 
of them as have not been injured by time> 
a|id can be removed. 



r 

IVe have teen favoured 'with authentic copes 
ef the fdihf/uing Letter and A^dre/s^ wbicb 
were prefented to his Excellency General 
JVafi)ington on the i^th inft. ^ 

Weft'Point, i^th Nov. 1713* 
SIR, 

THE officer's of the part of the army wha 
agreed on the inclofed addrefs, having 
committed to us the hbnour of prefentiag^it 
—-with great plcafurc we now offer to your 
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Excellcncjr thi« tcftifnony of their aiFcdion- 
atc^attachmcnt and rcfpecfl- 

Wr have the honour to be/ 
With perf^ cotifidcratipn, 

SIR, , ^ 

Your Excellency's; 
mpft obedicat^ 
. ^ ^ and 11510ft. humbte Scrv#iit|^ , 

' A. M'DQUGALL>M6>r-G/iifrW. 
H. KNOX, Major-Gsneral. 
T. PICKERING, ^.^r. Gemral. 

*Hb Excellency 
Generil Washingtok. • 



rbe ADt)Rl£.SS 4S as Jhllomt 
To hiV Excellency General Wasminotow, 
Commander in Chief of the Armies of 
' the United States of Atheriei. \ 

TllTEi theofiScersof the|»rt bf tbcAnia|r 
^ ^ remaining on the hmk» e£ the 
Hudfon, have received ybur ExctUeney^s 
feribiis and faceweil addref$» to the armies 
^ the United States. We beg you to accept 
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dur unfeigned thanks for the communicatian, 
and your affedionate ailbrances of inviolable . 
attachment and friendfliip. If your attempts 
to enfure to the armies the juft^ the proraifed^ 
rewards, of their long, fererc and dangerous 
ferviccs, have failed of fuccefs, we belieyc it' 
has arifen from caufes not in your Excellency's 
power ta controuf. With extreme regret 
do we refleifl: on the bccafion which called 
for fuch endeavours. But while we thank 
your Excellency for thef^ exertions in favowr 
of the troops you have fo fuccefefully coii^ 
manded, we pray it may be believed, thkt in 
thii^Tentiment opr own particul^ intcrefts 
have but a fecondary place; and tlmt evea^ 
the ultimate ingratitude of the people (wcr€; 
that poilihle) could not ihake the patriptifip» 
of thofc who fufFcr ]?y it.' Still with pkiP 
ing wonder aud with grateful joy (hall we 
contemplate the glorious conclufion of our 
labours. To that merit in the xievolditifQ 
which, under th^ aufpices of Heaveit, the 
armies have difplayed, poftcrity T^ill doi juC- 
tice; and tfad Ions ^ill btulh *whoft fikfb^rs 
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were their foes. Moft gladly would we caft 
a veil on every a6t which fallic* the reputa- 
tion of our country ; never fliould the page 
ofhiftory be^ ftaiaed with ifs difhooour ; ^ven 
from our memories (bould the idea be crafed. 
We lajtient the oppolJtion to thpfe falutary 
meafures which the wildom of the Union 
has planned; meafures which alone can re- 
cover and iix on a permanent bafis the*credit 
of the ftates ; meafures which are eflential to 
the jultice, the h9nour and intereft of the na- 
tion. While fhet was giving the nobleft 
proofs of magnaniq^ity, with confcious pride 
we faW' her growing fame ; and regardlefs of 
prefcnt fuffiStings, we looked forward to the 
end of our tqils ai>d dangers, to brighter 
foene$ in prpfped. There we beheld the 
Genius of our Country dignified by Sove- 
reignty and Independence, fupported by 
Juftice, and ^prned with every liberal vir- 
tue. There we faW patient Hufbandry fear- 
lefs extend her cultured fields, and animated 
Commerce fprcad her fails to every wind. - 
Thete w^ beheld fair Science lift' her head, 
N 2 , 
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with til the iits^ attending in her traia. 
Thci-e, bicft with Freedom, wcfaw^hc hu- 
tnan mind expand ; and throwing alide the 
reftraints which cpnftned it to the narrow 
bounds of iountry, it embraced the worlJL 
Such were our fond hopes, and with fuch de- 
lightful profpeds did they prcfcnt us. Noir 
are we difappointed. Thofie animating frof- 
fe(Is arc now changed ahd changing to mrf/- 
lies ; and aAively to have contributed. ;to 
their produAion is our pride, our glory, ijirt 
Justice atone can give them ftability* Iq Att 
Justice wetftiil believe* Still we hopemt 
the prejudices of the mifinformed will be 
removed, ami the arts of iaife and fclfilhpQ- 
puhtfity, addrefled to the feelings of avarice, 
defeated : Or in the woril event, the wtei4 
we hope,>iU make the juftdiftin<^on: Wc 
trufl the diiingenuoufnefi ofa few.wilf »« 
fully the reputation, the honour and digniiff 
.ofthegFcjit and refpciUWe majority oiTAc 
States. 

We arc happy in the ojiportHmi^ jw 
prefented of congratulating your Excellency 
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€ri>,the certain cohclufion of the D^nitive 
'treaty qf Peace. Relieved at Icftgth from 
' tong fufpenfe^ our wamafeft wifli is^ to return 
to thebofbm of our country, to rcfumc the 
chirader of citizens f and it will be our 
highcft ambhion to bcctnnt ofefel onc«. To 
your Excellency thit great eyent muft be . 
peculiarly pleafii^^ For while At the head 
pfher armies>. urged by patriot virtues aJid 
iti^ii^nanimity^yQupcrf^ei^e^^ under the pref*^ 
fijrc of every poflible difficulty and difcouragc- 
^ent. in the purfuit of thegteat objtfti of 
the war— ***thi^ &eed6ni: and fafety of your 
country ;— youB heart panted for the tranquil 
enjoyments of pcacc^^^ We cordially rejoice^ 
'with you' that the p«aX)d of indulging them 
hsLft trnvcd (6 ibi^n« Ia oontemplating' the 
TsrfeflSng* of Liberty and Indcpeftd^n«, the 
ridi prize of tight y€a|» hardy tidventure, 
pailfufferings wai%clbtgot«cit^. or if rdmem- 
"bered, the r«coile<fti<m will fisrire ti> height- 
en the relilh df prcfcnt happlnefs. Wd fin-^ 
l^rdy |miy GOD thishappiiuefs may long be 
^•u^i jtlid that when you quit the ft <e o£ 
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Klfnati Ii(c, you may jeccivc from the UJT^ 
$RRING JUDGE^ the rewards of vatouf 
exerted to favc the opprcflcdj, of pttrlotifm 
and difintereftcd Virtue. ' 

,. Weft-point, 15th November, 1783. . 



NEW-BRUNSWICk> JVbv.it. 

^ jT"^ Friday the 7th ihftant, a cbihriiittite 

/ V^ from the Offic<;rs of the Mititik' 6f^€ 

County of Somcrfet, waited on has ExccHciiie/ 

General Washingtom, and prcferittd 1^ 

, following ADDRESS : ' ' ["Z 



To HIS E X C E ?. L E N e y ' 

GEORGE WASHINGTON* ifq J 

General and Commander in (J^icf^ffil 4»e 
Armies of the United States of America.. 
MayitpleafeymrEiueUency, *; ♦ -^ 

H£ Officers of the MiUtia tyi the 
County of Somcrfet,. beg leave to cn^bncc 
the carl left ORpo: tunity afeer the, fWft i^&c- 
ral nuifter, fince your Excellency's ai^m^^ 
in this State, to approach your Excellency 
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with their indft. finecrc eongratulations pa 
the gix)Mious conc;|ufion of the American 
contcft for Liberty\§ftgi Independence^ and 
on the happy reftoratioiA^f Peace ta our late 
diflrefled country, 

Whilft the Supreme Council of the United 
States arc daily making new exj&;eflions"of 
the unbounded eftcem they pbflcfs T^r your 
Excellency's pcrfon, and whilft Anierica^ as 
one man^ acknowledges the debt of gratitude;, 
4tte to your important fervices, it may be 
thought vain in a few of the officers of thie 
Jerfey militia, to trouble your Excellepcy with 
their particular declarations of cftecm and 
afFeftion. But, Sit, when we confider the 
attention at all times paid us by your'Ex- 
ccllcncy, when during the. late conjflid, wc 
were called into the field, jufliceand grati- 
tude call upon us to make public acknowledg- 
ments of the 'obligations we arc under. 

Permit us therefore to afliijre your Excel- 
Jency, that we do and ever Ihall rcuin the 
liveliefl^ fenfe of the patiernal care exercifed 



Ivcw.iit^ndwed by feprving u^Att ycmr^coiaa^ 

in this rcfpcA, lus endcarp4, ypa. to «vcp5 
officer and foldier of the county of Somerfii^ 
fo that time fliall ttot be ibfe to efface froA 
their nunds the fctliftgs ofjoyc^d cftcisft- 
^0/ Sir, whilft they revere yojMir chiffi&fif 
and regard you as th* l^Aruin- ow iCi^ 
VbvurkY, the^ ^IFo gratefuHy t^a^i^x^y 
tiiat whcncVcr they were caHed out to t^jfe- 
Tehee of AmejcicaiD VuctdQm^^ t^y. wcftj^ 
jioiired witkjour %kccl\tm:y'^§kiv4^ii^^^^ 
luid that when pittei»)of §n0^ ia)||i^]$^ 
might rtafon^ly have becui flipped <t jW^ 
j^roi< ^ur whoie attention^i^ou ^i|l cxtap|id 
your gcne|pu$ concern to Jthe; imitUi^ P9^l^ 
of xftilitia, who wene pn 4m1^ VUlMn, i^ 
reach of your benevolent care, ' .. 

We finccrely wi(h» Sir, that when you h«v«^ 
taken Itavfe of pubilcfeuiinefi, you mdffM 
bJcfTed wifh aWppy and proff»rOUi j«^^ 






to>your place of Mfickntc; and tim ymi rawjr 
there enjoy that contiffvial fdft of felipiQr^ 
^hich muft ever be the portion, rf ihpfe ^te> 
retire from the noife and tinvNiilt of the iKQ£ld» 

.\vith a confcioiifneri <^f having cb&haurged 

^tke duties of (he mod imp^tam; fiatioM 
wth honour and ihtegrfty. In partkukr> 
we hope and truft that your Exetil^wy^s fu- 
ture happincfs will not be intejfruptcd.by any 
ungrateful x:ondutfl of this emancipated coun- 

* try towards thofe deferving men, by whofe 
jpcrfevering valour andunparalfcfcd fufferings, 
the preieM gtonoM rcrohition! ha9> wUh the 
blefiing of Providc«cr> bf en happily eflFcdlcd ; 
and wc beg Icavc^^ for our pvts, to aflqre 
your Excellency, that we (hall pxert ourfclve^ 
by ow example, and ta the utcnoft fphere of 

;eur influcttce, ia. procuring for thofc cjif- 
tinguifiied palrktffi, ample ciDip[>p91&tion for 
theif meritorioiis. ftfvk<s.. 

May the induigant Father of Mercies grant 
your Excellency a long anji happy life, and 
ivhen you htve finifhed the work allotted you 
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on this (lagd of adion^ may you aftend to 
the enjoyment of more reftned pleafure$^ 
leaving your memory indelibly engravenTidc 
Ac hearts of your grtitcful countrymen, and 
your example the brighteft model for thofe 
of your pofterity, who (hall wifli to diftin- 
.guiih themfclve$ by a difinterefled love of 
freedom, and an inviolable atuchmcftt to 
virtue. ' ^ 
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We are, SIR, 
In behalf of our refpcAiVe Rcginnents, 
With the moft perfed eftcem, -j' 

Vour Excellency's moft obedient^.,.-. 

And very humble ,Servant^*^f 

* ' * * ../ 

Fred. Frelinghuysen, Coloae| ^ 
ift Bat. Somerfet MilitS. 
Henry Van Dike, Colonel 2d Bat, 
PETEk D. Vroom, Lt. Col. ad B(|!^ 
Richard M'Donald, Maj. ift* BadN. 
Abm. Nifies, Major at! Bat. 
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^9*$ whr^b bfs Excelleneytvas^ea/ed t0 rtium 

the following Anfwer: 

To theOfRcers of, the Militia of the county of 
Somerfct. 

Gentlemek^ 

I THANK you for ^ polite attention you 
pay me in your a^drefs, and for the af- 
f^ftionite anxiipty you <;xprefs, for iny Happl- 
jnefs. 

; Wkh.a heart deeply impreffed by th^ 
"tikppy iffue of a long i^nd painful contcft, I 
tooft ^rdially participate with you in the 
general joy, and earfjeftly join my wiihes 
to yours, for the futurf grofperity and happi- 
^cfs of our countiy. 

The repeated probfs of ^nabated valour 

and perfeverance whiehl have been witncfs 

^^o in the officcr3 and militia of the county of 

^"Somerfet, demand from me the'ac knowledge 

. ments, which^ for the laft time, I have now 

the honour of making youj and as your zeal 

O 2 
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in the ficld^hd in the fervicc of your deoi^ 
^ try, cannot fail to endear you to your fcHow- 
citizcns, k is With much plcafure,^ that, an 
taking my final leave of you, I can with the 
pureft fincerity add this Jaft* tcftimoiiy in 
your favour. ^ 

I now bid you. Gentlemen, a long f^- 
well, in the fulleft" confidence, that men ^o 
have fobravety defended their country,' ififl" 
like wife in their peaccaWetrtirements^ ^P^^^ 
bute theirbeft endeavours to confirm 8|n4|to;- 
, petuate thaf happy iinion of the States r||^||lt 
, citizens> .whk^, under Froyidcnc^ ^^til^ 
vifibly l^cen the jneans <of c^ir deliverance |toi 
Independence- . .;- . . • ^[\ 

Rocky ^mil, near Vrinc^tok^ 
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'XT'ESTERD A Y in the mornipg the Am^ 
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can troops-marched from Haerlen\, to the 
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Bbwery-l^anc.— They remained there until 
^AfOut Otip <>*Ctock,.whei3L the Britilh Troops , 
^ Iteffe the Poft^ ill the Bj^e^^ and:^the Amcri-' 
e&k Trpopa^ marched^ intoj and tobk Pblftf- 
fion of the City^ ia the following Orders 
Tax. 

' i; A: Corps of Dragoons^ ^, - 

' ii Advanced Q^^tSs of Light Infan^ 

j<^ A Corp^ of Artillery^ 
,. 4j BatuHon of Light-Infantry.. 
r<.5t Btttalion of Maffachufi^ts^^ Troops^' 
. Arf/KcaE' G4iafd^ . r 

After the Troops had takea Poffcffion of: 
Ac City, the General and GoyERNOR made 
their Etiblic Entry. 

• The ar«tngetnent and* ivHoIe conduA of 
tfti«-'i»archi^ with the tranquility .which fu<;-- 
ceeded iti. through the day arid nigbti was. 
admirable I' and the gratefajif citixtns wilt 



from that elegant' and clBcient ds4jp9#«^ 
tidn whitib pie vailed through the wliidfr. 

eveiit. "• ' ^ • , . ^■ 



To His Excellency GEORGE WASHIN<?- 
TON, Efquire, General and Comn^^nder^ 
Chief bfthe Armies of the United Siriii 
of America: J^ 

The ADDRESS of the CITIZENS of m 
York ivho have returned from l^S&t^ 
Behalf of themfelves anrf thdr foSbm^ 
Brethren: 

SIR, -: 

AT a moment when the arm of tfriMj 
is yielding up its fondeft ufurpa^llm> 
we hope the falutatichs of long fufTcriDg A* 
lies, but now happy freemen, will ndt 4jc 
decHiCd an unworthy fributc^ 
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-iii;tlik^ placc^ «rid at this momeat.oCcx^ ' 
ullit^li and tii^mph^^ whife tiiie cjofi^ of 
fbtycry;itilljiiig«r;ii|<)ur $gh|^.w€.lookup|ig . 
you, our deliverer, with umjfual tUmfport^ 
of gratitude and joy. ; Permit us to welcome 
you to this city, long torn from us bv the 
hard hand of opprcifion ; but, now by your 
H^ifiiom and ewrgy, under the guidance of 
Providence, oij^e npr^ the feal of peace and 
freedom. — ^--We forbeir to fpeak our grati- 
tude or your jjfraife— .—- ^e fhould but echo 
^stbe voice of applaudiiTg ftiilHons ; but the 
citizens of Neww York arc eminently indebt* 
ed to your viitucs, and we who have now the 
Jumdui' laaddrefs y.oiii'Kxcei^ 
often companions of your fufferings, and 
witneffcs of yoiif exertions*-— permit us, 
therefore, toapprQach your Excellency with 
^ the dignity arid finccrity.df freemen, and (to 
raCure you, that we, fliall preferve with our 
^lateft breath, our gratitude for your fervices, 

and veneration for your charader j and accept 
-of our finccreaRd earneft wriflics, that you 

may long enjoy that calm domeftic felicity. 
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which you have fo generoufly Sacrificed':; tfist 
the cries of injured liberty "ma'y hfeireV mditr 
interrupt your repofe ; and diat -your Kipi^i-^ 
nefs may be equ^ to your ^nnatk^ jSiglnbd 
af the rcqiicftoJ^ the Meetings " ' '^ ' •' 
THO.RANDOLL^ 
DAN. PHOENIX>: , 
SAM. BROOME; 
- THO. 'rUCI^Il,: ^ 

riENRYKIPF^ "* 

fat: bEHNI%. >>" 
WILL. GlfcBERT, fc»? 
WILL. QlLBJ?RT,jtt»^^ 
^FRANCIS VAN DY<^• 
:*JEREMIAH WOOLi. 
GEO. JANEWAYy^- - 

ABM. p.Lorr^ 

. . , EPHRAIM BRASHtSRr 
Kew-York, November 2a,. 1783. - '"' * 
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Mis EXCELLENCV's Ak'sWER. . 
ITo the CITIZENS of NEW^YOJlk, .wl» 
have rcturacd from '^xilc. . 

<5enclemen, 

I'3^HAJNKyei|finccrelyfdr youraiFccSion-. 
.. ate A4di:e6, and iAtrcat you to be per- 
iCuaded^ that; nothing coukl be more agreca- 
ihlc, to, roc ^han your pdlite congratulations 4 
Permit m^, in turn, to felicitate you on thf ' 
tu^ppy reftoratian of jour City, 

Great as your joy muft be <m thiift pleafing 
HDCcafion, it can fcarcely exceed that, which I 
-lipjplAt"fcci|ig you. Gentlemen^ wKb, from the 
Jioblefl: motives, haye fufFercd a voluntary 
exile of many yearr, return again in peace 
> and triumph, to enjoy the fruits of your vir- 
tuous conduct. 

The fortitude and perfeverance which you 
and your fuffering brethren have exhibited in 
the courfc of the war, have hot only endeared 
you to your countrymen, but will be remem- 
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bered vritti f4niintti|>!i and applavft^ M &e 
latcftpoftcrity, V 

May the tranquility df . your city be pctpc- 
tual : May the ruins foon be repaired^ Com^ 
mcrcc flourifli. Science be foftered, and all 
the civil and fecial virtues be cherilhcd, in Ac 
fame illuftriaus.nianner, which forfnirflyj^ 
fleiSted fo much credit on the inhabitans^irf 
New- York. In fine/ may every (pcc^f^tf 
felicity attend you^ Gentkrhen^ and' ^^ 
worthy fellaw-citizen*. y 

GEO. WASHING«#. 

New-York^ Nov. 26, 1783. 
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To his Ejcccllcncy GEORGE WASKilMt 

TON, Efq. General and Gpmnn^ad^P 

Chief of the American Armies : 'f; 

.if- 

WE the Members of the Volunteer JflK- 
ciations and other Inhabitants o| t|c 
Kingdom of Ireland, lately arrived in 4;li|fr 
city, unable to rcfift the temptation of doitig 
ourfelves fo great m honour, beg leave w 



liMrTMiiraiiiiiniMriii , . . _.. .,^......:^r^ 






' C ??7 3 

pxcf^nt your l^xcdlcncy with QUr unfejgi^ed , 
and ^v^am^eft congratulations on the glorioua 
ILCjCtnina^jion of the late cruel, unnatural and 
ppprefliv? war> ia which you have fo happily 
(juccccded.. 

We view with admiratioa what the efforts 
of a bra VIC, determined arid virtuous people^ 
linger fo great a Comniahdcr^ i& capable of 
pro{lticiing.r r-Thc nations are become en- 
lightened^ and the univcrfal liberty and fe- 
curity of the {uhjt&, through your means 
iind exertions, is rendered permanent and re- 
Ipcftable. We want words cxpreflive of pur 
gratitude for the great benefits oin* long op- 
prcfled country is indebted tp^ you for, or 
our veneration, our afFe^ftion^ fof fo great a 
chariafter. — ^^We would hayc been happy 
couk} we.^anrc been Soldi^t^ under your com- 
ftmnd* .We have taken the firft opportuni- 
ty to offer ourfelyes as Citikens, and. pray ^ 
participation of thofe Bleffiiigs you have io 
' dearly won, and effedtually emblifhed. 
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Wc tnrfl, great Sir, that fame has not ift* 
jured our coufttry in your Excellency's cfti* 

I mation, its natural hofpitality was not witli^ 

held frona fuch of our American Brethren as 
the chance of war fent amongft us — We 

f were happy in rendering them liberty, and 

every comfort and convenience, but in this 

we barely did ear duty. , ^ - 

* 

To be well in your Excellency's opinidh 
is our utmofl wifh, being conf^deat thal'tf 
attain it, our conduft muft be ftriftly' conffll'- 
cnt with honour and virtue. 

May every cafe and hapfunefs be the attend* 
ants^ ot your Excellency's own reflexions of 
having aded right to that awful, burV# h^ 
very diftant pieriod, at which the world nttift 
fay, WE HAVE LOST OUR FRIEND. 

Sij;ntd oh iebslf, snd at the requeft ^if^ 
M^efrng, at New^Totk^ the %d day tflk" 
eefnier, 1783. 

JOSEPH HOLMES. Scc'fy^ 



^^i-^*^ 



XJS. EXCELLENCrs ANSWER. 

iCb the Members of the Volunteer Aflbciatioa, 
ai^d othcf Inhabiuntfi of the Kingdom of 

Ireland J who have lately arrived in the 

\ ■ ' 

City of New-Yoxk.. 

" GiNTLEMIN,, 

TH E teftimony of your latisfadioi* at 
the glorious termination of the latr 
conteftiT and your * indulgent opinion of -my 
agency in it, afford me lingular pleafure, and 
^merit my warmeft ackniowkdgments^ 

If the example of the Americans fuccefs- 
fully contending, in the caufc of Freedom, 
can be of any ufe to other nations, we Ihali 
have an additional motive for rejoicing at fo 
pjrofpcroujB an event. 

It was not an uninterefting confideration, 
to learn that the kingdom of Ireland, By a., 
bold and manly condud, had obtained the re- 



dr^fs of mtnjr ot^itt gricvanctsi and itii 
much to be wiihed tbat^hc btcffings of equal 
Liberty, a)id unreftrftintd Commerce, in^ 
yet prevail more extenfiVcly. In the mean 
time you may be kffured, GentTen^fi, tluttf 
the Hc^fpittlity ^ and JSenfeikioce ef ytaf 
countrymen, to our brethren who have been 
prifoncrs of war, are neither unknown orun- 
regai'dcd. « 

The bofom of America is open to rcceh^ft 
not only the opulent and refpecftable ftnihgtr, 
but the oppreffed and ptrftcuted af a!f lii- 
tions and religions ; whtmi we Ihsdl wdcai* 
to a participation of all our Rights afad Pji* 
vileges, if by decency and propriety of c<m- 
dud they appear to merit the enjoyment. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 



NE W.YORK, December 6, 17I3. 

T AST Thurfday nbon,. the principal cH- 
-'^ ccrs of the army in town, affemblcd at 
Fraunces's Tavern, to take a fin^l IcaviC&f 
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rtieir iliuftrious, gracious, and much loved 
Commander, Gbnbral WASwiKotoiri The 
j^ffionte^ 4^f human nkhirfe ymrc . never more 
l^deriy agitated, thanih this intcrcfting 
4nd dlftrdiful fccac. ; His Excellency hav- 
ing fiU^ a glafis of wine^ thUs addrefied his 
braVcfcUbw-foldicrs r 

. v" With an heart full of love and gratitude^ I 
'^ fMo take leave of ynu : Imoft devoutly wijb, 
"^^ /&!/ your latter days may he as projperoui 
'*^ and happy, as your former ones have heen 
-y f^hrious andbonmrabTtJ'* 

Thcfe words produced extreme fenfibility 
on both fidc$, ihey were anfwered by warm 
cxpreflibns, and fervcftf wifhes, from the 
Gentlemen of the Army, whofc truly pathe- 
tic feelings it is not in our power to convey 
to the reader. Soon after this fcene was clofcd 
his ExccUencfy the Governor, the Honour- 
afelc the Coun<iil> ^nd Citizens ©f the firft 
^iftinS:ioft Waited Dn the General, and in 
^ixrttns moft affc6tionarc,* took their l^ave. 
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The Corps of Light Infaatty vn» diawn ufi 
in a line, the Commander in Chiefs about 
two o'^clock^ palTed through them^ on his. 
vay to White-hail, where he embarked iot 
his barge for Powtes Hook : He is attended: 
"by General Lc Baron dc Steuben^ propofes 
to make a fhort (lay at Philadelphia, wil| 
thence proceed to Annapolis, where 'he will 
refign his Commiflion of General of the 
American Armies, into the hands of the Con- 
tinental Congrefs, from whonv it was. dcrui- 
vcd; iiiunediately after which, his Exoct 
Icncy will let out for his feat, named Mpuftt- 
Vernon, in Virginia, emulating the^ exaniplc 
of his model, the virtuous Roman general, 
who, vidorious, left the tented fields covered 
with honour, and withdrew from public lifcj^ 
oiium cum dignitate. 



Ne'^-Terk, Dec^mbtr 4, 1783. 
SIR, 

I HAVE the honour to tranfmit ypu the 
following copy of a letter from the Com- 
der in Chief, to Major-Gencral. Knox, who 
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«qucfts you to publifh it to the troops undcjr 
your command, in the orders of this day. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient Scfvant, , 

J. SHAW, A. D; C 

Hon; Brig. Ge^ir H. Jackfon. 



New^Tork, December 2» 1783. 
SIR, 

THEfplensiid.difplay of Fire- Works laft 
crejiing, was fo highly fatisfaftory, that 
1 muft requeft you to prcfent to Captain 
PRICE, umjfr whofc dirc^ion they were pre- 
pared ; and to the Officers who afliftqd him 
toy thanks for the great Ikill and attention 
ihewn in the condud of that bufinefs, 

1 am. Sir, 
Your moft obedient Servant, 
(Signed) a WASHINGTON. 

Major Central Knox. 

I I N I S. 
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